EXODUS
  In the first 18 chapters there are two stories of how the Hebrews were brought out of Egyptian bondage to the border of the land promised to Abraham.

  It is generally believed to have occurred between 1300 and 1224 BC, in the time of Seti I and Rameses II according to scriptural accounts.

  The first story, popular with the northern tribes, describe how Moses led the  people to Mount Sinai, in the southern portion of the Arabian peninsula, and then led them to Kadesh-barnea where they were to spend many years.

  The second story, popular with the southern tribes, describe how Moses led the Hebrews directly from Egypt to Mount Horeb, and then to Kadesh-barnea.

  These merged stories are followed by the revelation of the Torah.  God had brought the Hebrews out of bondage.  If they wanted to remain a free people, of a free nation, they would have to agree on a social structure and God would be their guide.

TIMELINE:









Ruler:

1738 BC

Joseph born

1721 BC

Joseph into Egypt (age 17)

Wahibre Ibiau (1725-1714 BC)




Joseph in jail (11 years)




Joseph interprets dreams (2 more years)

1708 BC

Joseph in charge (age 30) (7 years)
Merneferre Ay I (1714-1689 BC)

1701 BC

Famine begins (age 37) (7 years)
"

1358 BC

Miriam born



Amenhotep III (1390-1352 BC)

1353 BC

Aaron born



"

1351 BC

Edict to drown Hebrew boys

Akhenaten (1352-1386 BC)

1350 BC

Moses born



" [Exodus 7:7]

1275 BC

Moses called



Rameses II (1297-1213 BC)

1270 BC +/-

Exodus (from Ramesses)

"

957 BC

Solomon's temple begun

[1 Kings 6:1]

Alternative:

  Archeological evidence points to Joseph arriving in Egypt 880 years before the Exodus, around 1837 BC, during the reign of Pharaoh Amenemhat III.  The Exodus occurs around 1450 BC, 480 years before Solomon's temple (dated around 970 BC), during the reign of Thumose III.

1837 BC

Joseph into Egypt (age 17)

Amenemhat III
1450 BC

Exodus (from Avaris)


Thumose III
970 BC

Solomon's temple begun


Timeline explained:

  Many historians agree that the Exodus occurred during the reign of Rameses II (1297-1213 BC) of the 19th Dynasty.  Rameses followed Seti I and began a massive building program in Lower Egypt.  Particularly concerned with his new capital city at Aviaries (where Joseph had lived) and had been renamed Rameses [Exodus 1:15].  This building program was made necessary because of the increasing threat from the Hittites, moving down through Syria, and the Sea People, invading the east coast of the Mediterranean Sea.  This threat was greatest between 1297 and 1258 BC when a treaty was signed with the Hittites, leaving Egypt in peace through 1213 BC.  It is believed that the Exodus occurred during this 39 year period.  Thus the Exodus might have occurred around 1270 BC +/-.

  Thus Israel would have entered into Egypt 430 years earlier [Exodus 12:40 "to the very day"], around 1700 BC, during the reign of Merneferre Ay I of the 13th Dynasty.

  The Temple of Solomon was begun in 957 BC [1 Kings 6:1]. This is supposed to have occurred 480 years after the Exodus.  That would put the Exodus in 1437 BC in the reign of Thutmose III (1458-1425) with its capital in Thebes (in Upper Egypt), from the city of Avaris which was later renamed Rameses, a full 167 years before Rameses.

The bulk of the archeological evidence would indicate the early date, while the textual evidence would indicate the later date.  I will follow the textual time line.
  What is important to note is that the Biblical sequence is not affected by the dating either way.

*Always read and discuss the Biblical text BEFORE reading the commentary.

Select the stories you most would like to discuss.

*Exodus 1:1-2:10

Birth of Moses

*Exodus 2:11-3:12

Moses called

Exodus 3:13-4:31

Moses negotiates return to Egypt

Exodus 5:1-23

Moses confronts Pharaoh

*Exodus 7:14-11:8

Ten plagues

Exodus 12:1-57

Passover

Exodus 13:1-16

Consecrate first born

*Exodus 12:33-15:18

Israel leaves Egypt 

*Exodus 15:26-17:16

Israel escapes pursuit

Exodus 18:1-27

Jethro advises Moses

Exodus 19:1-25

Moses and Aaron on Sinai

*Exodus 20:1-20

Ten Commandments (Sinai)

   Deuteronomy 5:1-21
Ten Commandments (Horeb)

Exodus 20:21-31:18

Rules

Exodus 32:1-35

Golden calf

Exodus 33:1-40:35

Rules

Birth of Moses



Exodus 1:1-2:10
Exodus 1:1-7

These are the names of the sons of Israel who came to Egypt with Jacob, each with his household: 

Reuben, Simeon, Levi, and Judah, 

Issachar, Zebulun, and Benjamin, 

Dan and Naphtali, Gad and Asher. 

The total number of people born to Jacob was seventy. Joseph was already in Egypt. 

Then Joseph died, and all his brothers, and that whole generation. 

But the Israelites were fruitful and prolific; they multiplied and grew exceedingly strong, so that the land was filled with them.
  When Joseph brought Israel and all his descendents down into Egypt, there were only seventy persons of the eleven sons, and with the addition of Joseph and his family the total was seventy-five persons in total that were the descendents of Israel.  [The reality was that most of the clans probably departed after the famine ended, and Israel had died, and were no longer involved with Egypt].  Yet the descendents that remained in Egypt multiplied prolifically in the valley of Goshen, which was forty miles long, from east to west, and thirty miles wide, from north to south, in the northeastern part of the Nile delta.
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Exodus 1:8-14

Now a new king arose over Egypt, who did not know Joseph. He said to his people, "Look, the Israelite people are more numerous and more powerful than we. Come, let us deal shrewdly with them, or they will increase and, in the event of war, join our enemies and fight against us and escape from the land." 

Therefore they set taskmasters over them to oppress them with forced labor. They built supply cities, Pithom and Rameses, for Pharaoh. But the more they were oppressed, the more they multiplied and spread, so that the Egyptians came to dread the Israelites. The Egyptians became ruthless in imposing tasks on the Israelites, and made their lives bitter with hard service in mortar and brick and in every kind of field labor. They were ruthless in all the tasks that they imposed on them. 

  Around 1550 BC the Egyptians finally regained control of Lower Egypt by ejecting the Hyksos, and would not honor any agreement between the Hebrews and the Hyksos.  Then around 1308 BC, Seti I began the 19th dynasty.  He was followed by Ramses II in 1290 BC (to 1216 BC) who Seti cautioned about the growing number of military age men among the foreign Hebrew.  The Hebrew were becoming too many to handle, and a solution would need to be found.  They were a security risk as well as an economic resource.  Should an enemy approach Egypt from the northeast, the Hebrews might rise up, help the enemy defeat Egypt, and then escape from Egyptian control.

  So Seti decided what I would consider to be one of the stupidest plans I can imagine.  Instead of giving the Hebrews a ‘stake’ in the stable prosperity of Egypt, he chose to alienate the Hebrews in an attempt to break the Hebrew spirit and reduce their population, the king set Egyptian supervisors over the Hebrew foremen, and then they required the Hebrew to work at physical jobs other then the herding and farming they had always done.  Maybe then they would be too tired to procreate so much.

  The Hebrew were required to give one month out of the year in labor, as were all Egyptians, to act as laborers, working with brick and mortar, for Ramses’ project of rebuilding the old capital city of Aviaries (where Joseph had lived) and had been renamed Rameses.  This was labor that the Hebrews had never expected to be required of them.  To them it meant that they would be treated like city dwelling slaves instead of the open space free men they felt they were.  Too often the service being required was enforced with violence over their protests [Septuagint].

Exodus 1:15-17

The king of Egypt said to the Hebrew midwives, one of whom was named Shiphrah and the other Puah,  "When you act as midwives to the Hebrew women, and see them on the birthstool, if it is a boy, kill him; but if it is a girl, she shall live." But the midwives feared God; they did not do as the king of Egypt commanded them, but they let the boys live. 

  That was obviously not successful.  The Hebrews continued to multiply.  So another plan was suggested.  This plan would involve the Hebrew midwives.  Two of the midwives that a representative of the pharaoh approached were Shiphrah and Puah [there must have been more midwives, but they may not have been involved in the initial plan].  They were expected to strangle any male infant as it was being born, and allow females to live [But that makes no sense either.  If you want to control the number of births, then you must reduce the number of females available.  Also, if you still want the Hebrews to do hard manual labor, you must not kill all the males during birth].

  Yet the two midwives did not do what they had been appointed to do, because they knew that God would not approve.

Exodus 1:18-21

So the king of Egypt summoned the midwives and said to them, "Why have you done this, and allowed the boys to live?" The midwives said to Pharaoh, "Because the Hebrew women are not like the Egyptian women; for they are vigorous and give birth before the midwife comes to them." So God dealt well with the midwives; and the people multiplied and became very strong. 

And because the midwives feared God, he gave them families. 

  When it was learned that baby boys were still being born alive, even when the midwives attended the births, the representative of pharaoh summoned the two and demanded an explanation.  The two had agreed on a story.  They told the Egyptians the truth.  That unlike the pampered Egyptian women the tough worldly Hebrew women waited until the birth was almost accomplished before even calling for a midwife.  By the time the midwife arrived the baby had been delivered.  It was not their fault.  And in this way the attempt by the Egyptians to control the number of male Hebrews was a failure and God even blessed the two midwives by giving them children of their own.

Exodus 1:22

Then Pharaoh commanded all his people, "Every boy that is born to the Hebrews you shall throw into the Nile, but you shall let every girl live."
  So it was that because the Hebrews continued to multiply, that Seti's advisors proposed that the soldiers take any male Hebrew infant and throw it live into the Nile (maybe proclaiming that it was a sacrifice to an Egyptian god).

Exodus 2:1-2

Now a man from the house of Levi went and married a Levite woman. The woman conceived and bore a son; and when she saw that he was a fine baby, she hid him three months. 

  Amran of the priestly clan of Levi married his cousin Jochebed of the priestly clan of Levi [Exodus 6:20].  They gave birth to a daughter they named Miriam.  They then gave birth to their first born son (prior to the edict of Pharaoh that the Hebrew male infants be thrown into the Nile River) and named him Aaron.  Now, when Miriam was around eight years old, they gave birth to another son who, because of the edict, Jochebed kept hidden from public view for three months.

Exodus 2:3-4

When she could hide him no longer she got a papyrus basket for him, and plastered it with bitumen and pitch; she put the child in it and placed it among the reeds on the bank of the river. His sister stood at a distance, to see what would happen to him. 

  When they could no longer keep the boy hidden, and suspecting that when the Egyptians soldiers found him there would be very serious consequences for the rest of the family as well, decided on a desperate course of action.

  They had heard rumors that one of the Seta's daughters had been unable to have any children, and that she had objected to her father's edict.  They also knew that she usually came to bathe in the Nile in the early morning hours.

  Jochebed, with Miriam and Aaron's help, took a good sized bulrush basket and made it water tight with a vegetable pitch [Septuagint],
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 placed their new son into the basket,
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 put on the cover, took the basket to the bathing place in the morning,
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 and placed the basket among the "flags" [Hebrew],
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 that is the reeds that waved at the river's edge, where hopefully Seta's daughter would soon come to bathe.  There they left the basket
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 while Miriam hid herself in the area to watch over her baby brother.  If the princess failed to arrive or failed to see the basket, Miriam was to bring it back home.

Exodus 2:5-6

The daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the river, while her attendants walked beside the river. She saw the basket among the reeds and sent her maid to bring it. When she opened it, she saw the child. He was crying, and she took pity on him. "This must be one of the Hebrews' children," she said. 

  And God was with them.  God had been watching over the descendents of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, according to his promise, from the time that Joseph had been sent into Egypt.  Now the daughter of Seti came, with her maidservants, down to the Nile River for her morning bath.  As she walked down the bank of the river, she noticed a basket floating among the reeds.  This aroused her curiosity.  So she sent one of her maids to fetch the basket.
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  When they removed the cover, she saw the face of a child.  And when the light struck the child's face, it began to cry.
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  She wondered why a child would be in a basket among the reeds and then remembered her father’s recent edict about the male Hebrew children.

  Then the princess made a decision.  In the depth of her being she wanted a child to be her own (maybe she was unable to become pregnant).  She wanted to save this child from death as a result of her father's edict (as a sort of rebellion).  She took pity on the baby, had it removed from the basket and given to her.  This would be HER son!

