Esther
  This story was likely put into written form around 125 BC from the oral tradition told and retold for 350 years.
[The book of Esther contains NO mention of the God of Israel, though there are some hints.  The ‘additions’ are designed to fill this void while making the story more interesting.]
Esther 1:1

In the days of Ahasu-e′rus, the Ahasu-e′rus who reigned from India to Ethiopia over one hundred and twenty-seven provinces,
  The 21 year reign of Xerxes I (Ahasuerus), son of Darius the Great, began in 486 BC and lasted till 465 BC.
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  The Persian empire stretched from India in the east to Ethiopia in the south-west.
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   In the first year of Xerxes I Xerxes put down a major revolt in Egypt in 484 BC, in order to secure his throne.

[Placed in the Greek before chap. 1.1 of the Hebrew]
2 In the second year of the reign of Artaxerxes [Xerxes I] the great [485 BC], in the first day of the month Nisan [March/April], Mardocheus [Mordecai] the son of Jairus [Jair], the son of Semei [Shimei], the son of Cisai [Kish], of the tribe of Benjamin, had a dream;
3 who was a Jew, and dwelt in the city of Susa, a great man, being a servitor [unknown function] in the king's court.

4 He was also one of the captives, which Nabuchodonosor [Nebuchadnezzar] the king of Babylon carried from Jerusalem [586 BC] with Jechonias [Jehoiachin] king of Judea; and this was his dream:

5 Behold a noise of a tumult, with thunder, and earthquakes, and uproar in the land:

6 And, behold, two great dragons [Mordecai and Haman] came forth ready to fight, and their cry was great.

7 And at their cry all nations were prepared to battle, that they might fight against the righteous people [Israel].

8 And lo a day of darkness and obscurity, tribulation and anguish, affliction and great uproar, upon the earth.

9 And the whole righteous nation was troubled, fearing their own evils, and were ready to perish.

10 Then they cried unto God, and upon their cry, as it were from a little Fountain [Esther], was made a great flood, even much water.

11 The light and the sun rose up, and the lowly were exalted, and devoured the glorious.

12 Now when Mardocheus [Mordecai], who had seen this dream, and what God had determined to do, was awake, he bare this dream in mind, and until night by all means was desirous to know it.

Esther 1:2

 in those days when King Ahasu-e′rus sat on his royal throne in Susa the capital,
  The winter capital, when this story took place, was Susa (also known as Shushan).
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Esther 1:3-4
 in the third year of his reign he gave a banquet for all his princes and servants, the army chiefs of Persia and Media and the nobles and governors of the provinces being before him, while he showed the riches of his royal glory and the splendor and pomp of his majesty for many days, a hundred and eighty days. 
  Now, in the third year, 483 BC, Xerxes choose to celebrate his ascension to the throne of the empire with a huge feast, which had the additional benefit of securing the loyalty of the important men of his empire.

  Xerxes held a new feast every week for six months and invited different important men each week to show off his wealth and trumpet his victory in over Egypt.  He may also given them some hints that he was planning an invasion of Greece.
Esther 1:5

And when these days were completed, the king gave for all the people present in Susa the capital, both great and small, a banquet lasting for seven days, in the court of the garden of the king’s palace.
  Now it was time to secure the loyalty of those in Susa, his new capital.  So Xerxes arraigned a banquet that would last seven days, to reward the important men in the Shushan Palace.   Again, each day there were new guests to attend until Xerxes was assured of their loyalty.  The banquet was held in the "garden court" in the palace and is purpose was to celebrate, and with plenty of wine, it would best be described as "revelry".

Esther 1:9

Queen Vashti also gave a banquet for the women in the palace which belonged to King Ahasu-e′rus.

  During the seven days of the banquet for the local important men, one of Xerxes' queens held a banquet of her own.
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  Queen Vashti invited some of the important women to her banquet.  It was her idea, and Xerxes had agreed, so that the women would also feel a loyalty to the throne.  However queen Vashti seems to have felt empowered by the reaction of the women, and confident that she represented a strong political force.
Esther 1:10-11

On the seventh day, when the heart of the king was merry with wine, he commanded...the seven eunuchs who served King Ahasu-e′rus as chamberlains, to bring Queen Vashti before the king with her royal crown, in order to show the peoples and the princes her beauty; for she was fair to behold.
  By the final day of the banquet, King Xerxes, being drunk, decided to impress his guests that it was not just things that he had that were expensive and beautiful, but even his harem was superior.

  So he sent his servant to command queen Vashti to get 'fancy', to put on her crown [like a queen for the day?], and come to the men's banquet so that Xerxes could show them how beautiful she was as a representative of his harem.

Esther 1:12
But Queen Vashti refused to come at the king’s command conveyed by the eunuchs. At this the king was enraged, and his anger burned within him.
  But queen Vashti refused to leave her guests to be displayed in front of the men.  She was doing work for the empire and was too busy to stop what she was doing, especially for such a trivial, demeaning, reason.  The king was furious!
Esther 1:13
Then the king said to the wise men who knew the times—for this was the king’s procedure toward all who were versed in law and judgment,
  As Xerxes sobered, the next day, he called on the "Council of Seven", who were his best legal advisors.  Queen Vashti had embarrassed Xerxes in front of some important men and that had angered him.  What could he do? What should he do? She had disobeyed a legal order with her refusal to obey his command!
Esther 1:17-18
Then Memu′can said in presence of the king and the princes, “Not only to the king has Queen Vashti done wrong, but also to all the princes and all the peoples who are in all the provinces of King Ahasu-e′rus. For this deed of the queen will be made known to all women, causing them to look with contempt upon their husbands, since they will say, ‘King Ahasu-e′rus commanded Queen Vashti to be brought before him, and she did not come.’ This very day the ladies of Persia and Media who have heard of the queen’s behavior will be telling it to all the king’s princes, and there will be contempt and wrath in plenty.
  In front of his court, the situation was summarized for Xerxes.  What queen Vashti has done is more that just embarrass the king.  What she did could disrupt the entire social structure of the empire.

