DEUTERONOMY
*Always read and discuss the Biblical text BEFORE reading the commentary.

Select the stories you most would like to discuss.

Deuteronomy 1:1-4:49
Moses remembers trip from Mount Horeb to Plains of Moab
Deuteronomy 5:1-25:19
Commandments, laws, rules, statues, ordinances, etc. at Horeb
*Deuteronomy 6:1-30:20
Covenant at Mount Horeb: rewards and punishments




Various Gospel references

Deuteronomy 31:1-30
Moses’ final speech

Deuteronomy 32:1-33:29
Song of Moses
*Deuteronomy 34:1-12
Death of Moses
Deut   



Consecration of Joshua
Covenant at Mount Horeb: rewards and punishments
Deuteronomy 6:1-30:20
  Josiah was born around 648 BC.  In 622 BC King Josiah was having the temple in Jerusalem remodeled when the priests found a scroll that had long been forgotten.  It contained the core beliefs of the “book” of Deuteronomy.  The following year, at the age of 27, King Josiah gathered the elders of the nation of Israel together and swore to govern the nation in obedience to the covenant written on the scroll [2 Kings 23:1-3].

  It would seem that the scroll may have originally been written at Shechem, by King Hezekiah, around 721 BC, because of how similar were their respective reforms [2 Kings 18:4, 2 Chronicles 29-31].  Then a copy was sent to Jerusalem, stored, and forgotten.
  In general, the book of Deuteronomy encourages the nation of Israel to remember the grace of Yahweh as seen in the historic saving actions of God.  Yahweh had offered the nation a covenant, which they accepted.  God would bless the nation, and the nation would follow God’s given guiding principles.
Deuteronomy 26:5-9
 you shall make this response before the Lord your God: "A wandering Aramean was my ancestor; he went down into Egypt and lived there as an alien, few in number, and there he became a great nation, mighty and populous. When the Egyptians treated us harshly and afflicted us, by imposing hard labor on us, we cried to the Lord, the God of our ancestors; the Lord heard our voice and saw our affliction, our toil, and our oppression. The Lord brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm, with a terrifying display of power, and with signs and wonders; and he brought us into this place and gave us this land, a land flowing with milk and honey.

  This summary of the history of God acting on behalf of Israel was to be recited every year during the offering of the first fruits.
  [I will interpret this summary in a way that makes clear what is being said.]

  ‘We were a wandering people, in danger of losing our identity, because we were nomads that traveled from Ur of the Chaldeans (where Terah lived), to Haran (where Abram was called to leave), to Canaan (where Isaac settled), and into Egypt (when Jacob’s son Joseph invited the family to join him).  There were only a few hundred of us that were going to live in Egypt temporarily.
  After years in Egypt it happened that we were treated with less respect than originally.  In fact, the Egyptians began to take advantage of us and treat us with distain – treating us harshly, and forcing us to labor as servants, and even to think of us as slaves to their desires.
  So we poured out our hearts to the God of our fathers, who had promised our ancestors that we would be free.  And Yahweh heard our frustration and saw our suffering, and chose to act after 430 years of bondage.
  Yahweh sent Moses to lead us out of Egypt.  And from Canaan, God reached out into Egypt and forced them to let us go, with 10 plagues.  Then, when the pharaoh tried to change his mind and decided to kill many of us and force the rest of us to actually become his slaves, Yahweh prevented the pharaoh’s army from hurting us.
  Then, as we traveled away from Egypt, on our journey to Canaan, God gave us water and manna in the wilderness for 40 years at Kadesh-barnea.  There Yahweh formed us into a nation devoted to God.   God has promised that the 12 tribes will unite, and the nation became famous.  God will bless us with many descendants, and we will fill the land of Canaan from Dan in the north to Beersheba in the south.

  It is God that has defeated all the nations that have tried to prevent our arrival on the Plain of Moab, across the Jordan from Jericho.  Now, when the time is right, God will move us into Canaan, the Promised Land.  Canaan will not only meet our basic needs, but will provide “sweetness” beyond our needs.
Deuteronomy 5:6-21 (Exodus 20:2-17)
[1]  I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery; you shall have no other gods before me.

[2] You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I the Lord your God am a jealous God, punishing children for the iniquity of parents, to the third and fourth generation of those who reject me, but showing steadfast love to the thousandth generation of those who love me and keep my commandments.

[3] You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will not acquit anyone who misuses his name.