Exodus 2:7-9

Then his sister said to Pharaoh's daughter, "Shall I go and get you a nurse from the Hebrew women to nurse the child for you?" Pharaoh's daughter said to her, "Yes." So the girl went and called the child's mother. Pharaoh's daughter said to her, "Take this child and nurse it for me, and I will give you your wages." So the woman took the child and nursed it. 

  Miriam had watched all of this unfold.  She was near enough to overhear the princess wonder if the crying baby was hungry.  Gathering up her courage, she stepped out of her hiding place.

  She was immediately seen by one of the maidservants.  When she was questioned who she was and what was she doing, she said that she was Miriam and happened to overhear the princess' question about feeding her new son.  She said that she knew a nice woman who could be a wet nurse for the child if the princess would like.
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  The daughter of Seti seemed relieved and decided at once to accept Miriam's offer.  So Miriam hurried home and quickly told Jochebed what had happened and the princess's offer.

  When Jochebed was introduced to Seta's daughter, she was acceptable to the princess and was told to take the child and nurse him right now.  When that seemed to go well, Jochebed was told that she would be paid a wage to be the wet nurse for the child and that she was to come to the home of the princess regularly to nurse the boy and to receive her wage.

Exodus 2:10

when the child grew up, she brought him to Pharaoh's daughter, and she took him as her son. She named him Moses, "because," she said, "I drew him out of the water."
  As time passed, and it appeared that the child was healthy and, having captured the heart of the princess, she adopted the boy and gave his a name.  Though we do not know the entire name, it is believed to have included either the Egyptian word "Mosheh" which means 'to beget a child', or the Hebrew word "Mashah" which means 'to draw out'.  Today he is known as Moses.

Moses called




Exodus 2:11-3:12
Exodus 2:11-12

One day, after Moses had grown up, he went out to his people and saw their forced labor. He saw an Egyptian beating a Hebrew, one of his kinsfolk. He looked this way and that, and seeing no one he killed the Egyptian and hid him in the sand. 

  Years had passed for Moses and he had grown into a young man.  Though he had been adopted by an Egyptian, he knew he was a Hebrew.  He knew his mother, his sister Miriam, and his brother Aaron.  He could speak Hebrew and he knew about his ancestry.

  But Moses was an idealist, which often comes during youth, when, one day, he came upon a scene that angered him.  An Egyptian bully was beating a Hebrew (maybe an older man) mercilessly.
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  There seemed to be no acceptable reason for the excess punishment.

  Knowing that he had no authority to stop the Egyptian, but feeling the need to intervene, Moses looked around for other Egyptians who might help to stop the attack.  But there were none.  Stopping the assault was now the responsibility of Moses.  But in the process of saving the Hebrew victim from the worst of the assault, Moses struck, and accidently killed, the Egyptian.

  Moses knew that he was in real trouble now.  For a Hebrew to kill an Egyptian meant death to the Hebrew.  His adoption would not protect him.  Therefore he tried to hide the body and hope that, because he had saved the Hebrew, the other Hebrews would keep his action secret from the authorities.  So he buried the Egyptian in a sand pit.
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  But the story spread quickly among the Hebrews.  One of their own foremen had killed an abusive Egyptian.  He was a hero to many.

Genesis 2:13-15

When he went out the next day, he saw two Hebrews fighting; and he said to the one who was in the wrong, "Why do you strike your fellow Hebrew?" He answered, "Who made you a ruler and judge over us? Do you mean to kill me as you killed the Egyptian?" Then Moses was afraid and thought, "Surely the thing is known." When Pharaoh heard of it, he sought to kill Moses. But Moses fled from Pharaoh. He settled in the land of Midian, and sat down by a well. 

  The next day Moses came across a similar scene.  But now it was a Hebrew bully assaulting a Hebrew victim.  Moses, as foreman, asked someone in the crowd what had happened.  Because it seemed to Moses to be a small matter that had begun the attack, he decided that he must stop the bully from killing the victim [2 Samuel 14:6].

  When Moses confronted the bully, questioning him as to why he was over reacting, the bully recognized Moses.  The bully, who had probably rejoiced when he had heard of Moses' action yesterday, was today on the defensive when confronted with his behavior by a "hero".  But things were now different.  The bully had a "club" that he held over his foreman's head.  He could get Moses into trouble with the Egyptians.  So the bully turned to verbally attack Moses for embarrassing him.  'You have no authority over me anymore.  You killed an Egyptian.  Are you going to kill me also?'

  And fear became very real to Moses.  His authority as a foreman was compromised and he had broken an Egyptian law.  It was not a matter of whether or not the Egyptians would hear and act to arrest Moses, it was only a matter of when it would happen.  So by the end of the day Moses had decided that he must escape from Egypt.

  As Moses gathered the materials he would take with him, he thought about where to go.  Not to the south (that was simply upper Egypt).  Not to the west (through the Libyan desert).  He could not go to Canaan, his homeland, a place where there were other Hebrews (there were too many soldiers guarding the roads and Canaan was controlled by Egypt anyway).  The only direction was east until he was outside Egyptian territory.
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  By the time that the Egyptian authorities became aware of the incident, and that the pharaoh had issued a "warrant" for his arrest, Moses was gone – escaping from Egypt.

  Moses traveled due east, crossing the Wilderness of Shur, and then the Wilderness of Paran, until he reached the Arabah, and the land of the Midianites (around 250 miles), where, one day, he sat down beside a well.

Genesis 2:16-17

The priest of Midian had seven daughters. They came to draw water, and filled the troughs to water their father's flock. But some shepherds came and drove them away. Moses got up and came to their defense and watered their flock. 

  As Moses sat by the well, a flock approached, guided and cared for, by some girls.
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  As they greeted one another, the girls began to draw water from the well and to fill the trough.  Moses learned that their father was Reuel, a priest of Midian, and that Reuel had seven daughters in all.

  But while they were talking and drawing water, they noticed another flock approaching.  This flock was guided by some boys.
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  When they arrived, the boys began to drive Reuel's flock away from the water to make room for their own flock.  Once again a bully was abusing an innocent victim.  Again Moses felt an anger burn inside him and he again decided to act for justice.

  Moses, as a man, was able to make the boys "back off" and wait for Reuel's flock to finish.  Moses helped the girls draw water, to speed the process, till the flock was finished.  Then the girls left the well and guided their flock back home.

Genesis 2:18-22

When they returned to their father Reuel, he said, "How is it that you have come back so soon today?" They said, "An Egyptian helped us against the shepherds; he even drew water for us and watered the flock." He said to his daughters, "Where is he? Why did you leave the man? Invite him to break bread." Moses agreed to stay with the man, and he gave Moses his daughter Zipporah in marriage. She bore a son, and he named him Gershom; for he said, "I have been an alien residing in a foreign land." 

  Reuel, a priest of Midian, and the son of Hobab [Numbers 10:29], was surprised that his young daughters had returned so quickly.  Normally they had to wait for the other shepherds to water their flocks.  And when he asked what had happened, he was told how "an Egyptian" (they had forgotten his name?) had helped them.

  Reuel was shocked, not that someone had helped his daughters, but that his daughters had not done their duty to be hospitable to the stranger.  It was poor manners and a breach of custom.  They were instructed to immediately go back to the well and find the man, who seemed to understand shepherding, and bring him home.  Reuel may even entertained hope that the man would consider being hired when he met with Moses.
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  Moses did, in fact, decide to stay with the Midianites and to make a new life with Reuel, tending his flock.

  When the flock prospered, over time, Reuel offered one of his daughters to Moses as wife.
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  Zipporah was one of the elder daughters (later condemned as a foreign "Cushite" woman [Numbers 12:1]), and she soon gave birth to a son, which Moses named Gershom [Hebrew: "stranger"].

Genesis 2:23-25

After a long time the king of Egypt died. The Israelites groaned under their slavery, and cried out. Out of the slavery their cry for help rose up to God. God heard their groaning, and God remembered his covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. God looked upon the Israelites, and God took notice of them. 

  In 1279 BC Seti I died.  The Hebrews hoped that there would be a reduction in their "taxes" and that they would once again be free shepherds.  But the new pharaoh was Rameses II who moved his capital from upper (southern) Egypt to lower (northern) Egypt and began a massive building program, and therefore demanded more of the people of Egypt in both time and effort.  So the Hebrews continued to complain, and wish for their freedom.

  And God heard their prayers.  And God remembered the covenants with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  God was familiar with their situation in Egypt.  God had been with His people since Joseph went into Egypt.  And now was the time to bring Israel out of Egypt.  Now was the time that God would act to save His people.

Genesis 3:1-3

Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian; he led his flock beyond the wilderness, and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. There the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a flame of fire out of a bush; he looked, and the bush was blazing, yet it was not consumed. Then Moses said, "I must turn aside and look at this great sight, and see why the bush is not burned up." 

  Over the years that Moses had lived in Midian it may be that Reuel died and his brother Jethro became the father-in-law of Moses, and priest of Midian (or Jethro was another name for Reuel).  Moses, now 80 years old (probably 40), was now the man in charge of Jethro’s flocks and had led them 120 miles across the Wilderness of Paran to graze along the western edge of his range, on the slope of Mount Horeb, the mountain of God, near the oasis of Kadesh-barnea.

  It was morning, and Moses looked up at a strange light toward the mountain.  He was filled with curiosity and went closer for a better look.  And what he saw filled him with awe.  Here was flaming bush.  It should have been consumed by now, but the bush was not consumed.  This could mean only one thing.  The fire not consuming the bush was a messenger of God that had been sent to gain his attention.

Genesis 3:4-6

When the Lord saw that he had turned aside to see, God called to him out of the bush, "Moses, Moses!" And he said, "Here I am." Then he said, "Come no closer! Remove the sandals from your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy ground." He said further, "I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob." And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God. 

  The Lord had seen Moses turn aside to look at the messenger.  Then Elohim (God) spoke from the fire in the bush.  Moses suspected that it was God because his ancestor Abraham had seen God in a fire [Genesis 15:17].  God called Moses by name, and Moses acknowledged the presence of God.

  'Stay away from the fire', said the voice, 'and take off your sandals when you are on holy ground', as was the custom among the Hebrew.  And Moses did as he was instructed.

  Then the voice continued…informing Moses that he was in the presence of the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.

  Moses was in awe, and bowed his head and closed his eyes in the presence of such overwhelming power.
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Genesis 3:7-10

Then the Lord said, "I have observed the misery of my people who are in Egypt; I have heard their cry on account of their taskmasters. Indeed, I know their sufferings, and I have come down to deliver them from the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land to a good and broad land, a land flowing with milk and honey, to the country of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. The cry of the Israelites has now come to me; I have also seen how the Egyptians oppress them. 

So come, I will send you to Pharaoh to bring my people, the Israelites, out of Egypt." 

  Then the Lord told Moses that the promise made to Jacob, to bring Israel out of Egypt as a great nation, was about to be fulfilled.  Israel was to be delivered from Egypt and placed in a land that will not only provide a good living (milk), but will also provide the sweetness of life (honey).  That land would be Canaan, promised to Abraham and Isaac.

  And the Lord continued, telling Moses that all this would be accomplished through Moses.  God was sending Moses back to Egypt to tell the pharaoh to let the people of Israel depart.

Genesis 3:11-12

But Moses said to God, "Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh, and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?" He said, "I will be with you; and this shall be the sign for you that it is I who sent you: when you have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall worship God on this mountain." 

  After a long moment of thought, Moses responded.  This was a massive undertaking.  It truly scared him.  This was way beyond his "comfort zone".  In fact, it was very dangerous.  He was 75 years old (probably 37), had a family, and a settled lifestyle.  He did not want to do this thing.

  But God ignored Moses' initial protest.  God knew that it was an overwhelming task.  Instead, God asked Moses to take the task on faith, that God would help him accomplish this mission.  And God promised Moses that when Moses had successfully brought the people out of Egypt, that Mount Horeb would be God's special place.

Ten plagues




Exodus 7:14-11:8
  It had now been 430 years since Israel had moved into Egypt at Joseph's request, and with the blessing of Pharaoh Merneferre Ay I, and they settled in Goshen.  Now the time had come for the final act – to make the people of Israel into a great nation as promised to Jacob.

  Pharaoh Seti I
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 had died (1297 BC) and Rameses II had become pharaoh.
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  Pharaoh Rameses had instituted a massive building program.  Moses was 80 years old (probably 40), having been called by Yahweh to lead the people of Israel out of Egypt.  Moses met with his brother Aaron at Mount Horeb, the mountain of God, and journeyed into Egypt.  There they met with the elders of the clans.