  The rumor will already have begun to spread, that the queen had refused a command of the king - that was inevitable.  But more of a problem was that a woman had refused a man's order.  That could become 'trend setting'.  Now women through out the empire will believe that they also can refuse a man's order and will begin to do the same thing with their men.  'If the queen can do it, so can I,' will be the mantra.  And that will destroy the entire social order of the empire."
Esther 1:19

If it please the king, let a royal order go forth from him, and let it be written among the laws of the Persians and the Medes so that it may not be altered, that Vashti is to come no more before King Ahasu-e′rus; and let the king give her royal position to another who is better than she.
  Yet the king must be careful of his response to queen Vashti.  She has a family that might have some political power to be considered.  She has certain legal and social protections to consider.  And she has a following of important women to be considered.  The king cannot just kill her.  He can't just put her in prison.  He can't banish her from Susa or from the empire.

  Instead he is advised to write an edict, a law that cannot be revoked, that Vashti is banned from the presence of the king.  This will strip her of any political power without physical harm.  She would lose her position in the harem, be moved to more remote living quarters, to lose her servants, lose all royal privileges, and send a message to all the women of the empire - a warning to keep their place.  That way chaos would be averted.

Esther 2:2-4

Then the king’s personal attendants proposed, “Let a search be made for beautiful young virgins for the king. Let the king appoint commissioners in every province of his realm to bring all these beautiful young women into the harem at the citadel of Susa. Let them be placed under the care of Hegai, the king’s eunuch, who is in charge of the women; and let beauty treatments be given to them. Then let the young woman who pleases the king be queen instead of Vashti.” This advice appealed to the king, and he followed it.

  The Persian custom was for the king to marry only a Persian woman.  If Xerxes was seeking to replace his Royal Queen Amestris, then she would have to be a Persian. But he was replacing a secondary queen and so the servant could suggest an empire-wide search.

  These "queens" were for the kings pleasure [remember Solomon had 1000 'wives'], to provide children that could be raised as loyal members of the empire's bureaucracy,  and for gaining some "buy-in" from the people of his concubines.

  These queens would be called on when the king wanted a diversion.  They would already have been screened for security and health, (they would be virgins [Jewish girls became marriageable around the age of 13 years] and free of disease) and therefore be a known quality.  The king would be safe to use them.  Then if one should please the king enough to replace Vashti, then she could become a queen.

  So the word went out and within months the girls would have been gathered.

Esther 2:5-7
Now there was in the citadel of Susa a Jew of the tribe of Benjamin, named Mordecai son of Jair, the son of Shimei, the son of Kish, who had been carried into exile from Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, among those taken captive with Jehoiachin king of Judah. Mordecai had a cousin named Hadassah, whom he had brought up because she had neither father nor mother. This young woman, who was also known as Esther, had a lovely figure and was beautiful. Mordecai had taken her as his own daughter when her father and mother died.
  There is mentioned a Persian official named Murduka at the beginning of the reign of Xerxes I. Mordecai was a leading respected citizen of Susa. Mordecai was also a Jew. 

  If...Mordecai's great-grandfather Kish, a Benjaminite, (having been born around 596 BC) was a lad of around 10 years when Nebuchadnezzar captured Jerusalem (in 586 BC) the leading citizens back to to live in Babylon city.  Normally Kish would have been married and had a child by the age of 20 years, but he was not able to find a Jewish girl (there would have been a terrible shortage available) until he was around 35 years old (around 561 BC) and then he did have a son which he named Shimei.

  By the time Shimei was 20 years old (around 541 BC) and he was married, they had a son that they named Jair.

  Then another problem disaster struck Babylon.  Persia conquered Babylonia (in 539 BC).  While Shimei and his family survived, they were forced to move to Susa, a major Persian city.

  Jair was finally able to marry (though maybe not to a Jewish girl) (around 521 BC) and they had a son who later took on the name of Mordecai.  Then a couple of years later (around 516 BC) they had another son who they named Abihail.  When Abihail was around 20 years old (around 496 BC) he was married and they had a daughter who they named Hadassah.
  Thus by the third year of Xerxes' reign (483 BC), Mordecai was around 35 years old and his cousin Hadassah was around 13 years old.  In fact Hadassah's parents had died a few years earlier, and Mordecai had adopted her as his own daughter but had give her the new name of Esther.
Esther 2:8-9

When the king’s order and edict had been proclaimed, many young women were brought to the citadel of Susa and put under the care of Hegai. Esther also was taken to the king’s palace and entrusted to Hegai, who had charge of the harem. She pleased him and won his favor. Immediately he provided her with her beauty treatments and special food. He assigned to her seven female attendants selected from the king’s palace and moved her and her attendants into the best place in the harem.
  In the months after the departure of Vashti, healthy, pretty virgins were brought to Susa and placed in the "pleasure harem".  This was not a volunteer program.
  Esther was one of these girls that were place in the harem in the custody of Hegai.

  Hegai liked Esther.  She was pretty, of course, but was also intelligent and poised.  Hegai actually found her to be a good companion.  She was a bit 'strong willed' and 'practical' by nature, but pleasant to be near.

Esther 2:10
Esther had not revealed her nationality and family background, because Mordecai had forbidden her to do so.
  Mordecai had instructed Esther not to reveal her Hebrew culture and heritage to anyone.  She must not act like a Jewish girl in her language or expressions, in her actions, or reveal to anyone the family memories of her Jewish faith.  She must, in all things, be a Gentile (non-Jewish) girl.

