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Laws

 *Leviticus




Familiar
  It would seem that the overall purpose of Leviticus, and the Torah as a whole, is to provide the children of Israel with some specific guidelines to help them avoid violating their covenant with God, that was established by Moses, in their daily lives.  This covenant was the result of Yahweh setting into motion the promises, made to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, to make Israel into a great nation through which the people of the world would be blessed, and to establish a homeland for them.
  According to the general timeline of the story of Israel, the Hebrew were now a semi-nomadic clan that had escaped from Egypt and were now living as herders and farmers around the Kadesh-barnea area and Mount Horeb, the mountain of God.
  And while this is where the rules and traditions BEGAN to develop as a guide to the people in the process of becoming a society dedicated to Yahweh in a settled land, the full blown version presented in Leviticus would actually develop over the next few hundred years, and long after the death of Moses.  Such a system, as described, could not have functioned in their ‘current’ situation.

  Aaron, born of the tribe of Levi through his mother, was consecrated as the first High Priest [Ezra 7:5], having been anointed by Moses [Leviticus 8:12], and was the founder of the Levitical Priests, that were ordained to serve Yahweh [Exodus 32:25-29] and would minister at the Sanctuary of God.  But for now, at Kadesh-barnea, they were in charge of developing the sacrificial system that would keep them in a proper relationship with God.
  Because it was inevitable that the people, either through ignorance, accident, or through an intentional action, would break the covenant, a way was necessary for the relationship with God to be “repaired” in order to restore the community to wholeness and to be reconciled with Yahweh.  This could be done by taking some action to cancel out the ill effects that had been created through some sacrifice by the offender.  It was imperative that one understand that any violation of the covenant was a personal offense against Yahweh and it was this relationship that must be repaired, as well as the relationship with the other children of Israel.  Because of the offenders sacrifice, Yahweh would “set aside” the offense.
  Because the Levites were set aside to mediate between the offenders and Yahweh, it was necessary that their physical needs be met by the community.  Thus, many of the sacrifices had parts that were to function as payment to them for their service.  This was Corban [Hebrew: Qorban], and would eventually develop into the Temple tax that would supply the priests with food, clothes, shelter, etc.
  [The details of this system are of little value today.  But the principles are crucial to our relationship with God and with other believers.  When we fail to fully love God and our neighbor, for whatever reason, it is escential that we try to “make things right”, and that we seek God’s forgiveness for our weakness and attempt to change the attitude or action that led to the sin.]

Burnt offerings




Leviticus 1:10-13
If your gift for a burnt offering is from the flock, from the sheep or goats, your offering shall be a male without blemish. It shall be slaughtered on the north side of the altar before the Lord, and Aaron's sons the priests shall dash its blood against all sides of the altar. It shall be cut up into its parts, with its head and its suet, and the priest shall arrange them on the wood that is on the fire on the altar; but the entrails and the legs shall be washed with water. Then the priest shall offer the whole and turn it into smoke on the altar; it is a burnt offering, an offering by fire of pleasing odor to the Lord.

  The offering being made to God is the persons GIFT to God.  For those who are poor or ‘homeless’ the sacrifice is to be proportional (that is less then a lamb
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 or kid
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 from the flock, where a wealthy individual might offer a bull).  But the gift must be a male and be without blemish [once the Temple was established, a person could bring money and buy an animal without blemish for their sacrifice (at a profit to the system that was providing the service)].
  In Hebrew the word for burnt offering actually meant “caused to ascend” likely referring to the smoke rising up “to heaven”.
  The sacrifice was only for God.  The animal should be killed, typically by slitting the throat, on the north side of the altar (the west side was for water [Leviticus 30:18], the east side was for the ash [Leviticus 1:16], and the south side was for the ramp).
  The actual slaughter was done by the professionals.  The Aaronic priests, from the tribe of Levi, would do the act properly, so as not to offend either God or the animal.
  Because this was a burnt offering, and was wholly given to God, the entire animal would be placed on the wood of the Altar and completely burned.  The expression to indicate that this was a sacrifice that Yahweh desired, was “a pleasing odor to the Lord”.  What it meant was that God accepted the sacrifice.
Cereal offerings




Leviticus 2:1-3
When anyone presents a grain offering to the Lord, the offering shall be of choice flour; the worshiper shall pour oil on it, and put frankincense on it, and bring it to Aaron's sons the priests. After taking from it a handful of the choice flour and oil, with all its frankincense, the priest shall turn this token portion into smoke on the altar, an offering by fire of pleasing odor to the Lord. And what is left of the grain offering shall be for Aaron and his sons, a most holy part of the offerings by fire to the Lord.