  With the blessing of the elders, Moses and Aaron met with Rameses and asked him to let the Hebrews go, just outside of Egypt, to offer sacrifices to Yahweh, the God of their fathers.  But even the staff of Aaron had not convinced Rameses, and rather than grant them 'time off', Rameses was advised that the Hebrews must have too much time on their hands and that they should work even harder, like slaves, working for the 'glory of Egypt'.

  Yahweh's plan was to use nine natural events to give the pharaoh ten opportunities, over the coming year, to acknowledge that the people of Israel, who had entered into Egypt as a free people, could now leave Egypt to become Yahweh's people, and a nation themselves.  Yahweh would be patient (though not forever), and merciful with Egypt (keeping their suffering, due to their pharaoh's choices, to a minimum), while showing the Hebrews that they were loved (like an elder son), and show the world the true power of God.

Exodus 7:14-16

Then the Lord said to Moses, "Pharaoh's heart is hardened; he refuses to let the people go. 

Go to Pharaoh in the morning, as he is going out to the water; stand by at the river bank to meet him, and take in your hand the staff that was turned into a snake. Say to him, "The Lord, the God of the Hebrews, sent me to you to say, "Let my people go, so that they may worship me in the wilderness." But until now you have not listened. 

  Yahweh warned Moses that Pharaoh Rameses II would be obstinate [Hebrew: stubborn] and that his heart had been 'made hard' [Septuagint].  So one morning in July, around the year 1270 BC, Yahweh sent Moses down to the Nile River, to a place where the pharaoh would come for a ceremony to worship the god of the Nile, and where, in the presence of the pharaoh, Yahweh would smite the Egyptian god of life (the Nile) with the staff of Aaron.

  So when the pharaoh arrived, and was within hearing range, Moses had Aaron tell the pharaoh that Moses was sent by the God of the Hebrews.  That Rameses had not sent [Septuagint] the people of Israel out of Egypt to serve their God.

1st plague

Exodus 7:19-24

The Lord said to Moses, "Say to Aaron, "Take your staff and stretch out your hand over the waters of Egypt—over its rivers, its canals, and its ponds, and all its pools of water—so that they may become blood; and there shall be blood throughout the whole land of Egypt, even in vessels of wood and in vessels of stone.' " Moses and Aaron did just as the Lord commanded. In the sight of Pharaoh and of his officials he lifted up the staff and struck the water in the river, and all the water in the river was turned into blood, and the fish in the river died. The river stank so that the Egyptians could not drink its water, and there was blood throughout the whole land of Egypt. But the magicians of Egypt did the same by their secret arts; so Pharaoh's heart remained hardened, and he would not listen to them, as the Lord had said. Pharaoh turned and went into his house, and he did not take even this to heart. And all the Egyptians had to dig along the Nile for water to drink, for they could not drink the water of the river. 

  Moses told Aaron to stretch his staff (to the west) over the entire waters of Egypt including all standing water [this is likely an exaggeration to make the story more impressive].  Meanwhile, in the sight of the pharaoh, Moses struck the Nile River with his staff.
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  There had been heavy rains in the Ethiopian highlands and the red clay had been washed into the upper Nile and had turned it 'blood red'.
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  Already the red clay had begun to wash into the upper Nile and was already drifting into the slower water beside the banks [some speculate that it may have been a toxic fresh water algae bloom that was God’s tool].

  This was the first of ten opportunities for the pharaoh to allow the people of Israel to leave Egypt.

  Soon the fish began to suffocate due to a lack of oxygen and died with their gills full of red mud.  The Nile River became foul, and the water was smelly and undrinkable.
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  It was easy for the Egyptian priest to duplicate.  They added lots of mud to a stream of fish and, sure enough, the fish died and the water was foul.

  So the pharaoh was not impressed by Yahweh and the Egyptians simply dug fresh wells and the water they found was clean and drinkable [if Aaron had cursed all water to be foul, then the new wells would have been foul also].

2nd plague

Exodus 7:25, 8:1-7, 12-15

Seven days passed after the Lord had struck the Nile….Then the Lord said to Moses, "Go to Pharaoh and say to him, "Thus says the Lord: Let my people go, so that they may worship me. If you refuse to let them go, I will plague your whole country with frogs. The river shall swarm with frogs; they shall come up into your palace, into your bedchamber and your bed, and into the houses of your officials and of your people, and into your ovens and your kneading bowls. The frogs shall come up on you and on your people and on all your officials.' " And the Lord said to Moses, "Say to Aaron, "Stretch out your hand with your staff over the rivers, the canals, and the pools, and make frogs come up on the land of Egypt.' " So Aaron stretched out his hand over the waters of Egypt; and the frogs came up and covered the land of Egypt. But the magicians did the same by their secret arts, and brought frogs up on the land of Egypt. 

….Then Moses and Aaron went out from Pharaoh; and Moses cried out to the Lord concerning the frogs that he had brought upon Pharaoh. And the Lord did as Moses requested: the frogs died in the houses, the courtyards, and the fields. And they gathered them together in heaps, and the land stank. But when Pharaoh saw that there was a respite, he hardened his heart, and would not listen to them, just as the Lord had said. 

  In the last seven days the mud had drifted to the banks of the Nile River and the entire river was red.  Yahweh sent Moses and Aaron to Rameses to warn him that if he did not send the people of Israel out of Egypt, their God would send a plague of frogs over the land in huge numbers (many frog eggs were usually eaten by the fish).

  But since Rameses did not acknowledge them, Aaron pointed his staff and the frogs deserted the Nile in record numbers.   They were everywhere.
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  Of course it was easy for the Egyptian priests to duplicate the feat.  Just add enough dirt to frog filled ponds and the frogs would leave.

  Yet Rameses did not recognized Moses as a spokesman for a deity, so he was still unimpressed.  The frogs were an inconvenience that happened often when the Nile flooded, though not usually in such large numbers, and Rameses and Moses agreed that Moses would stop the frog invasion the next day.  And sure enough, the next day, the frogs, unable to live for long out of the water, died.  The bodies were piled up and the stench of rotting frogs was overpowering (and attractive to insects).  But since there were no new frogs coming to annoy his people, the pharaoh did not release the Hebrews.

3rd plague

Exodus 8:16-19

Then the Lord said to Moses, "Say to Aaron, "Stretch out your staff and strike the dust of the earth, so that it may become gnats throughout the whole land of Egypt.' " And they did so; Aaron stretched out his hand with his staff and struck the dust of the earth, and gnats came on humans and animals alike; all the dust of the earth turned into gnats throughout the whole land of Egypt. The magicians tried to produce gnats by their secret arts, but they could not. There were gnats on both humans and animals. And the magicians said to Pharaoh, "This is the finger of God!" But Pharaoh's heart was hardened, and he would not listen to them, just as the Lord had said. 

  Because Rameses was unimpressed by Moses and did not allow the people of Israel to depart from Egypt, Aaron took his staff and struck the dirt.  There arose from the ground swarms of "Keenim" [Hebrew] which is a general word meaning a bug or insect, and could be flies, lice, gnats, sandflies, mosquitoes, etc. (there were piles of frog bodies rotting).  There is really not enough information supplied to identify the specific insect.

  However there is some speculation.

  With an abundance of frog corpses, an increase of gnats (small flying insects) is very possible.
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  Another strong possibility as the flood water of the Nile began to recede a week or two later, there would be pools of standing water and wet ground – an ideal breeding ground for mosquito that have only a 7 day life cycle.
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  Thus, within a couple of weeks, at the end of July, there would be swarms of hungry, blood sucking mosquitoes.  Some might even carry diseases to later infect animals or humans.

  The Egyptian priests could not duplicate what Yahweh had done through Moses, and told Rameses that this was the power of the Hebrew God.  But the pharaoh did not listen to them or free the Hebrews.

4th plague

Exodus 8:20-24

Then the Lord said to Moses, "Rise early in the morning and present yourself before Pharaoh, as he goes out to the water, and say to him, "Thus says the Lord: Let my people go, so that they may worship me. For if you will not let my people go, I will send swarms of flies on you, your officials, and your people, and into your houses; and the houses of the Egyptians shall be filled with swarms of flies; so also the land where they live. But on that day I will set apart the land of Goshen, where my people live, so that no swarms of flies shall be there, that you may know that I the Lord am in this land. Thus I will make a distinction between my people and your people. This sign shall appear tomorrow.' " The Lord did so, and great swarms of flies came into the house of Pharaoh and into his officials' houses; in all of Egypt the land was ruined because of the flies. 

  Moses and Aaron were sent to Rameses around mid-August.  The pharaoh was told that the land of Egypt would be invaded by flies [after all there were no frogs to eat them], tomorrow, unless the people were allowed to leave.  Furthermore, the Hebrews living in Goshen would be spared and that all the rest of Egypt would be covered.

  When they were not freed, Yahweh sent the "Arov" [Hebrew], which means "wild things" [some interpret this as 'wild animals' such as jackals or snakes].  The 'dogflies' [Septuagint], also know as the 'stable flies' because they appear around human stables, have a 28 day life cycle and is a blood sucker – especially attacking cattle.
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  And they came in great numbers, attacking Egyptian livestock (cattle), but not the Hebrew livestock (sheep and goats), and leading to painful bumps around the bite.

Exodus 8:25-26, 28-32

Then Pharaoh summoned Moses and Aaron, and said, "Go, sacrifice to your God within the land." But Moses said, "It would not be right to do so; for the sacrifices that we offer to the Lord our God are offensive to the Egyptians. If we offer in the sight of the Egyptians sacrifices that are offensive to them, will they not stone us? 

….So Pharaoh said, "I will let you go to sacrifice to the Lord your God in the wilderness, provided you do not go very far away. Pray for me." 

Then Moses said, "As soon as I leave you, I will pray to the Lord that the swarms of flies may depart tomorrow from Pharaoh, from his officials, and from his people; only do not let Pharaoh again deal falsely by not letting the people go to sacrifice to the Lord." So Moses went out from Pharaoh and prayed to the Lord. And the Lord did as Moses asked: he removed the swarms of flies from Pharaoh, from his officials, and from his people; not one remained. But Pharaoh hardened his heart this time also, and would not let the people go. 

  Rameses called Moses and Aaron, and offered to give the people a day off to get together inside Egypt to sacrifice to their Hebrew God.  That was not acceptable.  The Hebrews sacrificed animals that were sacred to Egyptians and the Hebrews would be attacked if they offended the Egyptians in that way.  But because the pharaoh had offered a compromise, Moses would ask Yahweh to get rid of the stable flies.  And God removed all [an exaggeration?] of the flies.

5th plague

Exodus 9:1-7

Then the Lord said to Moses, "Go to Pharaoh, and say to him, "Thus says the Lord, the God of the Hebrews: Let my people go, so that they may worship me. For if you refuse to let them go and still hold them, the hand of the Lord will strike with a deadly pestilence your livestock in the field: the horses, the donkeys, the camels, the herds, and the flocks. But the Lord will make a distinction between the livestock of Israel and the livestock of Egypt, so that nothing shall die of all that belongs to the Israelites.' " 

The Lord set a time, saying, "Tomorrow the Lord will do this thing in the land." And on the next day the Lord did so; all the livestock of the Egyptians died, but of the livestock of the Israelites not one died. Pharaoh inquired and found that not one of the livestock of the Israelites was dead. But the heart of Pharaoh was hardened, and he would not let the people go. 

  Moses and Aaron met with Rameses in September, to inform him that if he did not let the Hebrews leave Egypt, then Yahweh would send a disease on Egypt’s cattle, but that the livestock of the Hebrews would be unaffected.

  When the pharaoh did not authorize their departure, Egypt’s cattle [the other animals were likely added for emphasis (the camel had not yet even been domesticated)] began getting ill, probably weakened by the stable fly.  Typical of the virus Rinderpest is a greater then 80% death rate [though anthrax is possible, the death rate is not nearly that high], though it was said that ALL of the cattle died.
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  The pharaoh had the Hebrew flocks checked, but there were unaffected.  Still the pharaoh was stubborn, and he did not let them go.

6th plague

Exodus 9:8-12

Then the Lord said to Moses and Aaron, "Take handfuls of soot from the kiln, and let Moses throw it in the air in the sight of Pharaoh. It shall become fine dust all over the land of Egypt, and shall cause festering boils on humans and animals throughout the whole land of Egypt." So they took soot from the kiln, and stood before Pharaoh, and Moses threw it in the air, and it caused festering boils on humans and animals. The magicians could not stand before Moses because of the boils, for the boils afflicted the magicians as well as all the Egyptians. But the Lord hardened the heart of Pharaoh, and he would not listen to them, just as the Lord had spoken to Moses. 