Esther 2:12
Before a young woman’s turn came to go in to King Xerxes, she had to complete twelve months of beauty treatments prescribed for the women, six months with oil of myrrh and six with perfumes and cosmetics.
  Mordecai and Esther knew the story of Scheherazade and how king Shahryar had all other girls brought to him killed the next morning, but that she had told "cliff hanger" tales each night for 1000 night and he spared her so that she might finish the next evening.
  While Xerxes was not killing the girls, it would be best if she appealed to the king.  So for 12 months (the year 482 BC) Esther and the other girls were schooled in the Persian harem.  They were taught the language (most were foreigners), they were instructed in cosmetics and they were educated in finance and the value of jewels and rich fabrics, instructed in the social customs and niceties, and they were given good food (and taught how to cook) to assure their health.  

Esther 2:13-14
And this is how she would go to the king: Anything she wanted was given her to take with her from the harem to the king’s palace. In the evening she would go there and in the morning return to another part of the harem to the care of Shaashgaz, the king’s eunuch who was in charge of the concubines. She would not return to the king unless he was pleased with her and  summoned her by name.
  Only then would the girls be sent into the king.  And when they went to the king they could take items with them at their choice.  Maybe a gift.  Maybe a musical instrument if the girl wanted to sing to the king.  Or maybe a special costume if they wanted to dance for the king.  Or maybe the ingredient of a food they would like to prepare for the king.  Or maybe carefully applied makeup and jewels to adorn themselves to accentuate their looks.
  Then, after their night with the king, if they had had sexual intercourse, they were sent to the "Second Harem" to be watched over by Shaashgaz who was in charge of the kings concubines.  There they would be cared for if they had been found to be pregnant.  But they would not see the king again unless he remembered them and requested them by name.

  [But Xerxes was distracted by the Persian invasion of Greece in 480 BC.  They won the battle of Thermopylae and captured Athens.  This caused a great euphoria in the empire.]

Esther 2:15-16

When the turn came for Esther (the young woman Mordecai had adopted, the daughter of his uncle Abihail) to go to the king, she asked for nothing other than what Hegai, the king’s eunuch who was in charge of the harem, suggested. And Esther won the favor of everyone who saw her. She was taken to King Xerxes in the royal residence in the tenth month, the month of Tebeth, in the seventh year of his reign.
  [In 479 BE the king gave up his plans to invade Greece after the battle of Plataeae.  Now, it was January, of the seventh year of his reign, he was back home, and again he could take his pleasures.]
  Esther was now 17 years old and she trusted Mordecai and she trusted Hegai.  So she took only what Hegai suggested when it was her turn to 'please' the king for a night.  And she looked, and acted, as instructed and those who knew her actually liked her.
Esther 2:17

Now the king was attracted to Esther more than to any of the other women, and she won his favor and approval more than any of the other virgins. So he set a royal crown on her head and made her queen instead of Vashti.
  King Xerxes was VERY impressed by Esther.  He liked her.  Her personality was a delight.  If they had sex, he found favor in that also (though apparently she did not become pregnant).  Eventually Xerxes selected Esther to be his new queen to replace Vashti, and so she became one of his queens.

Esther 2:21
During the time Mordecai was sitting at the king’s gate, Bigthana and Teresh, two of the king’s officers who guarded the doorway, became angry and conspired to assassinate King Xerxes.

[Chapter 12]
1 And Mardocheus [Mordecai] took his rest in the court with Gabatha [Bigthana] and Tharra [Teresh], the two eunuchs of the king, and keepers of the palace.

2 And he heard their devices, and searched out their purposes, and learned that they were about to lay hands upon Artaxerxes [Xerxes I] the king; and so he certified [alerted] the king of them.

3 Then the king examined the two eunuchs, and after that they had confessed it, they were strangled.

4 And the king made a record of these things, and Mardocheus [Mordecai] also wrote thereof.

5 So the king commanded Mardocheus [Mordecai] to serve in the court, and for this he rewarded him.

6 Howbeit Aman [Haman] the son of Amadathus the Agagite, who was in great honour with the king, sought to molest Mardocheus [Mordecai] and his people because of the two eunuchs of the king [does this imply that Haman was part of the plot?].

  It was not unusual for important people to sit outside the gate that led to the king.  There they could listen to cases that could not wait to see the king, and try to see that justice was done for those who wanted to appeal to the king.  Mordecai was a leading citizen and as such would often sit outside the gate.
  It just so happened that two of the kings officials that were frustrated and angry with the way Xerxes was leading the empire.  They were overheard by Mordecai as they complained.  Mordecai believed that they intended to assassinate the king.

Esther 2:22
But Mordecai found out about the plot and told Queen Esther, who in turn reported it to the king, giving credit to Mordecai.
  Mordecai sent a message to Esther about the suspected plot, because she would have greater access to the king now that she was a queen.  Esther passed on the suspected plot to the king (including the names of the suspected traitors) and she named her source as Mordecai the Jew.
Esther 2:23

And when the report was investigated and found to be true, the two officials were impaled on poles. All this was recorded in the book of the annals in the presence of the king.
  Xerxes had the reported plot investigated and the two men 'questioned'.  The conclusion was that were, in fact, seeking to overthrow Xerxes.  So Xerxes had the two men, and any other conspirators that had been named under torture, hanged (possibly a euphemism for impaled) in public.
  Thus it was that Mordecai was credited for saving the life of King Xerxes.

Esther 3:1
After these events, King Xerxes honored Haman son of Hammedatha, the Agagite, elevating him and giving him a seat of honor higher than that of all the other nobles.
  It so happened that in 476 BC that King Xerxes promoted a man who it seems was not a Persian, to the position of Grand Vizier [which today would be the Prime Minister].  He was Haman the Agagite.  It was not unusual that a person which had come from a conquered people could be promoted to a leadership position.