  If one offers the “fruit of the earth” as a sacrifice of cereal, it is to be of the best that you have.  It is to be finely ground (spelt, barley, wheat, etc.)
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 which is more that common people would do for themselves.  If it is presented raw, some olive oil
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 is to be added
 and it should be accompanied with a bit of frankincense
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 (an expensive addition) that will produce smoke and smell.
  The priest will take a handful of the flour and olive oil, and all of the frankincense, and burn it at the altar as an gift to God.  That is the memorial portion.  However, the majority of the cereal belongs to the priests (they need their carbohydrates as much as they need their protein).
  If the offering is already prepared, there must be no leaven and salt must be added.  A portion is broken off and burnt on the altar, and the remainder belongs to the priest who eats it before the Lord as the representative of the supplicant.
  [It must be noted that the priest would eat better than most people because the “common” person had a “rougher” diet.  Later, this system would lead to greater wealth and lifestyle for the priestly class and therefore greater abuse of the common Israelite.]
Sin offerings




Leviticus 4:27-31
 If anyone of the ordinary people among you sins unintentionally in doing any one of the things that by the Lord's commandments ought not to be done and incurs guilt, when the sin that you have committed is made known to you, you shall bring a female goat without blemish as your offering, for the sin that you have committed. You shall lay your hand on the head of the sin offering; and the sin offering shall be slaughtered at the place of the burnt offering. The priest shall take some of its blood with his finger and put it on the horns of the altar of burnt offering, and he shall pour out the rest of its blood at the base of the altar. He shall remove all its fat, as the fat is removed from the offering of well-being, and the priest shall turn it into smoke on the altar for a pleasing odor to the Lord. Thus the priest shall make atonement on your behalf, and you shall be forgiven.

  Whether the unwitting violation of one of God’s commands is committed by the community, the ruler, rich folk, common folk, or the very poor folk, the moral health of the sinner is compromised.  Two things need to occur.  The blemish must be removed and the offender must be restored.
  The sin [Hebrew: to fall short or miss the mark] might be a physical violation of one of God’s commands (such as murder or adultery) or it might be a violation of a moral command (such as having another god or coveting).

  When the guilt is made known to the offender, the sin offering (bull, goat, doves) must be brought to a priest.  The offender lays a hand on the animal, in order to transfer the uncleanness to the animal (thereby removing the blemish from the offender) which is then killed.
  Some of its blood is spread on the horns of the altar
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and the remaining blood is poured at the base of the altar.  Specific parts are burnt on the altar, but all the rest of the sacrifice is taken away and burned away from the altar, thereby removing the sinful spirit from the community.

  Because the offender has made a sacrifice, God is pleased with the moral attitude, and the offender is forgiven and is therefore restored to a state of cleanliness.

Guilt offerings




Leviticus 6:1-7
Leviticus 6:1-3
The Lord spoke to Moses, saying:

When any of you sin and commit a trespass against the Lord by deceiving a neighbor in a matter of a deposit or a pledge, or by robbery, or if you have defrauded a neighbor, or have found something lost and lied about it—if you swear falsely regarding any of the various things that one may do and sin thereby—

  A guilt offering has two parts because this is a sin against God and a violation of another Israelite.  When the offender realizes that they are guilty of a son against a neighbor, to that neighbor’s detriment, they are to be aware that they have offended God also.

Leviticus 6:4-5

when you have sinned and realize your guilt, and would restore what you took by robbery or by fraud or the deposit that was committed to you, or the lost thing that you found, or anything else about which you have sworn falsely, you shall repay the principal amount and shall add one-fifth to it. You shall pay it to its owner when you realize your guilt.

  The offender is expected to immediately “restore” what was taken from the victim…in full.  Value for value.  Whether it was monetary or whether it was personal, it must be restored in full.  Likely the priest determines the monetary value and sees that it is restored (but they must be careful not to favor the influential person).  But what is the value of a person’s reputation when someone has lied about the victim?  And how should it be restored?