  Moses and Aaron were instructed to send the next plague without even talking to Rameses, after all he basically knew what was expected of him abut stubbornly refused to fully comply.

  So Moses collected some ash from a kiln and, in a place where the pharaoh could watch, Moses threw some of it skyward, to be caught by the wind and carried over Egypt.  And people and animals were afflicted with painful bumps surrounded by swollen red skin, called boils, usually caused by a bacteria.
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  But the pharaoh was unmoved.

7th plague
Exodus 9:22-25, 31-32

The Lord said to Moses, "Stretch out your hand toward heaven so that hail may fall on the whole land of Egypt, on humans and animals and all the plants of the field in the land of Egypt." Then Moses stretched out his staff toward heaven, and the Lord sent thunder and hail, and fire came down on the earth. And the Lord rained hail on the land of Egypt; there was hail with fire flashing continually in the midst of it, such heavy hail as had never fallen in all the land of Egypt since it became a nation. The hail struck down everything that was in the open field throughout all the land of Egypt, both human and animal; the hail also struck down all the plants of the field, and shattered every tree in the field. 

….(Now the flax and the barley were ruined, for the barley was in the ear and the flax was in bud. But the wheat and the spelt were not ruined, for they are late in coming up.) 

  It had been a bad three months since the Nile flooded, but life seemed to settle down.  From October through December the crops were planted and people and animals regained some of their health.  But the worst was yet to come.

  Yahweh had given Rameses some gentle arguments and had been patient and merciful.  But God was serious, and now the pharaoh would face greater pressure to allow the people of Israel to be free.

  So, in late January, Moses was once again sent to Rameses with a twenty-four hour deadline.  The pharaoh should bring all Egyptians under shelter of he would not let the people of Israel go free.  But the pharaoh did not heed the warning.

  So the next day, Moses pointed his staff to the sky, and a great storm moved over Egypt [some think that the volcanic eruption of Santorini, of 1500 BC, was being described].  Wind brought the rain.  Lightening ['running fire' in the Septuagint], jumped from the ground to the clouds, starting fires, so often that it seemed almost continuous.
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  And the thunder rolled across the land like the drums of war.

  Then, in the midst of the fury, came a very rare thing.  Hail.  From the size of peas to the size of one's fist, the hail fell.
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  Not only did it destroy the barley that had begun to mature, but also the flax which had just begun to bud.  These crops were destroyed (though the wheat and the spelt were not destroyed because they had not yet sprouted.  The hail was so hard that branches of trees were broken down.  And many of the Egyptians that had been left in the fields, suffered impact injuries or were beaten to death.
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Exodus 9:26-30, 33-35

Only in the land of Goshen, where the Israelites were, there was no hail. Then Pharaoh summoned Moses and Aaron, and said to them, "This time I have sinned; the Lord is in the right, and I and my people are in the wrong. Pray to the Lord! Enough of God's thunder and hail! I will let you go; you need stay no longer." Moses said to him, "As soon as I have gone out of the city, I will stretch out my hands to the Lord; the thunder will cease, and there will be no more hail, so that you may know that the earth is the Lord's. But as for you and your officials, I know that you do not yet fear the Lord God." 

….So Moses left Pharaoh, went out of the city, and stretched out his hands to the Lord; then the thunder and the hail ceased, and the rain no longer poured down on the earth. But when Pharaoh saw that the rain and the hail and the thunder had ceased, he sinned once more and hardened his heart, he and his officials. So the heart of Pharaoh was hardened, and he would not let the Israelites go, just as the Lord had spoken through Moses. 

  Yet once again God had made a distinction between the Egyptians and the Hebrews, for the hail did not fall in Goshen.   So Rameses called for Moses and Aaron to come from Goshen into his city.  He asked them to stop the storm, and he agreed to let the people go.

  So, as Moses and Aaron left the city, Moses asked god to end the storm, and it ended.  But when the pharaoh's advisors saw that the storm already was ending, the stubborn pharaoh regretted losing the Hebrew labor, probably found some technicality, and refused to let them go.

Exodus 10:1-11

Then the Lord said to Moses, "Go to Pharaoh; for I have hardened his heart and the heart of his officials, in order that I may show these signs of mine among them, and that you may tell your children and grandchildren how I have made fools of the Egyptians and what signs I have done among them—so that you may know that I am the Lord." So Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh, and said to him, "Thus says the Lord, the God of the Hebrews, "How long will you refuse to humble yourself before me? Let my people go, so that they may worship me. For if you refuse to let my people go, tomorrow I will bring locusts into your country. They shall cover the surface of the land, so that no one will be able to see the land. They shall devour the last remnant left you after the hail, and they shall devour every tree of yours that grows in the field. They shall fill your houses, and the houses of all your officials and of all the Egyptians—something that neither your parents nor your grandparents have seen, from the day they came on earth to this day.' " Then he turned and went out from Pharaoh. 

Pharaoh's officials said to him, "How long shall this fellow be a snare to us? Let the people go, so that they may worship the Lord their God; do you not yet understand that Egypt is ruined?" So Moses and Aaron were brought back to Pharaoh, and he said to them, "Go, worship the Lord your God! But which ones are to go?" Moses said, "We will go with our young and our old; we will go with our sons and daughters and with our flocks and herds, because we have the Lord's festival to celebrate." He said to them, "The Lord indeed will be with you, if ever I let your little ones go with you! Plainly, you have some evil purpose in mind. No, never! Your men may go and worship the Lord, for that is what you are asking." And they were driven out from Pharaoh's presence. 

  Again Moses and Aaron went into the city to give Rameses a warning of coming troubles, knowing that he would not heed the warning.  The pharaoh had one day to let the people of Israel go.  Then Moses and Aaron left the city.

  But this time the pharaoh's advisors pointed out to Rameses the damage done to Egypt and suggested that he find out, in detail, what the Hebrews considered a minimum concession in order to stop their God from damaging Egypt any more.

  So Rameses sent for Moses and Aaron to return.  He then asked them the question of who would be needed to perform the rituals.  Moses said that everyone must go.  But the pharaoh knew that they had no intention of returning if they took everyone, and he stubbornly refused to completely surrender, so he decided that they could go, but only the men.  Then he dismissed them to leave his presence.

8th plague

Exodus 10:12-15

Then the Lord said to Moses, "Stretch out your hand over the land of Egypt, so that the locusts may come upon it and eat every plant in the land, all that the hail has left." So Moses stretched out his staff over the land of Egypt, and the Lord brought an east wind upon the land all that day and all that night; when morning came, the east wind had brought the locusts. The locusts came upon all the land of Egypt and settled on the whole country of Egypt, such a dense swarm of locusts as had never been before, nor ever shall be again. They covered the surface of the whole land, so that the land was black; and they ate all the plants in the land and all the fruit of the trees that the hail had left; nothing green was left, no tree, no plant in the field, in all the land of Egypt. 

  Thus, by the end of February, the locust came as promised, when Moses stretched out his staff toward the east.  The Sirocco wind from the Arabian desert, blew across the Reed Sea and brought a plague of locust.
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  And they greedily devoured anything green.  They consumed the wheat and smelt, as well as any other living plant that they found.

Exodus 10:16-20

Pharaoh hurriedly summoned Moses and Aaron and said, "I have sinned against the Lord your God, and against you. Do forgive my sin just this once, and pray to the Lord your God that at the least he remove this deadly thing from me." So he went out from Pharaoh and prayed to the Lord. The Lord changed the wind into a very strong west wind, which lifted the locusts and drove them into the Red Sea; not a single locust was left in all the country of Egypt. But the Lord hardened Pharaoh's heart, and he would not let the Israelites go. 

  The pharaoh called again for Moses and Aaron.  He finally admitted the power of their God and asked for mercy, 'just this once', but he made no other concession.  Yet Moses asked Yahweh to remove the locust.  So God raised up a wind from the west that strongly blew the swarm of locust back into the Reed Sea [though it is likely an exaggeration to say that not one locust remained in Egypt].

  But since Rameses had promised nothing, he did not let the people go.

9th plague
Exodus 10:21-23

Then the Lord said to Moses, "Stretch out your hand toward heaven so that there may be darkness over the land of Egypt, a darkness that can be felt." So Moses stretched out his hand toward heaven, and there was dense darkness in all the land of Egypt for three days. People could not see one another, and for three days they could not move from where they were; but all the Israelites had light where they lived. 

  Immediately after the wind from the west carried off the locust, Moses again pointed his staff to the west.  This wind from the Libyan desert now blew in a great dust storm with a darkness so complete that other people could not be seen.

  The "Khamsin" [Hebrew] wind is known to blow anytime from March to May.  Here came a darkness one could feel.  For three days it blew across the Nile, but dissipated by the time it reached Goshen so that there was some light to wee by, though most people stayed in their homes.

Exodus 10:24-27

Then Pharaoh summoned Moses, and said, "Go, worship the Lord. Only your flocks and your herds shall remain behind. Even your children may go with you." But Moses said, "You must also let us have sacrifices and burnt offerings to sacrifice to the Lord our God. Our livestock also must go with us; not a hoof shall be left behind, for we must choose some of them for the worship of the Lord our God, and we will not know what to use to worship the Lord until we arrive there." But the Lord hardened Pharaoh's heart, and he was unwilling to let them go. 

  Now, when the pharaoh summoned Moses, he was ready to make further concessions.  All the people could leave Egypt for the rituals.  But the pharaoh wanted their labor force to return, so his final condition was that they leave behind their herds and flocks (their way to survive).

  But Moses refused (feeling more and more confident in Yahweh).  The people of Israel were to be entirely free of Egypt.  They were to leave forever.  But that was what Rameses was trying to avoid, and so he 'dug in his heels' once again and sent Moses away.

10th plague
Exodus 12:21-23

Then Moses called all the elders of Israel and said to them, "Go, select lambs for your families, and slaughter the passover lamb. Take a bunch of hyssop, dip it in the blood that is in the basin, and touch the lintel and the two doorposts with the blood in the basin. None of you shall go outside the door of your house until morning. For the Lord will pass through to strike down the Egyptians; when he sees the blood on the lintel and on the two doorposts, the Lord will pass over that door and will not allow the destroyer to enter your houses to strike you down. 

  After Moses had been instructed by Yahweh, he met with the elders of the clans to pass on to them the instructions that he had received from the God of their fathers.  They were to select a lamb, according to the members of their extended family it would feed.  They were to kill the lamb and catch the blood in a bowl.  Then, with the foliage of the Marjoram [Hebrew: Hyssop] plant, they were to 'paint' around the doors of their homes (both the sides and the top of the frame).  Then they were to go inside, close the door, and stay inside until morning.

  Why?  Because Yahweh was sending a destroying spirit to slay Egyptians.  And the sign that God had arranged was the blood around the door.  The Destroyer would sense the blood and pass by the house.

Exodus 12:29-31

At midnight the Lord struck down all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, from the firstborn of Pharaoh who sat on his throne to the firstborn of the prisoner who was in the dungeon, and all the firstborn of the livestock. Pharaoh arose in the night, he and all his officials and all the Egyptians; and there was a loud cry in Egypt, for there was not a house without someone dead. Then he summoned Moses and Aaron in the night, and said, "Rise up, go away from my people, both you and the Israelites! Go, worship the Lord, as you said. 

  Then, in late March or early April, on the 15th day of Nisan [Numbers 33:3], around 1270 BC, Yahweh would finally push Rameses to recognize his defeat.  At midnight, the Destroyer went through the land of Egypt and killed all first born that were not behind the doors that had been brushed with blood.  From the household of the pharaoh to those who were in prison [all the cattle were already dead during the fifth plague].  There was not an Egyptian household that was spared.  [If this happened to my family today, I would lose 19 family members, including my wife, my eldest daughter, two sons-in-law, and two grandchildren.]  The death toll in Egypt would have been horrific.

  Yahweh had mercifully given Rameses nine chances to free the people of Israel.  The pharaoh had stubbornly refused.  This display of power was to convince the pharaoh that God seriously intended that His people be freed.

  [There is NO known way that any disease could be this selective.  Happening in this way was an obvious act of the will of God.  However, it is likely that there is a certain amount of exaggeration beyond some basic facts, as there has been elsewhere, by the story telling editor.  There is no doubt in my mind that the eldest of the pharaoh died, as did numerous other important Egyptians, leading to a great cry of mourning in Egypt.]

Exodus 12:31-32

Then he summoned Moses and Aaron in the night, and said, "Rise up, go away from my people, both you and the Israelites! Go, worship the Lord, as you said. Take your flocks and your herds, as you said, and be gone. And bring a blessing on me too!" 