Esther 3:2-4
All the royal officials at the king’s gate knelt down and paid honor to Haman, for the king had commanded this concerning him. But Mordecai would not kneel down or pay him honor. Then the royal officials at the king’s gate asked Mordecai, “Why do you disobey the king’s command?” Day after day they spoke to him but he refused to comply. Therefore they told Haman about it to see whether Mordecai’s behavior would be tolerated, for he had told them he was a Jew.
  But when Haman was presented to the other officials with the command that all should acknowledge Haman as their superior, Mordecai refused.  When Mordecai was asked why he refused to bow down to Haman, Mordecai responded that as a Jew he would not lower himself to Haman.
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  Why?  It would seem that Mordecai believed that Haman was the descendent of the Amalakites, which during the Exodus from Egypt was declared an eternal enemy because of their attacks on the people of Israel when they were weak and tired [Deuteronomy 25:17-19].  Mordecai would never bow to such a man who was not Persian.
Esther 3:5-6
When Haman saw that Mordecai would not kneel down or pay him honor, he was enraged. Yet having learned who Mordecai’s people were, he scorned the idea of killing only Mordecai. Instead Haman looked for a way to destroy all Mordecai’s people, the Jews, throughout the whole kingdom of Xerxes.
  Of course this infuriated Haman.  And while he did not yet dare to have Mordicai arrested, tortured and killed, he could not allow this to pass and Haman also knew the ancient feud.  So, biding his time, he would renew the ancient feud and decided that he would seek his revenge on ALL Jews [a political, not religious, anti-Semitism such as Hitler and Muslims today].

Esther 3:7
In the twelfth year of King Xerxes, in the first month, the month of Nisan, the pur (that is, the lot) was cast in the presence of Haman to select a day and month. And the lot fell on the twelfth month, the month of Adar.
  So in the 12th year of the reign of Xerxes (472 BC), in April, Haman had the seers of Persia cast lots (pur) to ascertain when the best time would be to begin his revenge.  The lot determined that February of 471 BC would be the best time [This would prove ineffective against God's plan].

Esther 3:12-13

Then on the thirteenth day of the first month the royal secretaries were summoned. They wrote out in the script of each province and in the language of each people all Haman’s orders to the king’s satraps, the governors of the various provinces and the nobles of the various peoples. These were written in the name of King Xerxes himself and sealed with his own ring. Dispatches were sent by couriers to all the king’s provinces with the order to destroy, kill and annihilate all the Jews—young and old, women and children—on a single day, the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, the month of Adar, and to plunder their goods.
  It was determined that February of 471 BC was the time to get revenge, so Haman began his preparations.  Without informing the king, Haman sent letters to all 127 provinces with an edict, sealed by the kings ring, that on that day all Jews were to be killed and their possessions were to be the rewards for those who killed them.

[Placed in the Greek after chap.3.13 of the Hebrew]
1 The copy of the letters was this: The great king Artaxerxes [Xerxes I] writeth these things to the princes and governors that are under him from India unto Ethiopia, in an hundred and seven and twenty provinces,

2 After that I became lord over many nations, and had dominion over the whole world, not lifted up with presumption of my authority, but carrying myself always with equity and mildness, I purposed to settle my subjects continually in a quiet life, and making my kingdom peaceable, and open for passage to the utmost coasts, to renew peace, which is desired of all men.

3 Now when I asked my counsellers how this might be brought to pass, Aman [Haman], that excelled in wisdom among us, and was approved for his constant good will and stedfast fidelity, and had the honour of the second place in the kingdom,

4 Declared unto us, that in all nations throughout the world there was scattered a certain malicious people, that had laws contrary to all nations, and continually despised the commandments of kings, so as the uniting of our kingdoms, honourably intended by us, cannot go forward.

5 Seeing then we understand that this people alone is continually in opposition unto all men, differing in the strange manner of their laws [Mosaic, Torah, dietary?], and evil affected to our state, working all the mischief they can, that our kingdom may not be firmly established:

6 Therefore have we commanded, that all they that are signified in writing unto you by Aman [Haman], who is ordained over the affairs, and is next unto us, shall all, with their wives and children, be utterly destroyed by the sword of their enemies, without all mercy and pity, the fourteenth day of the twelfth month Adar [February/March] of this present year:

7 That they, who of old and now also are malicious, may in one day with violence go into the grave, and so ever hereafter cause our affairs to be well settled, and without trouble.

Esther 4:1-2
When Mordecai learned of all that had been done, he tore his clothes, put on sackcloth and ashes, and went out into the city, wailing loudly and bitterly. But he went only as far as the king’s gate, because no one clothed in sackcloth was allowed to enter it.
  It was appropriate for Mordecai, upon hearing that all Jews in the empire were to be killed, to publicly express his deep feelings.  Sackcloth and ashes are the traditional way the Jews would express themselves.  So he went to the gate to the palace in 'mourning'.
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Esther 4:3

In every province to which the edict and order of the king came, there was great mourning among the Jews, with fasting, weeping and wailing. Many lay in sackcloth and ashes.
  Through out the empire, when the news spread, the Jews did the same.  Sackcloth, ashes, fasting, and prayer were now a part of the life of those Jews that had heard of the edict.
Esther 4:4

When Esther’s eunuchs and female attendants came and told her about Mordecai, she was in great distress. She sent clothes for him to put on instead of his sackcloth, but he would not accept them.
  Esther, in the harem, had, of course, not heard of the edict.  So when she heard that her 'father' was mourning at the gate to the palace, she sent him clothes so that he might come into the palace and approach the king.  But he refused to be comforted.