  Then a fine is imposed, as a punishment, of 20%, which is to be given to the victim as compensation.  It must be assumed that the priest places the value on the lost reputation and adds 20%?
Leviticus 6:6-7
And you shall bring to the priest, as your guilt offering to the Lord, a ram without blemish from the flock, or its equivalent, for a guilt offering. The priest shall make atonement on your behalf before the Lord, and you shall be forgiven for any of the things that one may do and incur guilt thereby.

  At the same time that the victim receives compensation, the critical issue of an offense against God must be addressed.  The Lord demands that the sacrifice of an expensive ram
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Without blemish, be “gifted” to God.  The priest then likely deals with the ram as a sin offering (offender places hand on ram, parts burned at alter, remainder burned away from altar) to restore the offender to a proper relationship with God.

Animals
  Clean and unclean was not simply a matter of editable or in-editable.  It was also a spiritual matter (because some creatures were considered sacred to other cultures) or even because of their diet.  [But I believe that the prime consideration was health.  Certain creatures were generally safe and that others were not.]

Clean creatures 


Leviticus 11:1-3, 9, 21-22
  (Deuteronomy 14:4-5, 9, 11, 20)
Leviticus 11:1-3
The Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying to them: Speak to the people of Israel, saying: From among all the land animals, these are the creatures that you may eat. Any animal that has divided hoofs and is cleft-footed and chews the cud—such you may eat.
  (Deuteronomy 14:4-5)
These are the animals you may eat: the ox, the sheep, the goat, the deer, the gazelle, the roebuck, the wild goat, the ibex, the antelope, and the mountain-sheep.

  Animals considered clean (safe) included herbivores that had been domesticated for a thousand years.  Animals that part the hoof,
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had cloven hoof,
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and the chewed the cud.  Animals such as cattle
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sheep and goats.

  Or even those killed in hunting, such as deer (hart)
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Gazelle,
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Roe buck,
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Wild goat,
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Ibex,
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Antelope,
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Or mountain sheep (the rams horn).
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Leviticus 11:9


These you may eat, of all that are in the waters. Everything in the waters that has fins and scales, whether in the seas or in the streams—such you may eat.
  (Deuteronomy 14:9)
Of all that live in water you may eat these: whatever has fins and scales you may eat.
  The guidelines for the creatures in the water were simple.  It was clean if it had fins and scales.
Deuteronomy 14:11
You may eat any clean birds.
  Creatures of the air that are clean are not listed, but must have included doves and pigeons, chicken and quail.
Leviticus 11:21-22
But among the winged insects that walk on all fours you may eat those that have jointed legs above their feet, with which to leap on the ground. Of them you may eat: the locust according to its kind, the bald locust according to its kind, the cricket according to its kind, and the grasshopper according to its kind.

  (Deuteronomy 14:20
You may eat any clean winged creature.
Leviticus allows certain insects with wings as long as they had four legs (not including the “hopper” legs) that leap.  That would include the locust,
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 the cricket,
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 and the grasshopper.
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Unclean creatures 


Leviticus 11:4-7, 10, 13-20, 29-30





  (Deuteronomy 14:7-8, 10, 12-19)
Leviticus 11:4-7
But among those that chew the cud or have divided hoofs, you shall not eat the following: the camel, for even though it chews the cud, it does not have divided hoofs; it is unclean for you. The rock badger, for even though it chews the cud, it does not have divided hoofs; it is unclean for you. The hare, for even though it chews the cud, it does not have divided hoofs; it is unclean for you. The pig, for even though it has divided hoofs and is cleft-footed, it does not chew the cud; it is unclean for you.
  (Deuteronomy 14:7-8
Yet of those that chew the cud or have the hoof cleft you shall not eat these: the camel, the hare, and the rock badger, because they chew the cud but do not divide the hoof; they are unclean for you. And the pig, because it divides the hoof but does not chew the cud, is unclean for you. You shall not eat their meat, and you shall not touch their carcasses.

  Specified “unclean” creatures included the rock badger,
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 the hare (rabbit),
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 the swine (pig),
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 and the camel,
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 all of which often carry some sort of health risk, especially if not cooked properly by modern standards.]
Leviticus 11:10
But anything in the seas or the streams that does not have fins and scales, of the swarming creatures in the waters and among all the other living creatures that are in the waters—they are detestable to you
  (Deuteronomy 14:10)
And whatever does not have fins and scales you shall not eat; it is unclean for you.
  Whether fresh or salt water, it was easy to use a general description.  Unfortunately other water creatures, like the mackerel,
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 catfish,
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 crab
[image: image27.jpg]



 and lobster,
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 clams,
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 and eels
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 were excluded [I tend to believe that it was just lazy bureaucratic thinking of a land oriented people].
  The thought that we “are what we eat” leads one to believe that somehow some characteristics of the object consumed transmits that characteristic to us.  Therefore one should not eat anything that has consumed something with negative characteristics…such as meat eaters.