  Rameses dreaded what the Hebrew God might do next if the pharaoh did not admit total defeat and fully comply with their God's demands.  So this time when Rameses summoned Moses, the pharaoh demanded that Moses take the people of Israel out of Egypt.  'Go now, and take with you everything that you will need. [more likely that he simply told them to leave his presence and never "darken his door again"].'

Opinion:

  [I do not doubt that the first born of the pharaoh died and that a disease killed off numerous high ranking Egyptians, so that the entire country was thrown into chaos.  It was then, I think, that the Hebrew took advantage of the situation and suddenly created and executed a plan to escape Egypt.  The author later showed the people how Yahweh had finally delivered them from their bondage using a 'year from hell' as a framework for the story.]

Israel leaves Egypt 




Exodus 12:33-15:18
Exodus 12:33-36

The Egyptians urged the people to hasten their departure from the land, for they said, "We shall all be dead." So the people took their dough before it was leavened, with their kneading bowls wrapped up in their cloaks on their shoulders. The Israelites had done as Moses told them; they had asked the Egyptians for jewelry of silver and gold, and for clothing, and the Lord had given the people favor in the sight of the Egyptians, so that they let them have what they asked. And so they plundered the Egyptians. 

  It was still dark when Moses gave the word to leave.   The mourning Egyptians were relieved that the Hebrews were departing, and gave them valuable gifts (as they were able).  To allow the Hebrews to leave 'ungifted' might be an affront to their VERY powerful God, and might bring on even more painful trouble.  So many Egyptians gave the Hebrews something (from jewelry to clothes).

  The call to leave immediately had led to a flurry of confused action.  The people were so busy that they did not get around to the regular morning chore of adding yeast to their bread and letting it rise.  They simply put the dough in the mixing bowls, and packed them for the journey.

  And thus, after 430 years, the people of Israel began their journey to the homeland that the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob had been promised.

Exodus (traditional) [summary]
   Moses led the people out of Egypt.  They camped beside the Red Sea.  Pharaoh's army was blocked by God.  God parted the Red Sea and "The Israelites went into the sea on dry ground, the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left" [Exodus 14:22].  Then "The waters returned and covered the chariots and the chariot drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh that had followed them into the sea; not one of them remained" [Exodus 14:28].  As Miriam sang, "Sing to the LORD, for he has triumphed gloriously; horse and rider he has thrown into the sea" [Exodus 15:21].

  Then they walked with over 2 million people south down the Sinai peninsula to Mount Sinai, where they camped for 2 years, 2 months, and 20 days [Numbers 10:11] and Moses received the Ten Commandments.  Finally they journeyed north to Rephidim where they fought against Amalek.  Then they remained in the wilderness, at Kadesh-barnea, for 40 years.
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Exodus (alternative) [summary]
   Moses led the older solders, the aged, the women, the young, and the animals the easy way out of Egypt and directly toward Kadesh-barnea.

  Joshua led a daring band of young men to attract the attention of the Egyptian border guards.  They crossed the Reed Sea on foot while the chariots bogged down.  Then they traveled directly south along the border to continue to draw the attention of the Egyptians who sent out a force to try to overtake them.  Joshua led them down the west side of the Sinai peninsula to Mount Sinai, where the Egyptians gave up the pursuit, and then traveling north up the east side of the peninsula to arrive at Rephidim in time to meet up with Moses and defeat Amalek.  Israel made Kadesh-barnea their wilderness home for 40 years, and Moses, at Mt. Horeb the "mountain of God", Moses received the ten commandments. 
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  There are at least four views of the exodus from Egypt.  1: The story teller, 2: Moses leading most of the people, 3: Joshua leading a daring diversionary force, and 4: a priestly editor.

Review:

  The pharaoh's eldest child, along with many of the children of the high ranking Egyptians, died suddenly.  As the Egyptians mourned, Moses and Aaron were in the city of Rameses.  When they tried to meet with the pharaoh they were told to leave his presence and never return.  So they went out and met with the elders of the clans and decided on a bold plan to flee Egypt.  They sent messengers to the Hebrews outside of the city to meet in Succoth.  They were to "accept any gifts" that the Egyptians might offer them (especially gifts that could be used as cash later).

Exodus (traditional overview):

Exodus 15:1-21
  The traditional view of the journey from Rameses to Mount Horeb can be understood through a poem that would seem to be an account of an eye witness of the Exodus.  Here is one of the oldest "songs" in the Hebrew scriptures.

Exodus 15:1, 20-21

Then the Lord said to Moses:… It came between the army of Egypt and the army of Israel. And so the cloud was there with the darkness, and it lit up the night; one did not come near the other all night. Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The Lord drove the sea back by a strong east wind all night, and turned the sea into dry land; and the waters were divided. 

  Miriam, the older sister of Moses, after the defeat of Amalek at Rephadim, felt the reality of freedom "wash over her", and she, bubbling with relief, happiness and joy, grabbed a tambourine and began to sing and dance

[image: image36.jpg]



 – allowing her spirit to freely express what she felt.

  She called to others, 'Let us sing!  Yahweh has triumphed!  It was glorious!  Yahweh "threw" the pursuers into the sea [allow her some artistic license, but God did not "throw" anyone, anywhere]!'  To be free of Egypt and have a home was GREAT!

  With this song at the core, the storytellers expanded the story, and God's actions, to be more dramatic – enough to be memorable for the generations to follow.  Then, to explain it further, and expand the story with some detail, the "song of Moses" developed.

Exodus 15:2-3

The Lord is my strength and my might, and he has become my salvation; this is my God, and I will praise him, my father's God, and I will exalt him. The Lord is a warrior; the Lord is his name. 

  The first priority was to recognize that God had made possible their escape and their freedom.  On their own they would still be serving the Egyptians.  If Yahweh had not fulfilled the promise made to Jacob, to bring the people out of Egypt, they would never be a free people.  Yahweh was their helper, protector [Septuagint], and their savior.  They will always give the glory to the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob for their rescue.

  Yahweh fought the Egyptian gods and won the children of Israel their freedom.  Let everyone know that Yahweh defeated the gods of the most powerful nation of their time.  Let everyone remember the name of Yahweh.

Exodus 15:4-10

"Pharaoh's chariots and his army he cast into the sea; his picked officers were sunk in the Red Sea. The floods covered them; they went down into the depths like a stone. Your right hand, O Lord, glorious in power— your right hand, O Lord, shattered the enemy. In the greatness of your majesty you overthrew your adversaries; you sent out your fury, it consumed them like stubble. At the blast of your nostrils the waters piled up, the floods stood up in a heap; the deeps congealed in the heart of the sea. The enemy said, "I will pursue, I will overtake, I will divide the spoil, my desire shall have its fill of them. I will draw my sword, my hand shall destroy them.' You blew with your wind, the sea covered them; they sank like lead in the mighty waters. 

  When Pharaoh Rameses sent his deadly chariots, drawn by horses and manned by experienced soldiers, the pride of the pharaoh's military, to pursue the children of Israel, Yahweh defeated them as they tried to follow them across the Red Sea.  Yahweh drowned them, covering them as with a flash flood from a historically powerful thunderstorm.

  Yahweh's arm of power gloriously struck down, and wiped out, the Egyptian elite.  Yahweh is so great that the army of the most powerful nation was destroyed like a prairie fire burns the stubble left in a field after the harvest.  The hurricane force winds that Yahweh sent, blew the water of the sea so powerfully that it piled up like a solid wall, and exposed the sea floor.

  Then, when the people of God walked across the sea floor as though it were dry ground, the Egyptians decided to follow with the chariots.  They must have thought of how easy it would be to overtake the children of Israel, to slaughter the men, and to collect anything of value that they could find, while those who survived the sword could be sold into true slavery.

  But the wind of Yahweh changed direction, and the wall of water became a churning flood that, like a tidal wave, completely covered the chariots, the horses, and the soldiers, all of who were submerged and drowned.

Exodus 15:11-16

"Who is like you, O Lord, among the gods? Who is like you, majestic in holiness, awesome in splendor, doing wonders? You stretched out your right hand, the earth swallowed them. "In your steadfast love you led the people whom you redeemed; you guided them by your strength to your holy abode. The peoples heard, they trembled; pangs seized the inhabitants of Philistia. Then the chiefs of Edom were dismayed; trembling seized the leaders of Moab; all the inhabitants of Canaan melted away. Terror and dread fell upon them; by the might of your arm, they became still as a stone until your people, O Lord, passed by, until the people whom you acquired passed by. 

  Yahweh is the greatest among the gods!  Yahweh defeated the gods of the greatest nation on Earth – Egypt.  Glorious in battle!  Awesome in victory!  Glorified by fulfilling promises!  Doing wonders to bring the people of Israel out!

  Yahweh brought death to the Egyptians by reaching out with power to deliver the people.  Because of the steadfast love [Hebrew: hesed] that Yahweh has for the people of the promise, though it had been 430 years, Yahweh took the people from the Egyptians and guided them to the Holy Mountain Horeb and the oasis of Kadesh-barnea [many feel that the "abode" mentioned here is Jerusalem, but Yahweh told Moses to bring them to Mt. Horeb, and it would be another 270 years before David captured Jerusalem].

  Fear of Yahweh spread among the people of Canaan [the Philistines would not take control of the coastland until 1175 BC (100 years later)] and through Edom and Moab (where, 40 years later, along the Kings Highway, the people would be led by Yahweh to the place, opposite Jericho, where they would enter the Holy Land).  There the people of the nations would be paralyzed with fear until Israel had passed by their lands.

Exodus 15:17-18

You brought them in and planted them on the mountain of your own possession, the place, O Lord, that you made your abode, the sanctuary, O Lord, that your hands have established. The Lord will reign forever and ever." 

  So the people of Israel had been brought safely to Kadesh-barnea, near Mount Horeb, the mountain of God, and were settling in as the people of Yahweh.  This was done through the action of Yahweh to fulfill the promise made to Jacob.

  Yahweh, the greatest god, will be The God of the people of Israel forever.

Exodus (alternative in detail)



[The Exodus from a more historical perspective]

Exodus 12:37-41

The Israelites journeyed from Rameses to Succoth, about six hundred thousand men on foot, besides children. A mixed crowd also went up with them, and livestock in great numbers, both flocks and herds. They baked unleavened cakes of the dough that they had brought out of Egypt; it was not leavened, because they were driven out of Egypt and could not wait, nor had they prepared any provisions for themselves. The time that the Israelites had lived in Egypt was four hundred thirty years. At the end of four hundred thirty years, on that very day, all the companies of the Lord went out from the land of Egypt. 

  Having been told by the pharaoh to 'get out' of his presence permanently (in the spring, around the year 1270 BC), and having devised a plan to escape Egypt, Moses led the Hebrews from the city of Rameses [Numbers 33:5] while the pharaoh and "all of Egypt" mourned the death of the first born [later they would say that they were "driven out" where now they would be "escorted out" by the Egyptian military].

  They walked the 40 miles from Rameses to Succoth (boldness itself) and arrived on the second day.  They met with Aaron, who had been sent ahead, and the people he had gathered together.  
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It is said that there were around 600,000 men [Numbers 1:46], plus children [Hebrew], women [obviously necessary], and a mixed multitude of others (including Hebrews descended from other clans, and maybe some that were not Hebrews) [the total has been estimated to be around 2.5 million persons.  An obvious exaggeration based, in part, on a census by King David in 2 Samuel 24:9].

  And, of course, they drove their sheep, goats, and cattle with them.  They carried all their baggage [Septuagint], such as pans and bowls, as well as their personal items and the valuables "given" to them by the Egyptians.

  When they stopped after the first day they would have to bake their unleavened bread, made from the dough they had hurriedly packed for the trip.

  Making it seem more miraculous, and easier to remember, the storyteller stated that it had been exactly 430 years to the day since Jacob had arrived in Egypt to be with his son Joseph.

Numbers 33:3-5

They set out from Rameses in the first month, on the fifteenth day of the first month; on the day after the passover the Israelites went out boldly in the sight of all the Egyptians, while the Egyptians were burying all their firstborn, whom the Lord had struck down among them. The Lord executed judgments even against their gods. So the Israelites set out from Rameses, and camped at Succoth. 

  On the 14th day of the first month (Nisan 14) [the end of March or the beginning of April], the people had witnessed the Destroyer, sent by Yahweh, pass over the Hebrew households.  Then on Nisan 15 Moses had boldly led the people from the city of Rameses [They may have been told to leave the pharaoh's presence, but the elders knew that they were attempting to escape at an opportune moment.  They had NOT been told to leave Egypt – they were attempting to get a head start on their bid for freedom while Egypt was distracted and slow to respond].  Yahweh had defeated the gods of Egypt, and now they left the city of Rameses to go to the city of Succoth.