Esther 4:5-6

Then Esther summoned Hathak, one of the king’s eunuchs assigned to attend her, and ordered him to find out what was troubling Mordecai and why. So Hathak went out to Mordecai in the open square of the city in front of the king’s gate.
  Then, in considerable confusion and concern, queen Esther sent a servant to Mordecai to find out what the problem was.
Esther 4:7-9
Mordecai told him everything that had happened to him, including the exact amount of money Haman had promised to pay into the royal treasury for the destruction of the Jews. He also gave him a copy of the text of the edict for their annihilation, which had been published in Susa, to show to Esther and explain it to her, and he told him to instruct her to go into the king’s presence to beg for mercy and plead with him for her people. Hathak went back and reported to Esther what Mordecai had said.
  Mordecai told the servant about the edict, and included a copy that he had obtained, and even gave the exact amount of money that Haman had offered to the king to cover any cost of the program.  Mordecai's message to Esther was that she use her influence with the king, on behalf of the Jews, to have the king reconsider the order which Mordecai assumed the king knew about.

Esther 4:10-11
Then she instructed him to say to Mordecai, “All the king’s officials and the people of the royal provinces know that for any man or woman who approaches the king in the inner court without being summoned the king has but one law: that they be put to death unless the king extends the gold scepter to them and spares their lives. But thirty days have passed since I was called to go to the king.”
  Esther responded to Moarecai's message.  "I am afraid".  No concubine was allowed to approach the king without having been summoned and no one was allowed to approach the king without his permission on pain of death - and she had not been summoned.

Esther 4:12-14
When Esther’s words were reported to Mordecai, he sent back this answer: “Do not think that because you are in the king’s house you alone of all the Jews will escape. For if you remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance for the Jews will arise from another place, but you and your father’s family will perish. And who knows but that you have come to your royal position for such a time as this?”
  Mordecai's reply was blunt.  "Do not think that your position in the harem will protect you.  In fact you will be in greater danger because our greatest enemies are also in the palace.  When they find out that you are a Jew, you and I and all our families, will be killed."

  And Mordecai continued.  "I believe that God will deliver us even if you do not, and maybe, just maybe, God arranged for you to BE a queen so that you could do something about this."

Esther 4:15-17
Then Esther sent this reply to Mordecai: “Go, gather together all the Jews who are in Susa, and fast for me. Do not eat or drink for three days, night or day. I and my attendants will fast as you do. When this is done, I will go to the king, even though it is against the law. And if I perish, I perish.” So Mordecai went away and carried out all of Esther’s instructions.
  Esther's final reply to Mordecai was to ask him to gather the Jews of Susa, and for three days and nights to fast and pray.  She would do the same.  Then, regardless of the consequences, she would approach the king.

[Placed in the Greek after chap.4.17 of the Hebrew]

8 Then Mardocheus [Mordecai] thought upon all the works of the Lord, and made his prayer unto him,

9 Saying, O Lord, Lord, the King Almighty: for the whole world is in thy power, and if thou hast appointed to save Israel, there is no man that can gainsay thee:

10 For thou hast made heaven and earth, and all the wondrous things under the heaven.

11 Thou art Lord of all things, and there is no man that can resist thee, which art the Lord.

12 Thou knowest all things, and thou knowest, Lord, that it was neither in contempt nor pride, nor for any desire of glory, that I did not bow down to proud Aman [Haman].

13 For I could have been content with good will for the salvation of Israel to kiss the soles of his feet.

14 But I did this, that I might not prefer the glory of man above the glory of God: neither will I worship any but thee, O God, neither will I do it in pride.

15 And now, O Lord God and King, spare thy people: for their eyes are upon us to bring us to nought; yea, they desire to destroy the inheritance, that hath been thine from the beginning.

16 Despise not the portion, which thou hast delivered out of Egypt for thine own self.

17 Hear my prayer, and be merciful unto thine inheritance: turn our sorrow into joy, that we may live, O Lord, and praise thy name: and destroy not the mouths of them that praise thee, O Lord.

18 All Israel in like manner cried most earnestly unto the Lord, because their death was before their eyes. 

CHAPTER 14

1 Queen Esther also, being in fear of death, resorted unto the Lord:

2 And laid away her glorious apparel, and put on the garments of anguish and mourning: and instead of precious ointments, [in private] she covered her head with ashes and dung, and she humbled her body greatly, and all the places of her joy she filled with her torn hair.

3 And she prayed unto the Lord God of Israel, saying, O my Lord, thou only art our King: help me, desolate woman, which have no helper but thee:

4 For my danger is in mine hand.

5 From my youth up I have heard in the tribe of my family, that thou, O Lord, tookest Israel from among all people, and our fathers from all their predecessors, for a perpetual inheritance, and thou hast performed whatsoever thou didst promise them.

6 And now we have sinned before thee: therefore hast thou given us into the hands of our enemies,

7 Because we worshipped their gods: O Lord, thou art righteous.

8 Nevertheless it satisfieth them not, that we are in bitter captivity: but they have stricken hands with their idols,

9 That they will abolish the thing that thou with thy mouth hast ordained, and destroy thine inheritance, and stop the mouth of them that praise thee, and quench the glory of thy house, and of thine altar,

10 And open the mouths of the heathen to set forth the praises of the idols, and to magnify a fleshly lung for ever.

11 O Lord, give not thy sceptre unto them that be nothing, and let them not laugh at our fall; but turn their device upon themselves, and make him an example, that hath begun this against us.

12 Remember, O Lord, make thyself known in time of our affliction, and give me boldness, O King of the nations, and Lord of all power.

13 Give me eloquent speech in my mouth before the lion [Xerxes]: turn his heart to hate him [Haman] that fighteth against us, that there may be an end of him, and of all that are like-minded to him:

14 But deliver us with thine hand, and help me that am desolate, and which have no other helper but thee.

15 Thou knowest all things, O Lord; thou knowest that I hate the glory of the unrighteous, and abhor the bed of the uncircumcised, and of all the heathen.