[4] Observe the sabbath day and keep it holy, as the Lord your God commanded you. Six days you shall labor and do all your work. But the seventh day is a sabbath to the Lord your God; you shall not do any work—you, or your son or your daughter, or your male or female slave, or your ox or your donkey, or any of your livestock, or the resident alien in your towns, so that your male and female slave may rest as well as you. Remember that you were a slave in the land of Egypt, and the Lord your God brought you out from there with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm; therefore the Lord your God commanded you to keep the sabbath day.

[5] Honor your father and your mother, as the Lord your God commanded you, so that your days may be long and that it may go well with you in the land that the Lord your God is giving you.

[6] You shall not murder.

[7] Neither shall you commit adultery.

[8] Neither shall you steal.

[9] Neither shall you bear false witness against your neighbor.

[10] Neither shall you covet your neighbor's wife. Neither shall you desire your neighbor's house, or field, or male or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.

  Now that Yahweh had fulfilled the promise made to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, God would agree to continue to bless the new nation of Israel, provide they followed the 10 Commandments that Yahweh had given them.
1.  only YHWH

2.  no idols

3.  call YHWH

4.  holy Sabbath

5.  honor parents

6.  not murder

7.  not adultery

8.  not steal

9.  not lie

10. not covet

Deuteronomy 27:12-14
When you have crossed over the Jordan, these shall stand on Mount Gerizim for the blessing of the people: Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar, Joseph, and Benjamin.

And these shall stand on Mount Ebal for the curse: Reuben, Gad, Asher, Zebulun, Dan, and Naphtali. Then the Levites shall declare in a loud voice to all the Israelites:

  To renew the nation’s agreement to the offer of a covenant with Yahweh, once they are in the Promised Land, the representatives of the 12 tribes are to meet at Shechem.  Then the six clans of Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar, Joseph and Benjamin are to climb to the top of Mount Gerizim, to the south, and there recite the blessings that God has promised.
  At the same time, the tribes of Reuben, Gad, Asher, Zebulun, Dan, and Nephtali are to climb to the top of Mount Ebal, to the north, and there recite the curses that God has promised.

Deuteronomy 26:17-19

"Cursed be anyone who moves a neighbor's boundary marker." All the people shall say, "Amen!" "Cursed be anyone who misleads a blind person on the road." All the people shall say, "Amen!" "Cursed be anyone who deprives the alien, the orphan, and the widow of justice." All the people shall say, "Amen!"

  The basics are simply stated.  If the nation of Israel, which is made up of all of the descendents of Jacob, will keep the commandments, statues, and ordinances that Yahweh has given to them through Moses and the priests, then Israel will be treated as God’s own people and the nation will be famous, praised, and be held in honor by other nations.
Deuteronomy 28:3-9
Blessed shall you be in the city, and blessed shall you be in the field.

Blessed shall be the fruit of your womb, the fruit of your ground, and the fruit of your livestock, both the increase of your cattle and the issue of your flock.

Blessed shall be your basket and your kneading bowl.

Blessed shall you be when you come in, and blessed shall you be when you go out.

The Lord will cause your enemies who rise against you to be defeated before you; they shall come out against you one way, and flee before you seven ways.

The Lord will command the blessing upon you in your barns, and in all that you undertake; he will bless you in the land that the Lord your God is giving you.

The Lord will establish you as his holy people, as he has sworn to you, if you keep the commandments of the Lord your God and walk in his ways.

  Some of the blessings that the nation can expect from God are recited here.  They will be blessed wherever they live, in a town or in the countryside.  Their businesses will prosper, such as herding or farming.  And they will be blessed with offspring to care for them in their old age.  Wherever they go, they will prosper and live in peace.
  Finally, and most importantly, God will change the hears of the people, such that they will be a holy people, set apart from the other nations, dedicated to God.

Deuteronomy 28:15-19
But if you will not obey the Lord your God by diligently observing all his commandments and decrees, which I am commanding you today, then all these curses shall come upon you and overtake you:

Cursed shall you be in the city, and cursed shall you be in the field.

Cursed shall be your basket and your kneading bowl.

Cursed shall be the fruit of your womb, the fruit of your ground, the increase of your cattle and the issue of your flock.

Cursed shall you be when you come in, and cursed shall you be when you go out.

  However, some of the punishments that the nation can expect from God are listed here.  They are the opposite of the blessings.
Deuteronomy 27:15-26
"Cursed be anyone who makes an idol or casts an image, anything abhorrent to the Lord, the work of an artisan, and sets it up in secret." All the people shall respond, saying, "Amen!"

"Cursed be anyone who dishonors father or mother." All the people shall say, "Amen!"