Exodus 13:17-19

When Pharaoh let the people go, God did not lead them by way of the land of the Philistines, although that was nearer; for God thought, "If the people face war, they may change their minds and return to Egypt." So God led the people by the roundabout way of the wilderness toward the Red Sea. The Israelites went up out of the land of Egypt prepared for battle. And Moses took with him the bones of Joseph who had required a solemn oath of the Israelites, saying, "God will surely take notice of you, and then you must carry my bones with you from here." 

  The most direct route out of Egypt, and to Canaan their ultimate goal, would be to take the highway known as the "Way of the Sea" which left from the city of Rameses, followed the coast of the Mediterranean Sea north through Canaan, on to Damascus, Syria and then finally to the Tigris and Euphrates River valley.  The problem with this highway is that it was HEAVELY fortified.  To use the highway would have meant that they would have to fight the greatest military in the region.

[image: image38.jpg]31

3%

gkdcl w3

B A’Tér;u/;rf |

()

R

A W
30 (V) Jo @





  It was on the coast of the Mediterranean that Pharaoh Rameses was fighting with the Sea People, and it was further north that he was dealing with the Hyksos.  It would not be safe for escaping slaves to take the short road to Canaan.

  On Nisan 17, the third day since leaving the city of Rameses, the Hebrew spent the day organizing themselves for the longer journey through a swampy area near Lake Timnah and then east across the desert, taking the mummified body of Jacob.

Exodus 13:20-22 (Numbers 33:6)

They set out from Succoth, and camped at Etham, on the edge of the wilderness. The Lord went in front of them in a pillar of cloud by day, to lead them along the way, and in a pillar of fire by night, to give them light, so that they might travel by day and by night. Neither the pillar of cloud by day nor the pillar of fire by night left its place in front of the people. 
(They set out from Succoth, and camped at Etham, which is on the edge of the wilderness.)

  So, on the fourth day, Moses and Aaron led the people out of Succoth and traveled the ten miles to Lake Timnah, and camped in the marshy area of reeds across from the Egyptian frontier outpost of Etham (which was on the east side of Lake Timnah), and on the edge of the Wilderness of Shur.
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  To help guide the people Moses and Aaron would go in front, and they would keep a fire burning in a large pot.  This would be a signal for the trip.  During the day time green material would be thrown on the fire, creating smoke that helped those traveling in the rear to know the direction of travel [this was typical of military units on the move].  Of course, by night, the fire itself could be seen to help the stragglers find the camp at the end of the day.

  The smoke and fire showed those that followed that Yahweh was going in front of them, because as long as the smoke and fire were there, then the leading edge was safely moving forward.

Exodus 14:1-4

Then the Lord said to Moses: Tell the Israelites to turn back and camp in front of Pi-hahiroth, between Migdol and the sea, in front of Baal-zephon; you shall camp opposite it, by the sea.  Pharaoh will say of the Israelites, "They are wandering aimlessly in the land; the wilderness has closed in on them." I will harden Pharaoh's heart, and he will pursue them, so that I will gain glory for myself over Pharaoh and all his army; and the Egyptians shall know that I am the Lord. And they did so. 

  But on the fifth day the people, looking out from among the reeds, saw the military units of the Egyptians pass by ahead of them, to the east (between them and the wilderness).  They could not get past unnoticed.  So a new plan was called for.  The majority of the people would hide in the reeds while a smaller force would distract the Egyptians.

  Thus Moses divided his forces.  He sent the "sons of Israel" [NASB], some daring, healthy, young men [Hebrew: children of Israel] off on a suicide mission as a divisionary force.  They could move fast and endure the rigors of the march.  They were to travel north 20 miles back toward the city of Rameses.  They would give the appearance of being lost, and trapped.

  [Though Joshua may not have begun as the leader of the diversionary forces, Joshua is later treated as the leader (at Rephadim), therefore I will say that Joshua led the force.]

Exodus 14:5-9

When the king of Egypt was told that the people had fled, the minds of Pharaoh and his officials were changed toward the people, and they said, "What have we done, letting Israel leave our service?" So he had his chariot made ready, and took his army with him; he took six hundred picked chariots and all the other chariots of Egypt with officers over all of them. The Lord hardened the heart of Pharaoh king of Egypt and he pursued the Israelites, who were going out boldly. The Egyptians pursued them, all Pharaoh's horses and chariots, his chariot drivers and his army; they overtook them camped by the sea, by Pi-hahiroth, in front of Baal-zephon. 

  By the third day, the pharaoh heard that his Hebrew slaves were trying to escape.  So he sent his messengers out to the frontier fortresses telling them to be alert.

  On the fifth day, when it was reported that a force of slaves were hurrying north, seemingly trapped by the desert and his forces, he decided to once again try to prevent their escape.

  So the pharaoh had his chariot made ready and ordered out a select force of chariots (with a crew of driver and soldier), and drove east.
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  Arriving at Baal-zephon at the end of the fifth day, along with some chariots from some of the frontier fortresses, he found Joshua and his force with their backs to the Reed Sea [in the valley that extends from the Red Sea (today the gulf of Suez) to the Mediterranean Sea], with pi-Hariroth to the south and Migdol across the sea.

Exodus 14:10-14

As Pharaoh drew near, the Israelites looked back, and there were the Egyptians advancing on them. In great fear the Israelites cried out to the Lord. They said to Moses, "Was it because there were no graves in Egypt that you have taken us away to die in the wilderness? What have you done to us, bringing us out of Egypt? Is this not the very thing we told you in Egypt, "Let us alone and let us serve the Egyptians'? For it would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the wilderness." But Moses said to the people, "Do not be afraid, stand firm, and see the deliverance that the Lord will accomplish for you today; for the Egyptians whom you see today you shall never see again. The Lord will fight for you, and you have only to keep still." 

  By the beginning of the sixth day, forces of the pharaoh had been seen on the road east of Lake Timnah, driving north, while Moses, and the people he led, hid in the reeds south of the lake.  With him were the mature soldiers to protect the women, children, and aged, as well as the flocks and herds.  They began to doubt the wisdom of Moses.

  They were afraid that they would be discovered by an Egyptian force and held in place while a greater force was brought.  Then they would be slaughtered.  They questioned Moses.  'What have you done?  Why?  As we discussed with you earlier, would it not have been better to live as servants of Egypt, then be killed in an attempt to escape?'

  Moses relayed a message from Yahweh.  'Calm down.  Fear not.  Be of good courage.  Stand still [Hebrew].  Yahweh will save you and you will not see these Egyptians again.  Just stay calm.  Hold your peace [Hebrew] [Shut up and wait].'

Exodus 14:21b-22a, 23-25, 27a, 28a, 29a

The Lord drove the sea back by a strong east wind all night, and turned the sea into dry land; and the waters were divided. The Israelites went into the sea on dry ground, So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and at dawn the sea returned to its normal depth. The waters returned and covered the chariots and the chariot drivers  But the Israelites walked on dry ground through the sea

Text:  [The Lord drove the sea back by a strong east wind all night, and turned the sea into dry land….The Israelites went into the sea on dry ground….The Egyptians pursued…all of Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, and chariot drivers.

  At the morning watch the Lord in the pillar of fire and cloud looked down upon the Egyptian army, and threw the Egyptian army into panic.  He clogged their chariot wheels so that they turned with difficulty.  The Egyptians said, “Let us flee from the Israelites, for the Lord is fighting for them against Egypt….at dawn the sea returned to its normal depth.  As the Egyptians fled before it….The waters returned….But the Israelites walked on dry ground through the sea.]

  On the night of the sixth day, fires were placed between Joshua and the Egyptian forces.  Meanwhile a strong east wind blew off the desert.  Joshua who had expected to die with his men in order to provide a path of escape for Moses, could not have planned a better event then what Yahweh then provided.  Over night the thin film of water that covered the reed sea to their east, was driven back and the top layer of the soil crusted over.  It was firm enough for a man to walk on.  Therefore, before sunrise, Joshua and his forces fled east, across the reed sea.

  At sunrise the forces of Egypt began their attack, only to find out that the Hebrews had left their fires and were attempting to escape across the flat dry reed sea.  Their "blood was up", so they attempted to follow.  But while the ground was dry enough to walk on, the heavy chariots broke through the crust and got bogged down in the mud.  Because the wind had stopped at sunrise, the water that had been pushed back by the wind, returned, making it even more difficult for the Egyptians who then had to abandon their chariots.

  Apparently some of the Egyptian charioteers came to believe that the Hebrew God had defeated the Egyptian gods because they were ready to leave the battle field because 'Yahweh was fighting for the Hebrew'.  Yahweh had said that the Egyptians would one day recognize the Hebrew God [Exodus 14:4].

Exodus 14:21a-c, 26, 27b, 28

Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The Lord drove the sea back by a strong east wind all night, and turned the sea into dry land; Then the Lord said to Moses, "Stretch out your hand over the sea, so that the water may come back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots and chariot drivers." As the Egyptians fled before it, the Lord tossed the Egyptians into the sea. The waters returned and covered the chariots and the chariot drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh that had followed them into the sea; not one of them remained.

Text:  [Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea….Then the LORD said to Moses, "Stretch out your hand over the sea, so that the water may come back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots and chariot drivers"….As the Egyptians fled before it, the LORD tossed the Egyptians into the sea.  The waters returned and covered the chariots and the chariot drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh that had followed them into the sea; not one of them remained.]

  [Later the storyteller would tell of a wall of water on both sides as the Israelites walked across the Red Sea on the dry sea bed.  And that once across the sea, Moses would send the waters crashing down on the pursuing Egyptian chariots and that they would all be drowned.  This would be a much more memorable story, making more obvious the saving power of Yahweh for the listeners of the story.]
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Israel escapes pursuit



Exodus 15:26-17:16
Exodus 15:26-27

He said, "If you will listen carefully to the voice of the Lord your God, and do what is right in his sight, and give heed to his commandments and keep all his statutes, I will not bring upon you any of the diseases that I brought upon the Egyptians; for I am the Lord who heals you." Then they came to Elim, where there were twelve springs of water and seventy palm trees; and they camped there by the water. 

  Meanwhile Joshua led his force straight south, passing a string of Egyptian frontier fortresses.  Each sent out a small force to see what was happening, and by the end of the sixth day they had run over 40 miles, passed Lake Timnah (and Moses) to the area of the bitter lakes [today] where the water from the oasis of Elim drained.  Elim had plenty of water and even lots of palm trees.  There Joshua and his force found a moment of rest in the night.
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Exodus 15:22a

Then Moses ordered Israel to set out from the Red Sea, and they went into the wilderness of Shur.
  Moses was aware that Joshua had gone past and watched as the Egyptian forces probed south after them.  Then Yahweh told Moses to quit talking and praying – to get the people moving.  He was to point in the direction they were to travel.   So when night fell, he gave the command to move out.
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  They finished their journey across the reed area south of Lake Timnah and went straight past the fortress of Etham.  By sunrise of the seventh day, they were in the Wilderness of Shur, and beginning the 120 mile journey whose goal was Mount Horeb, the mountain of God.  Hopefully, God willing, the Egyptians would be too busy with Joshua and his force, and ignore Moses and the children of Israel.

Numbers 33:10-12 (Exodus 16:1a)

They set out from Elim and camped by the Red Sea.
 (The whole congregation of the Israelites set out from Elim;)

  On the morning of the seventh day, Joshua's force set a hurried pace.  They jogged over 40 miles down the east coast of the Red Sea [today: the Gulf of Suez] before they camped.

  On the morning of the eighth day, Joshua's force continued south.  Again they traveled about 40 miles to the edge of the Wilderness of Sin.  They were following the Egyptian road that was used to get to the copper mines in the southern Sinai Peninsula.
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    On the morning of the ninth day they turned inland (east) and traveled the 20 miles just past Dophkah and the copper mines, where they finally felt safe from pursuit.

Exodus 15:22b-25a

They went three days in the wilderness and found no water. When they came to Marah, they could not drink the water of Marah because it was bitter. That is why it was called Marah. And the people complained against Moses, saying, "What shall we drink?" He cried out to the Lord; and the Lord showed him a piece of wood; he threw it into the water, and the water became sweet.

  Meanwhile Moses led his people straight east into the desert about 10 miles a day.  On the ninth day they came to Marah.  The people were not used to having to do without water, and with the heat and wind they were often thirsty.