16 Thou knowest my necessity: for I abhor the sign of my high estate, which is upon mine head in the days wherein I shew myself, and that I abhor it as a menstruous rag, and that I wear it not when I am private by myself [not here voluntarily],

17 And that thine handmaid hath not eaten at Aman's [Haman’s] table, and that I have not greatly esteemed the king's feast, nor drunk the wine of the drink offerings.

18 Neither had thine handmaid any joy since the day that I was brought hither to this present, but in thee, O Lord God of Abraham.

19 O thou mighty God above all, hear the voice of the forlorn, and deliver us out of the hands of the mischievous, and deliver me out of my fear.
Esther 5:1-2
On the third day Esther put on her royal robes and stood in the inner court of the palace, in front of the king’s hall. The king was sitting on his royal throne in the hall, facing the entrance. When he saw Queen Esther standing in the court, he was pleased with her and held out to her the gold scepter that was in his hand. So Esther approached and touched the tip of the scepter.
  During those days, Esther devised a plan on how to approach the king with her concerns.  So on the day after her fast ended, she dressed in her formal queen's clothes, and maybe even wore the crown.
  She went to the entrance to the throne room and waited to see if she would be granted permission to approach the king who was holding court.
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  When Xerxes saw Esther, whom he had not seen for a month, he wonder why she had come to him is such a formal way and was moved to speak to her.  The king gave her permission to approach him by pointing his scepter toward her.  So she came forward and touched the scepter.
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CHAPTER 15

1 Upon the third day, when she had ended her prayer, she laid away her mourning garments, and put on her glorious apparel.

2 And being gloriously adorned, after she had called upon God who is the beholder and saviour of all things, she took two maids with her:

3 And upon the one she leaned, as carrying herself daintily;

4 And the other followed, bearing up her train.

5 And she was ruddy through the perfection of her beauty, and her countenance was cheerful and very amiable: but her heart was in anguish for fear.

6 Then having passed through all the doors, she stood before the king, who sat upon his royal throne, and was clothed with all his robes of majesty, all glittering with gold and precious stones; and he was very dreadful.

7 Then lifting up his countenance that shone with majesty, he looked very fiercely upon her: and the queen fell down, and was pale, and fainted, and bowed herself upon the head of the maid that went before her.

8 Then God changed the spirit of the king into mildness, who in a fear leaped from his throne, and took her in his arms, till she came to herself again, and comforted her with loving words, and said unto her,

9 Esther, what is the matter? I am thy brother, be of good cheer:

10 Thou shalt not die, though our commandment be general: come near.

11 And so he held up his golden sceptre, and laid it upon her neck,

12 And embraced her, and said, Speak unto me.

13 Then said she unto him, I saw thee, my lord, as an angel of God, and my heart was troubled for fear of thy majesty.

14 For wonderful art thou, lord, and thy countenance is full of grace.

15 And as she was speaking, she fell down for faintness.

16 Then the king was troubled, and all his servants comforted her.

Esther 5:3-5

Then the king asked, “What is it, Queen Esther? What is your request? Even up to half the kingdom, it will be given you.” “If it pleases the king,” replied Esther, “let the king, together with Haman, come today to a banquet I have prepared for him.” “Bring Haman at once,” the king said, “so that we may do what Esther asks.” So the king and Haman went to the banquet Esther had prepared.
  Then Xerxes asked her why she had come.  Because she was going to inform him that she was a Jew, but did not want to declare that in open court, she had decided to get him into a more private setting.  She also wanted to get Haman to relax in her presence for when she planned to spring her trap.  So she requested that both of them come to a private banquet.
  Xerxes was fooled (or touched) by her request and decided that he would join her.  The king sent a message to Haman to inform him of the queen's request and directed him to attend the afternoon banquet.

Esther 5:6-8
As they were drinking wine, the king again asked Esther, “Now what is your petition? It will be given you. And what is your request?....” Esther replied, “My petition and my request is this: If the king regards me with favor and if it pleases the king to grant my petition and fulfill my request, let the king and Haman come tomorrow to the banquet I will prepare for them. Then I will answer the king’s question.”
  It was likely in the afternoon when the feast began.  Then, after eating and as they drank their after dinner wine,
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 that Xerxes again asked Esther what it was that she wanted.  But again, to build the suspense, she delayed her response one more day.  She requested that the two men come again the next afternoon for a private banquet when she would explain her request.

Esther 5:9-10
Haman went out that day happy and in high spirits. But when he saw Mordecai at the king’s gate and observed that he neither rose nor showed fear in his presence, he was filled with rage against Mordecai.  Nevertheless, Haman restrained himself and went home. Calling together his friends and Zeresh, his wife

  As Haman left the banquet, he was very pleased with his life.  He was obviously in high favor with both king Xerxes and with queen Esther.

  But his mood changed as he passed the king's gate.  There stood Mordecai, not cowed by Haman's position.  Haman's good feelings died a sudden death in a wash of anger.  But Haman controlled himself as he passed by.  He went directly home to his wife and he sent out some servants to invite some friends to come visit him.

Esther 5:11-12
Haman boasted to them about his vast wealth, his many sons, and all the ways the king had honored him and how he had elevated him above the other nobles and officials. “And that’s not all,” Haman added. “I’m the only person Queen Esther invited to accompany the king to the banquet she gave. And she has invited me along with the king tomorrow.
  Haman recounted his evening with Xerxes and Esther and how he felt that he was rich in every way, even though he was a foreigner.