"Cursed be anyone who moves a neighbor's boundary marker." All the people shall say, "Amen!"

"Cursed be anyone who misleads a blind person on the road." All the people shall say, "Amen!"

"Cursed be anyone who deprives the alien, the orphan, and the widow of justice." All the people shall say, "Amen!"

"Cursed be anyone who lies with his father's wife, because he has violated his father's rights." All the people shall say, "Amen!"

"Cursed be anyone who lies with any animal." All the people shall say, "Amen!"

"Cursed be anyone who lies with his sister, whether the daughter of his father or the daughter of his mother." All the people shall say, "Amen!"

"Cursed be anyone who lies with his mother-in-law." All the people shall say, "Amen!"

"Cursed be anyone who strikes down a neighbor in secret." All the people shall say, "Amen!"

"Cursed be anyone who takes a bribe to shed innocent blood." All the people shall say, "Amen!"

"Cursed be anyone who does not uphold the words of this law by observing them." All the people shall say, "Amen!"

  Some specific examples of things that the nation might allow, but which violate the covenant, are mentioned here.  Commandment #2: allowing graven images, Commandment #5: allowing children to dishonor parents, Commandment #8: allowing stealing, Commandment #9: allowing lying to the blind, Commandment #3: allowing the perverting of justice by falsely swearing by God’s name, Commandment #7: allowing adultery, and Commandment #6: allowing the commission of murder.
  In fact, in summary, if the nation does not enforce the 10 Commandments through teaching and legal means, the nation will be cursed by God.

Deuteronomy 30:1-10

When all these things have happened to you, the blessings and the curses that I have set before you, if you call them to mind among all the nations where the Lord your God has driven you, and return to the Lord your God, and you and your children obey him with all your heart and with all your soul, just as I am commanding you today, then the Lord your God will restore your fortunes and have compassion on you, gathering you again from all the peoples among whom the Lord your God has scattered you. Even if you are exiled to the ends of the world, from there the Lord your God will gather you, and from there he will bring you back. The Lord your God will bring you into the land that your ancestors possessed, and you will possess it; he will make you more prosperous and numerous than your ancestors. Moreover, the Lord your God will circumcise your heart and the heart of your descendants, so that you will love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul, in order that you may live. The Lord your God will put all these curses on your enemies and on the adversaries who took advantage of you. Then you shall again obey the Lord, observing all his commandments that I am commanding you today, and the Lord your God will make you abundantly prosperous in all your undertakings, in the fruit of your body, in the fruit of your livestock, and in the fruit of your soil. For the Lord will again take delight in prospering you, just as he delighted in prospering your ancestors, when you obey the Lord your God by observing his commandments and decrees that are written in this book of the law, because you turn to the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul.

  Yet God knows the human sinful heart.  God knows how difficult it will be for the nation to avoid breaking the covenant.  And therefore God lays out a procedure for the nation to be restored to a right relationship with God if they should fail.
  Where ever they may be, whatever their situation, the first thing that the nation must do is to remember the covenant and all its parts.  Discern how the nation violated the covenant and remember the blessings that God has promised the nation if it will fully comply.

  Repent of what was done.  Turn away from what was done.  Turn to God not only with external compliance, but because you desire to return to God as an internal commitment for the love and mercy that God has shown the people of Israel.
  God will then gather the nation back to the Promised Land and they will be blessed.  Then God will lead them to a ‘change of heart’.  It will become normal for the people to be internally motivated.  Their children will be raised with the internal desire to love God in all things, and to fulfill the covenant because they want to [Jeremiah 31:31].

Deuteronomy 30:11-15
Surely, this commandment that I am commanding you today is not too hard for you, nor is it too far away. It is not in heaven, that you should say, "Who will go up to heaven for us, and get it for us so that we may hear it and observe it?" Neither is it beyond the sea, that you should say, "Who will cross to the other side of the sea for us, and get it for us so that we may hear it and observe it?" No, the word is very near to you; it is in your mouth and in your heart for you to observe.

See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and adversity.