Leviticus 11:13-19
These you shall regard as detestable among the birds. They shall not be eaten; they are an abomination: the eagle, the vulture, the osprey, the buzzard, the kite of any kind; every raven of any kind; the ostrich, the nighthawk, the sea gull, the hawk of any kind; the little owl, the cormorant, the great owl, the water hen, the desert owl, the carrion vulture, the stork, the heron of any kind, the hoopoe, and the bat.

  (Deuteronomy 14:12-19)
But these are the ones that you shall not eat: the eagle, the vulture, the osprey, the buzzard, the kite of any kind; every raven of any kind; the ostrich, the nighthawk, the sea gull, the hawk of any kind; the little owl and the great owl, the water hen and the desert owl, the carrion vulture and the cormorant, the stork, the heron of any kind; the hoopoe and the bat. And all winged insects are unclean for you; they shall not be eaten.

  The list of unclean birds is rather extensive, yet it can be easily categorized.  Predators, either because of religious neighbors or because they eat meat, were considered unclean.
  Thus the eagle,
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 vulture,
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 osprey,
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 kite,
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 falcon,
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 raven,
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 night hawk,
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 sea gull,
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 hawk,
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 owl,
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 cormorant,
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 Ibis (worshiped in Egypt),
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 water hen,
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 pelican,
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 stork
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 and heron.
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  The list also included the hoopoe [a funny worm eating bird],
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 Bat [a flying rodent],
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 and the ostrich [which makes no sense to me].
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Leviticus 11:20

All winged insects that walk upon all fours are detestable to you.
  (Deuteronomy 14:19)
And all winged insects are unclean for you; they shall not be eaten.
  Of the insects, the unclean include all winged insects, such as butterfly,

[image: image50.jpg]



 moth,
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 etc., that do not have four legs [most have six but do not have “hopper” legs].
Leviticus 11:29-30
These are unclean for you among the creatures that swarm upon the earth: the weasel, the mouse, the great lizard according to its kind, the gecko, the land crocodile, the lizard, the sand lizard, and the chameleon.

  The final “other” category of creatures include the weasel, and its kind, that hunt for meat.  The rodents, like the mouse

[image: image52.jpg]



 and the rat, (carry or transmit many diseases) and the reptiles such as the lizards,
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 gecko,
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 crocodile
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 and the chameleon
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 (which carry some diseases) [These may have been grouped together because the crocodile eat meat or maybe they are sacred to outsiders, but all are safely editable today if properly prepared].


  [These lists of clean or unclean creatures would form the basis for the later dietary laws of Israel.  Yet those restrictions were later interpreted to be declared clean for Christians to Simon Peter (though that was primarily a declaration of Gentile value to God) in Acts 10.]

Familiar




Leviticus
Leviticus 24:19-20
  People that are injured or offended often become angry.  And if they have power over others they often desire to return that hurt with interest.  Too often this reaches the point of heavy abuse for some minor infraction.  Therefore, to LIMIT vengeance to the damages that were incurred, this law was enacted.  Disfigurement, fractures, eye, tooth (hand, foot, burn, wound and stripes [Exodus 21:24-25]).  As you did it to a neighbor, so shall it be done to you.  There were limits to the standard practice of UNLIMITED vengeance
Leviticus 19:18

You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against any of your people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am the Lord.
  The neighbor is clearly defined as another child of Israel, for whom you must exact NO vengeance, nor hold a grudge.  Even one who lives among you that is not a permanent neighbor [Leviticus 19:33-34], nor even a Hebrew, you shall love as you love yourself.
  [It is this understanding that Jesus quoted as the second great command, in Mark 12:31.  This came to be understood as referring to all Christians, and today has been modified to refer to anyone in need that one encounters.  That person should be treated as you would want to be treated [Matthew 7:12] (the Golden Rule).  That is your neighbor whom you should love as you love yourself.]