Esther 5:13-14
But all this gives me no satisfaction as long as I see that Jew Mordecai sitting at the king’s gate.” His wife Zeresh and all his friends said to him, “Have a pole set up, reaching to a height of fifty cubits, and ask the king in the morning to have Mordecai impaled on it. Then go with the king to the banquet and enjoy yourself.” This suggestion delighted Haman, and he had the pole set up.
  But then he identified the one thing in his life that was sour.  And that was Mordecai the Jew.
  Then his wife and the gathered friends advised him, now that he was in high favor with the king and queen, and that their was the pending edict, Haman should just do away with this irritation NOW.  Have Mordecai executed for treason.  Have a gallows built NOW, the next day, then on the following day get rid of this Jew.  The edict will get rid of others soon enough.
  Thus it was that Haman directed his servants to build a gallows the next day [The reported 83 foot tall structure may have been an exaggeration].  And his good mood came back.
Esther 7:1-2
So the king and Haman went to Queen Esther’s banquet, and as they were drinking wine on the second day, the king again asked, “Queen Esther, what is your petition? It will be given you. What is your request? Even up to half the kingdom, it will be granted.”
  It was the next afternoon that Xerxes and Haman once again ate at the banquet that Esther had provided.  Again, when the meal was done, they were enjoying a relaxing time while sipping wine.
  Now King Xerxes was VERY curious as to what queen Esther wanted, so this time he stressed how impressed he was with Esther, and how favorable he was toward her.

  'Esther,' he said 'what is your request? You know how I favor you, and I will grant it if at all possible, up to "half my kingdom" (a traditional bit of exaggeration).'

Esther 7:3-4
Then Queen Esther answered, as her servants moved into place around Haman, 'If I have found favor with you, Your Majesty, and if it pleases you, grant me my life—this is my petition. And spare my people—this is my request. For I and my people have been sold to be destroyed, killed and annihilated. If we had merely been sold as male and female slaves, I would have kept quiet, because no such distress would justify disturbing the king.'
  Now Esther was ready to spring her trap.  'Please let my life, and the life of my people, be spared,' she said.  'Because our lives have been sold for 10,000 talents of silver [in modern time around $20,000,000].  If it was simply that we were being sold into slavery, I would not bother you or put you at risk by alerting our enemy.'

Esther 7:5-6
King Xerxes asked Queen Esther, “Who is he? Where is he—the man who has dared to do such a thing?” Esther said, “An adversary and enemy! This vile Haman!” Then Haman was terrified before the king and queen.
  The king was astonished and angry.  'Who would dare to do such a thing?  'It is Haman here, that is the enemy' she declared.

  Haman was confused and afraid.  He had not known that the queen Esther was a Jew.  Now that he knew he was terrified of the kings response.  
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Esther 7:9-10
Then Harbona, one of the eunuchs attending the king, said, “A pole reaching to a height of fifty cubits stands by Haman’s house. He had it set up for Mordecai, who spoke up to help the king.” The king said, “Impale him on it!” So they impaled Haman on the pole he had set up for Mordecai. Then the king’s fury subsided.
  The king called his guards to take over from Esther's servants, and to stand ready as queen Esther explained all the details of the edict.  The king considered what to do with Haman.  One of the king's more sharp witted servants made an astute observation.  'I noticed today that Haman has just had a gallows built to execute a man who not long ago saved the kings life,' he said.
  That idea struck the king as ironic, and it seemed appropriate that Haman die on the same gallows that had been built for such a purpose.

  And the next day Haman was executed on his own gallows.

Esther 8:1-2
That same day King Xerxes gave Queen Esther the estate of Haman, the enemy of the Jews. And Mordecai came into the presence of the king, for Esther had told how he was related to her. The king took off his signet ring, which he had reclaimed from Haman, and presented it to Mordecai. And Esther appointed him over Haman’s estate.
  The day that Haman was executed, the king declared that Haman's property would now belong to queen Esther.  Since he now knew that Mordecai was Esther's cousin/father, when Mordecai approached the king he was welcomed.  Xerxes even went so far as to raise the status of Mordecai to Grand Vizier.
Esther 8:3-4
Esther again pleaded with the king, falling at his feet and weeping. She begged him to put an end to the evil plan of Haman the Agagite, which he had devised against the Jews. Then the king extended the gold scepter to Esther and she arose and stood before him.
  But the edict that Haman had issued, in the kings name, still had to be dealt with.  With the kings seal on it, it could not just be changed or ignored.
  So queen Esther humbled herself to the king and begged him for help.  And the king granted her permission to formally approach the throne.
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Esther 8:5-6
“If it pleases the king,” she said, “and if he regards me with favor and thinks it the right thing to do, and if he is pleased with me, let an order be written overruling the dispatches that Haman son of Hammedatha, the Agagite, devised and wrote to destroy the Jews in all the king’s provinces. For how can I bear to see disaster fall on my people? How can I bear to see the destruction of my family?”
  So queen Esther made a formal request of King Xerxes.  'Revoke the edict of Haman,' she requested.  'Even if my life is spared through your mercy, how can I live if my innocent people are destroyed?'
Esther 8:8

Now write another decree in the king’s name in behalf of the Jews as seems best to you, and seal it with the king’s signet ring—for no document written in the king’s name and sealed with his ring can be revoked.”
Xerxes understood that if he tried to change the earlier edict, he would appear weak and is edicts in the future would not be considered the final word.  Folks through out the empire would doubt the word of the king.
  King Xerxes responded that queen Esther should devise a plan to free the Jews from the edict.  She and Mordecai decided that they would write a new edict and the king would authorize it.  


[Placed in the Greek after chap.8.12 of the Hebrew]
1 The great king Artaxerxes [Xerxes I] unto the Princes and governors of an hundred and seven and twenty provinces from India unto Ethiopia, and unto all our faithful subjects, greeting.