 ‘You can do it,’ Yahweh encourages the nation.  ‘You can!  It is not out of your reach.  Just reach for it.  Chose a blessed life and refuse a cursed death.’
Various principles referred to in the New Testament Gospels

Deuteronomy 6:4
Hear, O Israel: The Lord is our God, the Lord alone.
  The Shema [Hebrew: hear] is quoted by Jesus as the basis for the great commandment [Mark 12:29], and is, the essential belief of Israel.  Encouraged to be recited twice daily, and even to be the last words spoken in this life, it is the confession that amid a world where polytheism was the norm, there is IN FACT only one God for Israel, and Yahweh is to be the sole, and ultimate, focus of our reverence and obedience.
Deuteronomy 6:5
You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your might.
  This is the “Greatest” command referred to by Jesus in Mark 12:30.  Love is not solely an emotion.  Love is a commitment.  Our response to the acts of God to bring us into a right relationship is not a legal matter requiring an external compliance.
  Instead, we stand in awe off God and respond with single-minded loyalty and whole-self service.  The “heart” here refers to the mind and the will, and the soul refers to the source of our vitality (or life’s essence).  Together they refer to the whole self which then we commit with full energy.

Deuteronomy 6:16
Do not put the Lord your God to the test, as you tested him at Massah.
  At Massah [Exodus 17:1-7] the elders of Israel challenged Yahweh to prove that Moses was God’s choice as leader.  In Luke 4:12, in the third temptation, Satan is tempting Jesus to demand proof that he is the Son of God.  Jesus responds that an essential attitude toward God is faith.  Trust in God!  Do not try to manipulate God or try to force God to prove what has been revealed.
Deuteronomy 8:3b
in order to make you understand that one does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord.
  Existence is more than the manna that Yahweh provided in the wilderness.  Listening to God and doing God’s will by fulfilling your responsibilities of the covenant, will bring you real life.
  This is the essence of Jesus’ response to Satan’s first temptation [Matthew 4:4].  What is truly important for life is not just bread, but by listening to God and having faith.  Trust in the “word” of God!  Later it would be revealed that Jesus was the “incarnate” Word of God.

Deuteronomy 16:13-15
You shall keep the festival of booths for seven days, when you have gathered in the produce from your threshing floor and your wine press. Rejoice during your festival, you and your sons and your daughters, your male and female slaves, as well as the Levites, the strangers, the orphans, and the widows resident in your towns. Seven days you shall keep the festival to the Lord your God at the place that the Lord will choose; for the Lord your God will bless you in all your produce and in all your undertakings, and you shall surely celebrate.

  The Feast of Tabernacles [Hebrew: shelters] is a seven day long celebration of the blessings that God has provided in the harvest.  At that time each town was expected to have folks build and live in shelters (booths) [Leviticus 23:33-43], and remember the wilderness time of the exodus from Egypt.  Later they were expected to travel to Jerusalem for the celebration.

  According to John 7:2 Jesus was encouraged to go “up” to Jerusalem to celebrate the festival.  But rather than go there to satisfy the egos of the disciples, Jesus went “up” quietly after they had already left for Jerusalem.
Deuteronomy 18:15-18
The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your own people; you shall heed such a prophet. This is what you requested of the Lord your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly when you said: "If I hear the voice of the Lord my God any more, or ever again see this great fire, I will die." Then the Lord replied to me: "They are right in what they have said. I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their own people; I will put my words in the mouth of the prophet, who shall speak to them everything that I command.

  Moses tells the people that God would send someone to stand between them and Yahweh (a mediator) when he departs, just as they requested at Mount Horeb during the exodus [Exodus 20:19].  A prophet like Moses who would bring God’s word to the people and interpret God’s will for them.  Later it was believed by some that Moses himself would return.
  Thus when John the Baptizer is asked if he was “the prophet” [John 1:21] it was the prophecy that God would send a mediator to stand between God and Israel and declare to them the word and will of God.  And while John the Baptizer denied that he was that prophet, he points them to Jesus the “Word of God” [and Moses did “come” to Jesus at the transfiguration].

Deuteronomy 19:15
A single witness shall not suffice to convict a person of any crime or wrongdoing in connection with any offense that may be committed. Only on the evidence of two or three witnesses shall a charge be sustained.
  The Law requires at least two witnesses as proof that a man has committed a crime, the word of one cannot be trusted to be accurate.
  In Matthew 18:16 Jesus establishes a procedure for his followers when there is a concern about one of them.  Step one is to speak to the “brother” privately.  If a solution is not arrived at, then take two or three others and visit again to express the concern and hopefully come to an acceptable resolution of the concern.  If not the two will be witness to the attempt.