  But when they arrived at the oasis, the water was "bitter".  The people were tired, scared, dusty, hot and thirsty.  They were in no mood for one more problem.  And just as important, they believed that their escape from Egypt had been engineered by Moses, not God.  They had "seen" no miracles.  Just one coincident after another, even though Moses had told them it was the hand of God.  So they complained.
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  But Moses was "wilderness wise" from his many years tending the flocks.  He found a certain kind of wood that, when he threw it into the water, mitigated the bitterness enough for the people and animals to drink [As of today there is no known way to do this.  See also Elisha in 2 Kings 2:21].

Exodus 16:13b-15, 22, 31 (Numbers 11:7-9)

and in the morning there was a layer of dew around the camp. When the layer of dew lifted, there on the surface of the wilderness was a fine flaky substance, as fine as frost on the ground. When the Israelites saw it, they said to one another, "What is it?" For they did not know what it was. oses said to them, "It is the bread that the Lord has given you to eat. 
(Now the manna was like coriander seed, and its color was like the color of gum resin. The people went around and gathered it, ground it in mills or beat it in mortars, then boiled it in pots and made cakes of it; and the taste of it was like the taste of cakes baked with oil. When the dew fell on the camp in the night, the manna would fall with it. )
  On the morning of the tenth day, there was a layer of dew.  When it evaporated, it had left a fine flaky substance the size of small seeds, like coriander seed [Septuagint], that were a yellow-white in color, and which could be ground into a flour, boiled, and fried into cakes.  It then tasted like cakes baked in oil [the only similar known substance is excreted by scale insects that feeds on the tamarisk tree and that tastes something like honey].
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  But the people were not desert wise.  They did not know what it was.  Moses told them that it was bread from heaven.  They called it "man hu" [Hebrew].  They were to treat it like any grain.  They should collect as much as two quarts per person, grind it into a powder, and make a flat bread.
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Numbers 11:4-6, 18-20

The rabble among them had a strong craving; and the Israelites also wept again, and said, "If only we had meat to eat! We remember the fish we used to eat in Egypt for nothing, the cucumbers, the melons, the leeks, the onions, and the garlic; but now our strength is dried up, and there is nothing at all but this manna to look at." ….And say to the people: Consecrate yourselves for tomorrow, and you shall eat meat; for you have wailed in the hearing of the Lord, saying, "If only we had meat to eat! Surely it was better for us in Egypt.' Therefore the Lord will give you meat, and you shall eat. You shall eat not only one day, or two days, or five days, or ten days, or twenty days, but for a whole month—until it comes out of your nostrils and becomes loathsome to you—because you have rejected the Lord who is among you, and have wailed before him, saying, "Why did we ever leave Egypt?' " 

  The manna was apparently all that they had to eat for the week that they remained in the area, and they grew tired of it.  By the 17th day the multitude that had joined the clan on this bid for freedom, loudly complained to Moses about the food Yahweh was supplying in the wilderness.  They craved variety, and the flavors that were commonly added to Egyptian cooking.  They wanted meat and fresh produce.  So Moses promised them that they would get all the meat they could want, and more.

Numbers 11:31-35 (Exodus 16:13a)

Then a wind went out from the Lord, and it brought quails from the sea and let them fall beside the camp, about a day's journey on this side and a day's journey on the other side, all around the camp, about two cubits deep on the ground. So the people worked all that day and night and all the next day, gathering the quails; the least anyone gathered was ten homers; and they spread them out for themselves all around the camp. But while the meat was still between their teeth, before it was consumed, the anger of the Lord was kindled against the people, and the Lord struck the people with a very great plague. So that place was called Kibroth-hattaavah, because there they buried the people who had the craving. From Kibroth-hattaavah the people journeyed to Hazeroth. 

(In the evening quails came up and covered the camp;)
  So, as evening approached on the 17th day, the Hebrews with Moses were surprised to find that the afternoon wind, had brought quail across the Red Sea.  This spring migration was not uncommon, but the number of quail astonished the Hebrews.  The quail were tired and easy to catch as they landed for the night.  Many were captured as they landed around the camp.  The people captured the quail all night long and into the morning hours.
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  In their greed the people gathered the quail into piles, and the 18th day was spent in the warm sun plucking the birds and preparing them for supper.  They were preparing to feast on this "gift" from God.  The multitude sang praises to Yahweh and Moses for fulfilling their request.

  But something went very wrong.  Even as they were eating, they began to feel ill [food poisoning?].
  Because of their greed, or because of their lack of trust in God, Yahweh was angry with them.  Through the night there was sickness and death.  The next day more died and those that had died were buried.  The Hebrews called the place the "graves of craving".

  The next morning, on the 20th day, they resumed their journey, arriving at Hazeroth.

Numbers 33:13-14, 16-23

They set out from Dophkah and camped at Alush. 

They set out from Alush and camped at Rephidim, where there was no water for the people to drink. 

….They set out from the wilderness of Sinai and camped at Kibroth-hattaavah. 

They set out from Kibroth-hattaavah and camped at Hazeroth. 

They set out from Hazeroth and camped at Rithmah. 

They set out from Rithmah and camped at Rimmon-perez. 

They set out from Rimmon-perez and camped at Libnah. 

They set out from Libnah and camped at Rissah. 

They set out from Rissah and camped at Kehelathah. 

They set out from Kehelathah and camped at Mount Shepher. 

  While Moses and his people encountered manna, and were promised meat, Joshua, on the tenth day, left Dophkah and traveled 20 miles to Alush.  On the 11th day they arrived at the Wilderness of Sinai.

  From there they traveled up the east side of the Sinai Peninsula without roads and through hilly country.  And since they were not being pursued, they only averaged around eight miles a day [which to me seems unusually slow].

  On the 19th day they camped at Mount Shepher while the people with Moses were burying those who had died eating quail.

Numbers 33:24-32

They set out from Mount Shepher and camped at Haradah. 

They set out from Haradah and camped at Makheloth. 

They set out from Makheloth and camped at Tahath. 

They set out from Tahath and camped at Terah. 

They set out from Terah and camped at Mithkah. 

They set out from Mithkah and camped at Hashmonah. 

They set out from Hashmonah and camped at Moseroth. 

They set out from Moseroth and camped at Bene-jaakan. 

They set out from Bene-jaakan and camped at Hor-haggidgad. 

  Meanwhile Joshua led his force north.  On the 20th day they left Mount Shepher, and on the 29th day they camped at Hor-haggidgad.

Exodus 17:1b-7

They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. The people quarreled with Moses, and said, "Give us water to drink." Moses said to them, "Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the Lord?" But the people thirsted there for water; and the people complained against Moses and said, "Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and livestock with thirst?" So Moses cried out to the Lord, "What shall I do with this people? They are almost ready to stone me." The Lord said to Moses, "Go on ahead of the people, and take some of the elders of Israel with you; take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. I will be standing there in front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it, so that the people may drink." Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. He called the place Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites quarreled and tested the Lord, saying, "Is the Lord among us or not?" 

  When the people had recovered from their illness with the quail, Moses had them resume their journey.  On the 29th day they camped at Rephadim.
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  But there was no water.  Now that the Egyptians were not an immediate concern, the elders challenged the right of Moses to be the decision maker, and they used the lack of water as the excuse to challenge him.  To Moses the leadership had been given to him by Yahweh.

  Yahweh instructed Moses to strike a rock at the base of Mount Horeb, the mountain of God, with his staff.  If water came out it would be proof that God was with them and that Moses was still the one chosen to lead them.

  The Sinai Peninsula, in this area, has a hard limestone layer.  When there is rain, it hits the cap and runs off down the wadi and is lost.  But in many areas the water has seeped through the cracks in the limestone and forms underground streams.

  Moses was a shepherd that knew how to get water for his flocks.  He broke through the limestone rock and the water was freed to come to the surface.  
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  Thus it is that Moses is credited with creating the oasis at Kadesh-barnea which the Hebrews named Massah [testing] and Meribah [strife] because the elders of Israel were putting the Lord's choice of leader to the test.

  Thus the Hebrews now claimed Kadesh-barnea and Mount Horeb as their home.

Numbers 33:33-35

They set out from Hor-haggidgad and camped at Jotbathah. 

They set out from Jotbathah and camped at Abronah. 

They set out from Abronah and camped at Ezion-geber. 

  On the day that Israel arrived at Kadesh-barnea and claimed it as their home, Joshua and his forces arrived at Jothbathah.

Exodus 17:8

Then Amalek came and fought with Israel at Rephidim.
  On the 30th day since their departure from the city of Rameses, Moses and the children of Israel were confronted by Amalek, who already laid claim to the area, and the oasis, as the southern edge of his territory.  The Amalekites were a fierce desert tribe.  They sent an emissary to Moses with a message that they should move on soon.  But Moses delayed, seeking a bit of time to water his flocks and herds and to rest his people.

  But Yahweh had informed Moses that this was to be his home.  Knowing that a battle must eventually take place, Moses sent a messenger to Ezion-geber where he expected Joshua would soon be arriving (according to the plan) and to encourage Joshua to hurry to Kadesh-barnea.  The messenger would take at least two days to get there, so Moses delayed the battle as long as he could and set up his defenses as best he could.

Numbers 33:34-35

They set out from Jotbathah and camped at Abronah. 

They set out from Abronah and camped at Ezion-geber. 

  As the messenger traveled southeast, Joshua traveled north from Jothbathah to Ezion-geber, arriving rested and refreshed on the 32nd day after Israel left the city of Rameses, and the messenger arrived with the news that Moses was expecting a fight with the Amalekites very soon.

Numbers 33:36

They set out from Ezion-geber and camped in the wilderness of Zin (that is, Kadesh).
  It was 90 miles from Ezion-geber to Kadesh-barnea.  Joshua immediately began a forced march.  Traveling 15 hours a day, at 3 miles per hour, they covered 45 miles a day and arrived at Kadesh-barnea on the 34th day of their journey.
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Exodus 17:8-16

Then Amalek came and fought with Israel at Rephidim. Moses said to Joshua, "Choose some men for us and go out, fight with Amalek. Tomorrow I will stand on the top of the hill with the staff of God in my hand." So Joshua did as Moses told him, and fought with Amalek, while Moses, Aaron, and Hur went up to the top of the hill. Whenever Moses held up his hand, Israel prevailed; and whenever he lowered his hand, Amalek prevailed. But Moses' hands grew weary; so they took a stone and put it under him, and he sat on it. Aaron and Hur held up his hands, one on one side, and the other on the other side; so his hands were steady until the sun set. And Joshua defeated Amalek and his people with the sword. Then the Lord said to Moses, "Write this as a reminder in a book and recite it in the hearing of Joshua: I will utterly blot out the remembrance of Amalek from under heaven." And Moses built an altar and called it, The Lord is my banner. He said, "A hand upon the banner of the Lord! The Lord will have war with Amalek from generation to generation." 

  On the 35th day after leaving the city of Rameses, Moses had been fighting a defensive battle.  Joshua's arrival gave him the additional force he needed to attack Amalek.

  So a plan was worked out by the military commanders [possibly they found a way to begin with a trap of some of the Amalekite force, and then followed with a flanking attack by Joshua's selected force].  Then with Hur to advise him, Moses and Aaron directed to battle from a hilltop.  There Moses directed the battle by pointing the staff in the direction the forces should move.

  And whenever Moses held up his staff, the Hebrew forces moved forward to the attack and prevailed.  But whenever Moses lowered his staff, the Hebrew forces held position or retreated and the Amalekites prevailed.

  So when Moses became unable to hold his staff up due to fatigue, Aaron and Hur had Moses sit down and then they helped him hold up his staff.  Thus the Hebrews were able to defeat Amalek and secure Kadesh-barnea as their home [where they would spend the next 40 years].
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Exodus 20:1-20

Ten Commandments (Sinai)

  (Deuteronomy 5:1-21)
Ten Commandments (Horeb)

Exodus 20:1-2

Then God spoke all these words: I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery; 

  (Deuteronomy 5:1-6)
Moses convened all Israel, and said to them: Hear, O Israel, the statutes and ordinances that I am addressing to you today; you shall learn them and observe them diligently. The Lord our God made a covenant with us at Horeb. Not with our ancestors did the Lord make this covenant, but with us, who are all of us here alive today. The Lord spoke with you face to face at the mountain, out of the fire.  (At that time I was standing between the Lord and you to declare to you the words of the Lord; nor you were afraid because of the fire and did not go up the mountain.) And he said: I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery; 

  After Moses and the people escaped from Egypt, had arrived at the Mountain of God, defeated Amalek and settled in at Kadesh-barnea, it became obvious that there was a need that guidelines be established so that the people of Yahweh knew what was expected of them so that they could live together as a nation.