2 Many, the more often they are honoured with the great bounty of their gracious princes, the more proud they are waxen,

3 And endeavour to hurt not our subjects only, but not being able to bear abundance, do take in hand to practise also against those that do them good:

4 And take not only thankfulness away from among men, but also lifted up with the glorious words of lewd persons, that were never good, they think to escape the justice of God, that seeth all things, and hateth evil.

5 Oftentimes also fair speech of those, that are put in trust to manage their friends' affairs, hath caused many that are in authority to be partakers of innocent blood, and hath enwrapped them in remediless calamities:

6 Beguiling with the falsehood and deceit of their lewd disposition the innocency and goodness of princes.

7 Now ye may see this, as we have declared, not so much by ancient histories, as ye may, if ye search what hath been wickedly done of late through the pestilent behaviour of them that are unworthily placed in authority.

8 And we must take care for the time to come, that our kingdom may be quiet and peaceable for all men,

9 Both by changing our purposes, and always judging things that are evident with more equal proceeding.

10 For Aman [Haman], a Macedonian, the son of Amadatha, being indeed a stranger from the Persian blood, and far distant from our goodness, and as a stranger received of us,

11 Had so far forth obtained the favour that we shew toward every nation, as that he was called our father, and was continually honoured of all men, as the next person unto the king.

12 But he, not bearing his great dignity, went about to deprive us of our kingdom and life;

13 Having by manifold and cunning deceits sought of us the destruction, as well of Mardocheus [Mordecai], who saved our life, and continually procured our good, as also of blameless Esther, partaker of our kingdom, with their whole nation.

14 For by these means he thought, finding us destitute of friends, to have translated the kingdom of the Persians to the Macedonians.

15 But we find that the Jews, whom this wicked wretch hath delivered to utter destruction, are no evildoers, but live by most just laws:

16 and that they be children of the most high and most mighty living God, who hath ordered the kingdom both unto us and to our progenitors in the most excellent manner.

17 Wherefore ye shall do well not to put in execution the letters sent unto you by Aman [Haman] the son of Amadatha.

18 For he, that was the worker of these things, is hanged at the gates of Susa with all his family: God, who ruleth all things, speedily rendering vengeance to him according to his deserts.

19 Therefore ye shall publish the copy of this letter in all places, that the Jews may freely live after their own laws.

20 And ye shall aid them, that even the same day, being the thirteenth day of the twelfth month Adar [February/March], they may be avenged on them, who in the time of their affliction shall set upon them.

21 For Almighty God hath turned to joy unto them the day, wherein the chosen people should have perished.

22 Ye shall therefore among your solemn feasts keep it as high day with all feasting:

23 That both now and hereafter there may be safety to us, and the well affected Persians; but to those which do conspire against us a memorial of destruction.

24 Therefore every city and country whatsoever, which shall not do according to these things, shall be destroyed without mercy with fire and sword, and shall be made not only unpassable for men, but also most hateful to wild beasts and fowls for ever.

Esther 9:1-2
On the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, the month of Adar, the edict commanded by the king was to be carried out. On this day the enemies of the Jews had hoped to overpower them, but now the tables were turned and the Jews got the upper hand over those who hated them. The Jews assembled in their cities in all the provinces of King Xerxes to attack those determined to destroy them. No one could stand against them, because the people of all the other nationalities were afraid of them.
  Haman's edict was scheduled to be executed on February 28, 471 BC.  But queen Esther's edict would allow the Jews to attack their enemies on the same day [I wonder why they did not begin their defense the day before].  Now they could defend themselves and no official of the Empire would interfere with their defense.
  And on the official day, the Jews executed a pre-emptive strike, and attacked those who had been preparing to kill the Jews.

Esther 9:5-6
The Jews struck down all their enemies with the sword, killing and destroying them, and they did what they pleased to those who hated them. In the citadel of Susa, the Jews killed and destroyed five hundred men.
  Thus the Jews in the Persian empire were successful in defeating Hamas and those who sought to destroy them, and even in the capital of Susa 500 men were killed.
Esther 9:16-17

Meanwhile, the remainder of the Jews who were in the king’s provinces also assembled to protect themselves and get relief from their enemies. They killed seventy-five thousand of them but did not lay their hands on the plunder. This happened on the thirteenth day of the month of Adar, and on the fourteenth they rested and made it a day of feasting and joy.
  Then it was reported that through out the empire, 75,000 of the enemy were killed [likely an exaggeration], and this was done without the Jews having "plundering" them [which would have left doubt as to the motives of the Jews.  They might have been considered guilty of unjustly attacking some people just to get their possessions].
  The next day they rested, making it a day of celebration.

Esther 9:32
Esther’s decree confirmed these regulations about Purim, and it was written down in the records.
  Queen Esther then commanded that Purim ("day of lots") be celebrated every year.

[Part of the tenth chapter after the Greek]
4 Then Mardocheus [Mordecai] said, God hath done these things.

5 For I remember a dream which I saw concerning these matters, and nothing thereof hath failed.

6 A little fountain became a river, and there was light, and the sun, and much water: this river is Esther, whom the king married, and made queen:

7 And the two dragons are I and Aman [Haman].

8 And the nations were those that were assembled to destroy the name of the Jews:

9 And my nation is this Israel which cried to God, and were saved: for the Lord hath saved his people and the Lord hath delivered us from all those evils, and God hath wrought signs and great wonders, which have not been done among the Gentiles.

10 Therefore hath he made two lots, one for the people of God, and another for all the Gentiles.

11 And these two lots came at the hour, and time, and day of judgment, before God among all nations.

12 So God remembered his people, and justified his inheritance.

13 Therefore those days shall be unto them in the month Adar [February/March], the fourteenth and fifteenth day of the same month, with au assembly, and joy, and with gladness before God, according to the generations for ever among his people.

  Six years later (in 465 BC) King Xerxes I was assassinated.