Deuteronomy 19:21
Show no pity: life for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot.
  Throughout history the people in power have abused the weak.  Too often meting out horrible punishments for the least offense.  The Torah tries to minimize this tendency.  The punishment must “fit the crime”.  An “eye for an eye” rather than a tortured death for poking someone’s eye (though their sight eventually returns) is far more just.
  Now Jesus takes the step forward in Matthew 5:38-39.  Among the followers of Jesus, one should forgive whenever possible.  Do not seek revenge.  It is not the law that is critical among the followers, but an attitude of faith.  If it was an accident, your response does not require a legal action.
Deuteronomy 23:25
If you go into your neighbor's standing grain, you may pluck the ears with your hand, but you shall not put a sickle to your neighbor's standing grain.
  Yahweh was concerned for the hungry Hebrew.  If he, or his family, needed something to eat, he had the right to enter a grain field and grab a handful.  But if someone attempted to use the law as a way of making a profit from his neighbor’s labor by harvesting some grain, it was not acceptable.
  This was the legal position of Jesus and his disciples when, in Matthew 12:1, they were hungry.  That was not the concern for the Pharisees.  The concern was for the violation of the 4th commandment to observe the Sabbath.  The Pharisees had altered the definition of “work” from hard work to any work.  But Jesus argued that satisfying a need for food on the Sabbath was more important than some legal definition.

Deuteronomy 24:1
 Suppose a man enters into marriage with a woman, but she does not please him because he finds something objectionable about her, and so he writes her a certificate of divorce, puts it in her hand, and sends her out of his house; she then leaves his house
  If a newly married woman is found to have committed some sort of past indecency (whatever that meant), her new husband could simply write a certificate of divorce and send her away.  It must be for a “good” cause and not just for poor cooking.
  By the time of Jesus, the offense could come at any time in their marriage, for any “good” reason (as defined by the husband) from a nagging tongue to no longer satisfying sex.  In Matthew 5:3 Jesus reminds the authorities that only unchastely [consider Joseph and Mary in Matthew 1:19] should be considered grounds for divorce (though from the beginning God did not intend that there be any divorce [Matthew 19:8]).

Deuteronomy 25:5-6
When brothers reside together, and one of them dies and has no son, the wife of the deceased shall not be married outside the family to a stranger. Her husband's brother shall go in to her, taking her in marriage, and performing the duty of a husband's brother to her, and the firstborn whom she bears shall succeed to the name of the deceased brother, so that his name may not be blotted out of Israel.

  A man “lived on” after death in the memory and physical descent of his offspring, especially in a son.  Therefore if a man dies before he has a son he would be lost to Israel.  Therefore, if his brother is living nearby, it became the brother’s responsibility to marry and to impregnate his sister-in-law until she has a son, who is then considered to be the descendent of the dead man.
  By the time of Jesus there had been changes in what was to happen and why, when a man died with no children.  In Luke 20:28 a question is asked of Jesus on this subject.  The brother need not live with the couple and need not ensure a son, only that he marries his sister-in-law and raised children (plural) for his dead brother.
Death of Moses




Deuteronomy 34:1-12
Deuteronomy 31:1-2, 14-16a
When Moses had finished speaking all these words to all Israel, he said to them: "I am now one hundred twenty years old. I am no longer able to get about, and the Lord has told me, "You shall not cross over this Jordan.'

….The Lord said to Moses, "Your time to die is near; call Joshua and present yourselves in the tent of meeting, so that I may commission him." So Moses and Joshua went and presented themselves in the tent of meeting, and the Lord appeared at the tent in a pillar of cloud; the pillar of cloud stood at the entrance to the tent. The Lord said to Moses, "Soon you will lie down with your ancestors. Then this people will begin to prostitute themselves to the foreign gods in their midst, the gods of the land into which they are going;

  The people of Israel, whose parents had been brought out of Egypt to Kadesh-barnea, had now been led to the Plains of Moab, across the Jordan east of Jericho.  Moses was 120 years old, and felt it.

  One day the Lord called Moses and young Joshua to the tent of meeting.  It was time to commission Joshua as the successor to Moses.  As they approached the tent of meeting, the smoke from the fire hid the face of God.  Then the Lord spoke to Moses from inside the smoke, informing Moses of his approaching death.  Then the Lord commissioned Joshua as leader after Moses to lead the people into Canaan, the land God had sworn to give to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.