  So Yahweh called Moses to come to the top of the mountain.  There Yahweh reminded Moses that it was the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob that had acted in history by bringing the children of Israel out of bondage in Egypt and into freedom.  Moses was reminding the people of the covenant with God that, not just their ancestors had made but that they also had agreed to honor.  The people had seen the fire, the presence of God, on the mountain, and now each generation was part of that covenant.

  It was when Moses was on the Mountain of God that Yahweh revealed to Moses the guides for the people of Israel.  Yahweh had personally, face to face, confronted Moses, who had risked everything to act as a mediator between Yahweh and the people.  If the new nation was to have any semblance of peace, there were ten basic rules that they would need to follow.

  Then Moses chiseled the Decalogue [Hebrew: “10 words” – Exodus 34:28] on stone tablets.

1.  only YHWH

2.  no idols

3.  call YHWH

4.  holy Sabbath

5.  honor parents

6.  not murder

7.  not adultery

8.  not steal

9.  not lie

10. not covet

  The ten words were a simple way to remember the guidelines.  The first four were later summarized as “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul and might” [Deuteronomy 6:4-5], and the latter six were later summarized as “Love your neighbor as yourself” [Leviticus 19:18] which Jesus would later quote as a summary of the “Law and the Prophets” in Matthew 22:37-40.
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  The first four “words” refer to how the people of Yahweh should understand God, and act in their relationship with God.

[1: only YHWH]

Exodus 20:3

you shall have no other gods before me.
  (Deuteronomy 5:7)
you shall have no other gods before me.

  There shall be no other “gods” that any person considers either equal to, or greater than, Yahweh.  This is not some vague “group” identity [like “I am a Christian”].  Rather each person needs to see themselves as a follower of Yahweh [like “Jesus is MY Lord”].

  Each person coming out of Egypt is to ‘give up’ their favorite Egyptian god.  Nor should they succumb to the temptation to make Ba-al, a Canaanite god, their new favorite god.  There is to be NO god in addition to, or to take precedence over, Yahweh.  And most importantly, the people of Israel must not be polytheists, combining traits of foreign gods together to “describe” Yahweh.

  Their loyalty must be to Yahweh first and ultimately.  Nothing [Not the nation, not an organization, not a philosophy, not an idea (such as wealth, pleasure, power, etc.) or a feeling (such as hate, envy, lust, etc.)] must be allowed to command your ultimate loyalty before God!  

 [2: no idols]

Exodus 20:4-6

You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I the Lord your God am a jealous God, punishing children for the iniquity of parents, to the third and the fourth generation of those who reject me, but showing steadfast love to the thousandth generation of those who love me and keep my commandments. 

  (Deuteronomy 5:8-10)
You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I the Lord your God am a jealous God, punishing children for the iniquity of parents, to the third and fourth generation of those who reject me, but showing steadfast love to the thousandth generation of those who love me and keep my commandments. 

  Though it was common practice to have figures that were shaped by people, in the forms of animals, people, or spirits, to be considered to be the home of a god, or to be magical, none were to be considered as equal to, or greater then, Yahweh.  And it does not matter whether they are from above the earth, or on the earth, or under the earth.  Your loyalty is to Yahweh.  You are not to be subservient to them, or to make them seem important.

  Yahweh will not tolerate other ‘gods’ taking credit for the creation which God had made.  Yahweh will not share the glory that is due to God for all the blessings that the people have received.

  Remember that when a person chooses to worship an idol, they will teach their child and grandchild to do the same.  It will often not be until the great grandchild that there might be a rejection of the poor decision to actively hate the followers of Yahweh.

  But for those who choose to love God, and do the will of God, they will find a path that will lead to blessings that will make their lives truly better, and they will pass on their love of God.  And their offspring will also enjoy the blessings of God for 15,000 years [1000 generations of 15 years for each generation].

[3: call YHWH]

Exodus 20:7

You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will not acquit anyone who misuses his name.
  (Deuteronomy 5:11)
You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will not acquit anyone who misuses his name.

  Yahweh wants the people, and every individual, to reach out to God and to communicate their joys and sorrows, their excitements and pains, their hopes and fears.  And God will listen when they call.

  Because we are God’s people, and I am a child of God, my response to the gift of salvation from the forces that would enslave me to my detriment, is to align my life to understand and act in such a way as to reflect God’s will to the world around me.  This I do, as a child of Israel, by keeping the commandments of God.  When I live my life “in tune” with God'
s will, I will be blessed.

  Yet there are at least three things that will frustrate God, and that his people should keep in mind.

  First:  Because Yahweh has set me free to act as an independent person, and has given me insight into God’s will, and because I want to please God, it is my pleasure and my responsibility to do all that I can ON MY OWN.  Therefore I will do all that I can without calling on God.  But I should reach out whenever I need or want further guidance or help.  Do not call on God in a trivial, frivolous, or insincere manner.

  Second:  Though God has promised to hear me when I call, I must no try to manipulate God.  Do not call on Yahweh as if to use that name in a magical way to get what I want, or to try to see the future, or to try to get a reputation that I can control God.  God will judge my guilt if I try to mislead others in this way.

  Third:  Do not lie, pretending that I am acting in accord with God’s will when I am not.  Especially when I call on God to witness what I am saying I must be very sure that I speak the truth.

[4: holy Sabbath]

Exodus 20:8-11

Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. Six days you shall labor and do all your work. But the seventh day is a sabbath to the Lord your God; you shall not do any work—you, your son or your daughter, your male or female slave, your livestock, or the alien resident in your towns. For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but rested the seventh day; therefore the Lord blessed the sabbath day and consecrated it. 

  (Deuteronomy 5:12-15)
Observe the sabbath day and keep it holy, as the Lord your God commanded you. Six days you shall labor and do all your work. But the seventh day is a sabbath to the Lord your God; you shall not do any work—you, or your son or your daughter, or your male or female slave, or your ox or your donkey, or any of your livestock, or the resident alien in your towns, so that your male and female slave may rest as well as you. Remember that you were a slave in the land of Egypt, and the Lord your God brought you out from there with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm; therefore the Lord your God commanded you to keep the sabbath day. 

  Now that Moses and the people had settled in at Kadesh-barnea, near the Mountain of God, the people would be asked to do something that they would not be able to do as semi-nomadic herders.  They were commanded to set aside one day each week to rest.  For six days they would work hard, just as before, but on the seventh day they were expected to act differently.

  On the seventh day they were to remember two things and consider the effect upon their lives.

  First:  They were to remember Yahweh.  God had created all things in the first six “days” and then rested.  The people of God are expected to follow God’s example and rest.

  Second:  The people were to remember that when they were in bondage in Egypt, that their lives were hard but they were expected to work 24/7 and were not allowed rest.  This had taken a terrible toll on their lives and their lives were hare and short.  Now they are free to rest.  They should remember how Yahweh had brought them out of bondage and that each person, and all those that work for them, must be allowed to rest.

  It was generally recommended that on the Sabbath, extra time should be spent understanding the will of God.  Maybe getting together to discuss these commandments, and how better to keep them in their daily lives, would be time well spent.  Seeking God’s guidance.  Being in communication with God.  Teaching others.  Setting aside this day with this attitude would keep it sacred, or holy.

  Use this day to “recharge” your spirit.  To renew, refresh, and to recreate your lives.  And allow others the same opportunity.  And if you should chance to do any activity, let it be something different then you have been doing the other six days.

[Now Yahweh turned from the relationship with God to the relationships between the people of God.  To helping the people have a better society then others of their day.

  While one person alone might do whatever s/he wanted, the moment a second person became involved a relationship of some sort is created.  And the more individuals involved, the more one must allow for their differences.

  In all the societies of the known world, the social rule was “might makes right”.  Fear was the overriding factor in these societies.  But Yahweh would now call on the children of Israel to replace some of that fear with trust.  And trust must begin at home, within the family.]

[5: honor parents]

Exodus 20:12

Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that the Lord your God is giving you.
  (Deuteronomy 5:16)
Honor your father and your mother, as the Lord your God commanded you, so that your days may be long and that it may go well with you in the land that the Lord your God is giving you.

  Now that the people of Moses were going to live a more settled life in the land promised to Abraham and Isaac, the necessary practice, of those that had to be on the move, of leaving behind any person that was no longer able to keep up with the clan, must change.  Rather than leaving your aging parents, with some bread at the last oasis, to die alone, you are to care for them in their old age.

  In that way you honor their love and care for you as a child.  Then when you are aged, your children, having seen how you cared for your parents, will care for you.  Thus “your days may be long in the land which the Lord your God is giving you”.

  And you should show honor to your parents by being helpful and respectful as you grow from a being a child to becoming an adult.

[6: not murder]

Exodus 20:13
You shall not murder.
  (Deuteronomy 5:17)
You shall not murder.

  With a family life now based not on fear but on trust and respect, Yahweh moves to the issue of removing some to the fear from the society and replacing it with some trust.

  Life was cheap.  Death could come at any moment.  Infant mortality to epidemic diseases, famine and drought, and other natural disasters there was virtually nothing the people could do about these.

  But then there were deaths that occurred from human activities.  There were roving bands of bandits, wars, capricious bullies, and the religious demands for human sacrifices.  Yahweh would now begin to change some human behavior.

  People should not kill one another, except in defense or unless authorized for a just cause.  Thus a legal system of rules and regulations would be developed to establish the precedents of when a person might be killed.  Self defense and capital punishment were both authorized.  But murder was not acceptable.  That way there could be some trust within Israel.

  Yet some killing was acceptable.  Animals killed ‘humanely’ for food.  Plants harvested for food.  Wild animals or insects in defense of the household.  But murder was not to be allowed.

[7: not adultery]

Exodus 20:14

You shall not commit adultery.
  (Deuteronomy 5:18)
Neither shall you commit adultery.

  Next Yahweh seeks to stabilize the relationship between spouses which is essential for a stable family.  In the world around the Hebrews, the general rule was that women were property, to be used or abused as the man chose.  Since the woman was his property, the man wanted to be sure that the children of the relationship were his.  Therefore she must not have sex outside of the marriage.  The man could still have sex with any unmarried female.

  Now God focused on the sexual drive.  The issue is trust.  There could be little trust between them.  There is to be one spouse, and NO sexual activity outside of the marriage.  If the sexual relationship is exclusive then the bond between them is strengthened and the family made more secure.  Over time a trust might develop, and maybe a sense of respect and devotion.

[8: not steal]

Exodus 20:15

You shall not steal.
  (Deuteronomy 5:19)
Neither shall you steal.

  To keep a stable society, one needs to be able to trust one’s neighbor.  The sixth commandment would keep you safe from murder, but on a daily basis one needs to feel more secure of their position on the society.

  To steal, either by force or by fraud, could result in either slavery or death.  A family did not possess much in the way of useless or trivial property.  Most of what one had was necessary for survival.  If what you needed was taken, you might need to sell yourself, or a family member, into servitude or slavery.  If what was taken had been necessary for defense, its absence might mean death.

  Today the commandment has come to mean ‘don’t take anything without permission’.  Therefore to take credit for another’s accomplishment, to ‘steal their thunder’ for glory, to waste time belonging to an employer, etc. are all considered stealing.

[9: not lie]

Exodus 20:16

You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.
  (Deuteronomy 5:20)
Neither shall you bear false witness against your neighbor.

  There are always disagreements that are not settled amiably, and it is necessary to refer the decision to a “neutral” authority.  Thus a “justice” system is established.  The judge, or jury, are expected to be arrive at a “just” decision.

  But for such a system to work, it is necessary that authority be given a true and honest account by all involved.  Those involved must, to the best of their ability, tell the whole truth without any bias.

  One should not injure one’s neighbor.  Not, either publicly or privately, malign their character or their reputation with false information or with malicious intent.  Nor should one intentionally deceive one’s neighbor to their detriment.

[The final commandment is an attempt by Yahweh to get at the “root cause” for much of the problems between people in a society.  It seeks a change in attitude.]

[10: not covet]

Exodus 20:17
You shall not covet your neighbor's house; you shall not covet your neighbor's wife, or male or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.
  (Deuteronomy 5:21)
Neither shall you covet your neighbor's wife. Neither shall you desire your neighbor's house, or field, or male or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.

  A major underlying cause for stress and conflict in any society, is a “jealous desire” for what one does not have beyond what is necessary for survival (food and protection from a hostile environment).  Once those basic needs are met, the mental attitude of “desire” can lead to conflict, particularly if one has an intention to obtain the object of the desire, from the neighbor.

  Therefore it is best to seek ways to reduce or eliminate the desire.  If one is not content with ones situation, seek ways to make some changes that do not infringe on ones neighbor’s situation and yet gain you some satisfaction.
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