Prayer of Manasseh
Manasseh ruled the southern kingdom of Judah from 697 to 642 BC.  He is accused of many evils.


Rebuilding high places





2 Kg. 21:3a

Providing alters for Ba-al and Asherah



2 Kg. 21:3b

Built alters in the Temple and many for the ‘host of heaven’
2 Kg. 21:4-5

Child sacrifice when he burned his son as an offering

2 Kg. 21:6a

Soothsaying and augury (elsewhere sorcery is added)

2 Kg. 21:6b

Using mediums and wisards





2 Kg. 21:6c
So when Esarhaddon brought an army through the area on his way to Egypt around 675 BC Manasseh was captured and sent back to Assyria.
While a captive in Assyria he is said to have prayed the following prayer [which was written down aroun 150 BC].
Manasseh 1-5

[1] O Lord Almighty,
God of our fathers,

of Abraham and Isaac and Jacob

and of their righteous posterity;

[2] thou who hast made heaven and earth
with all their order;
[3] who hast shackled the sea by thy word of command,
who hast confined the deep
and sealed it with thy terrible and glorious name;
[4] at whom all things shudder,
and tremble before thy power,
[5] for thy glorious splendor cannot be borne,
and the wrath of thy threat to sinners is irresistible;

Manasseh acknowledges that the God of the Hebrews is the creator of all,


(and therefore all things are subject to God’s authority).
God is awesome.  God’s power is unmatched anywhere.

All feel the power and shake with fear (even if they do not know why)

The Most High is glorious and none can endure the presence of God.
God’s word of displeasure cannot be disputed.
Manasseh 6-7
[6] yet immeasurable and unsearchable is thy promised mercy,
[7] for thou art the Lord Most High,
of great compassion, long-suffering, and very merciful,
and repentest over the evils of men.
Thou, O Lord, according to thy great goodness
hast promised repentance and forgiveness
to those who have sinned against thee;
and in the multitude of thy mercies
thou hast appointed repentance for sinners,
that they may be saved.

Yet, though You have authority over all, when there is opposition to Your will, You have shown an vast and  and surprising capacity for mercy.  Your love is so great, and You are so patient that You are even sorry when there is opposition, and yet You allow time for the sinner to change.
You are so great that Your are willing even to alter the judgment against the evil ones and to forgive them.  You, in Your mercy, have allowed the sinner to repent of their sins and to receive mercy and salvation that can only come from You.
Manasseh 8-10
[8] Therefore thou, O Lord, God of the righteous,
hast not appointed repentance for the righteous,
for Abraham and Isaac and Jacob, who did not sin against thee,
but thou hast appointed repentance for me, who am a sinner.
[9] For the sins I have committed are more in number
than the sand of the sea;
my transgressions are multiplied, O Lord, they are multiplied!
I am unworthy to look up and see the height of heaven
because of the multitude of my iniquities.
[10] I am weighted down with many an iron fetter,
so that I am rejected because of my sins,
and I have no relief;
for I have provoked thy wrath
and have done what is evil in thy sight,
setting up abominations and multiplying offenses.

It is obvious that You did not allow repentance for those that were righteous.  It was not necessary.  But You have allowed a path for sinners like me to be saved.  For my sins are innumerable and they have made me unworthy to even look in the direction where You might dwell.  It is like having a terrible moral weight, such that I am burdened day and night.  I have violated Your commands and done such evil that I have deserved the punishment that You have inflicted on me.
Manasseh 11-13
[11] And now I bend the knee of my heart,
beseeching thee for thy kindness.
[12] I have sinned, O Lord, I have sinned,
and I know my transgressions.
[13] I earnestly beseech thee,
forgive me, O Lord, forgive me!
Do not destroy me with my transgressions!
Do not be angry with me for ever or lay up evil for me;
do not condemn me to the depths of the earth.
For thou, O Lord, art the God of those who repent,
I now give myself over to Your will, and pray that You will be merciful to me.  I am a terrible sinner but truly and honestly beg that you forgive me.  Do not let me perish under Your righteous anger though it is certain that I deserve to be condemned.
Manasseh 14-15
[14] and in me thou wilt manifest thy goodness;
for, unworthy as I am, thou wilt save me in thy great mercy,
[15] and I will praise thee continually all the days of my life.
For all the host of heaven sings thy praise,
and thine is the glory for ever. Amen.
And should You extend Your mercy to me, it will be be the goal of my life to make known to all how glorious is Your mercy.  I will praise You always and those who learn of Your mercy will also praise You for ever.
During the five years that Manasseh was captive he came to see the glory of God and the overwhelming authority of God’s will.  Manasseh changed his attitude sometime between 675 and 670 BC and prayed to the God of all for forgiveness.
And in 699 BC Esarhadden died on a journey to Egypt and his son Ashurbanipal became King of Assyria.  And the merciful God had Ashurbanipal let Manasseh return to Judah where he would once again be the king, and where he ruled until 642 BC (57 years).

It is reported that Manasseh had a change of ‘heart’.


[2 Ch. 33:12-13]

When he returned to the land of Judah, he made changes.
He took away foreign god and idols from the Temple.


[2 Ch. 33:15a]
Threw down the altars he had built on the high places.


[2 Ch. 33:15b]
Restored the altar of God in the Temple.




[2 Ch. 33:16a]
Offered sacrifices of peace and thanksgiving.



[2 Ch. 33:16b]

Commanded the the people serve God (obey the Torah?)

[2 Ch. 33:17]
What might we learn from Manasseh?

God hears even the prayers of sinners and answers them.
And if one truly repents, God is so awesome that forgiveness is possible in the Mercy of the Almighty.