Deuteronomy 32:48-50
On that very day the Lord addressed Moses as follows:

"Ascend this mountain of the Abarim, Mount Nebo, which is in the land of Moab, across from Jericho, and view the land of Canaan, which I am giving to the Israelites for a possession; you shall die there on the mountain that you ascend and shall be gathered to your kin, as your brother Aaron died on Mount Hor and was gathered to his kin;

  Sometime after the Lord had commissioned Joshua, the Lord spoke privately with Moses.  Moses was told that he would be expected to hike eastward, up into the mountains.  He should climb into the mountains of Abarim to Mount Nebo.
map

  Then he would be in the territory of Moab and able to look due west into the Jordan River Valley and see Jericho, the fortified stronghold guarding the path up into the central hill country of Canaan.  There God would show him the promised land of Canaan which would be given to the children of Israel.  There Moses would die.
Deuteronomy 32:51

because both of you broke faith with me among the Israelites at the waters of Meribath-kadesh in the wilderness of Zin, by failing to maintain my holiness among the Israelites.
  Then the Lord reminded Moses why he would not be allowed to enter the land.  Forty years earlier, during the exodus from Egypt, when Moses and the people arrived at Kadesh-barnea, the people complained that they had no water.  The Lord had instructed Moses to speak to the rock [Numbers 20:12] and that water would be supplied.
  But Moses sought to take a share of the glory from God [Numbers 27:14] in order to strengthen his position as leader, which was being challenged.  So he dramatically struck the rock twice with his staff to make the water flow, and thereby took some of God’s glory to himself.
  Moses had been told that because of the ‘sin of the nation’ that he would be under the same condemnation [Deuteronomy 1:27].  Neither he, nor Aaron, would be allowed to enter into the promised land of Canaan.  Because the leaders of the people had been challenging the right of Moses to direct the newly freed people, he sought his own glory by striking the rock and looking impressive when the Lord had told him to only speak the word of God.
  So Moses would be allowed to see the land, but not enter into it.
Deuteronomy 34:1-4
Then Moses went up from the plains of Moab to Mount Nebo, to the top of Pisgah, which is opposite Jericho, and the Lord showed him the whole land: Gilead as far as Dan, all Naphtali, the land of Ephraim and Manasseh, all the land of Judah as far as the Western Sea, the Negeb, and the Plain—that is, the valley of Jericho, the city of palm trees—as far as Zoar. The Lord said to him, "This is the land of which I swore to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, saying, "I will give it to your descendants'; I have let you see it with your eyes, but you shall not cross over there."

  So one morning Moses alone slipped out of camp on the Plain of Moab, and very slowly hiked the ten or more miles up into the Pisgah mountain range.  He hiked up Mount Nebo till he could see clearly to the west, and sat down [This is where I suspect that Jesus would later be shown the kingdoms of the world by Satan, and refuse an offer to become ‘Caesar Yeshua’ in Luke 4:5-8].
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  There, as the sun was setting in the west, Moses watched the sunset.  And Moses looked to the north and he saw Mount Hermon a hundred miles away, where the tribes of Dan and Naphtali would settle.  And he saw Mount Ebal and Mount Gerizim where the tribes of Ephraim and Manasseh would settle.
  Then Moses looked west, in the direction of the Great Sea, to the central mountains of Canaan where the tribe of Judah would settle, though he could not see the Mediterean Sea only eighty miles distant.  And he saw Jericho, the city of Palms, that guarded the path into the hills.
  And Moses looked south beyond the Dead Sea, toward the Negeb and the town of Beersheba, sixty miles away, and toward Mount Horeb, the Mountain of God, and Kadesh-barnea, eighty miles away, where they had lived the last forty years.  And he saw the town of Zoar at the southern end of the Dead Sea.
  And the Lord granted Moses a vision of the people of God settled in this land, peacefully herding and farming.  Settled into the villages, towns and cities where they would prosper under the blessings of God.  There they would live in the covenant relationship that Yahweh had established with them, as God had promised to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.
  This land he was permitted to see, but he would not be allowed to enter.

Deuteronomy 34:5-8

Then Moses, the servant of the Lord, died there in the land of Moab, at the Lord's command. He was buried in a valley in the land of Moab, opposite Beth-peor, but no one knows his burial place to this day. Moses was one hundred twenty years old when he died; his sight was unimpaired and his vigor had not abated. The Israelites wept for Moses in the plains of Moab thirty days; then the period of mourning for Moses was ended.

  So it was that Moses died at the age of 120 years.  Moses had served God for most of his life.  Yet even at the end of his life his sight was still good, and he could still sire offspring.  Moses had walked alone up into the mountains of Moab, and there he died.  His body was said to be “buried” by God in a valley west of Beth-peor [did it mean that the body was eventually covered by wind carried dust or that there was a rock slide that “buried” him?] but there was no other person there to observe a burial.  In the many years that followed it was believed by some that Moses was taken up into heaven alive, as Elijah was later.
