RUTH:

  After the Exodus and the death of Moses, Joshua led the tribes of Judah, Joseph (Ephriam and Manasseh), and Benjamin, into the land of Canaan.
  For many years the tribes existed apart, ruling themselves separately in a loose confederation, while the Spirit of YHWH led the ‘judges’ to keep the tribes alive in Canaan while teaching them His expectations.
timeline:

1100 BC (+/-) Mahlon and Chilion born to Elimelech and Naomi


Ruth 1:2

1090 BC (+/-) Elimelech and Naomi to Moab




Ruth 1:2

    10 yrs (+/-)









Ruth 1:4

1080 BC (+/-) Naomi and Ruth go to Bethlehem




Ruth 1:19

1080 BC (+/-) 

Obed born to Boaz and Ruth

1060 BC (+/-) 

Jesse born

1040 BC 


David born







    30 yrs

1010 BC 


David becomes king




2 Sam. 5:4

    40 yrs

 970 BC 


David dies
Solomon becomes king

2 Sam. 5:4

     4 yrs

 966 BC




Solomon begins temple

1 Kg 6:1

     7 yrs

 957 BC




Solomon completes temple

1 Kg 6:38
Ruth 1:1-2

1: Now it came about in the days when the judges governed, that there was a famine in the land.  And a certain man of Bethlehem in Judah went to sojourn in the land of Moab with his wife and his two sons.  The name of the man was Elimelech, and the name of his wife, Naomi; and the names of his sons wee Mahlon and Chilion, Ephrathites of Bethlehem in Judah.  Now they entered the land of Moab and remained there. [NASB]
  "In the time of the Judges…." ["Once upon a time…."], around 1100 BC, there was a drought in Canaan that was at least into its second year.  Because the crops did not grow from lack of water, there was a severe famine as well.
  Six miles south of Salem (later Jerusalem) in the territory of Judah, in a town [not a fortified city till 950 BC] named Beth-lehem ('house of bread'), there lived Elimelech, in his mid-thirties, with his wife Naomi, in her early thirties, and their two sons Mahlon, the eldest, maybe around eleven, and Chilion, maybe around nine.  Though Elimelech owned a small plot of land, it was not productive enough, during a drought, to feed the family.
  So Elimelech decided to move his family to Moab
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, which was closer than Egypt, but still around 70 miles away, and to become a 'resident alien'.  Though Moab was a traditional enemy of Israel [Deuteronomy 23:3], and he and his family would have no rights until they found a citizen willing to sponsor them, it was still better than dying of thirst or starvation.
  Though Elimelech was from Bethlehem, he was descended from the tribe of Ephriam, which had settled the area while some of the tribes had lived in Egypt.  It was at Zeleah, near Ramah in Benjamin, that Rachel, Jacob's favorite wife, had died on her way to Bethlehem [Genesis 35:16-19, 1 Samuel 10:2].
  So Elimelech, Naomi, Mahlon, and Chilion traveled to Moab.
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Ruth 1:3-4

3:  Then Elimelech, Naomi's husband, died; and she was left with her two sons.  They took for themselves Moabite women as wives; the name of the one was Orpah and the name of the other Ruth.  And they lived there about ten years.
  When Elimelech and his family arrived in Moab, they likely went to work in the fields.
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  Everyone knew that if things were going well for you, that the Lord was blessing you.  And they also knew that if things were not going well for you, that the Lord was cursing you.  Though Elimelech and Naomi had to leave Canaan, the Lord had blessed them with jobs and food and security.

  But now, when Naomi was in her mid-thirties, the Lord must have judged her as being guilty of some infraction because Elimelech died leaving his widow in a foreign land supported only by her sons.
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  As the two boys grew into manhood (which began after they turned 12), and after the death of Elimelech, the boys married local girls (possibly to the dismay of Naomi?).  So in their late teens Mahlon had married Ruth and Chilion had married Orpah, and the five of them lived in this way for years.

Ruth 1:5
5:  Then both Mahlon and Chilion also died, and the woman was bereft of her two children and her husband.
  So it was that after having lived in Moab for ten years, Naomi found herself to be cursed by the Lord.  With her husband dead these many years, now found that both of her sons also died (the two most likely causes were disease or violence).  Now she had no financial support in a foreign land.
  But when she heard that the Lord was once again blessing Israel with bountiful harvests [Hebrew: "giving them bread"], and knowing that there was a small plot of land that had been Elimelech, she decided to return to Bethlehem to be among her people…a widow in her early forties.
Ruth 1:6-9
6: Then she arose with her daughters-in-law that she might return from the land of Moab, for she had heard in the land of Moab that the LORD had visited His people in giving them food.  So she departed from the place where she was, and her two daughters-in-law with her; and they went on the way to return to the land of Judah.  And Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, "Go, return each of you to your mother's house.  May the LORD deal kindly with you as you have dealt with the dead and with me.  May the LORD grant that you may find rest, each in the house of her husband."  Then she kissed them, and they lifted up their voices and wept."

  And so it was that Naomi collected her belongings and being escorted by her two daughters-in-law (and a couple of men of Orpah's family?) traveled toward Canaan.
  Once they found a group that was traveling to Canaan, and were about to arrange their passage, when Naomi told them to return to their mother, thanking them for their love of her sons and for their care of her.  It was expected that their mothers could make a place for them in their father's house.  Then she wished them well and prayed that they would find rest and security in new homes, with new husbands (after all, they were only in their early to mid twenties).
  The tears welled up in all their eyes as this thought was spoken.
Ruth 1:10-14

10:  And they said to her, "No, but we will surely return with you to your people."  But Naomi said, "Return, my daughters.  Why should you go with me?  Have I yet sons in my womb, that they may be your husbands?  Return, my daughters!  Go, for I am too old to have a husband.  If I said I have hope, if I should even have a husband tonight and also bear sons, would you therefore wait until they were grown?  Would you therefore refrain from marrying?  No, my daughters; for it is harder for me than for you, for the hand of the LORD has gone forth against me."  And they lifted up their voices and wept again; and Orpah kissed her mother-in-law, but Ruth clung to her.
  Both Orpah and Ruth protested about leaving Naomi, both desiring to stay with her.  But for the second time Naomi recommended that they stay in Moab.  Naomi gave her reasoning.  All of them knew of the tradition that upon the death of a husband, if there were no children, the closest male relative should take his sister-in-law, marry her, get her pregnant, and raise up a son for the dead man [Deuteronomy 25:5-6].

  But Naomi had no other sons for them to marry.  Even if she married immediately and was blessed with two sons, it would still be 12-15 years before they would be able to marry Orpah and Ruth.  By that time they would be in their thirties.  Naomi could not expect them to wait that long, especially since it was unlikely that she would bear any more sons.  Naomi believed that since the Lord was cursing her, none of that would happen.  Rather then see them come under the same curse, they should go back.  So she counseled them to remain in Moab and marry young men.  
  Again the women recognized the truth in what Naomi was saying, and were overcome by the sorrow that was being forced on them.  Then it was that Orpah yield to the logic of the situation and, as a pragmatic person, chose to do as Naomi suggested.  And despite her tears, she went back to her family.
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Ruth 1:15-18
15: Then she said, "Behold, you sister-in-law has gone back to her people and her gods; return after you sister-in-law."  But Ruth said, "Do not urge me to leave you or turn back from following you; for where you go, I will go, and where you lodge, I will lodge.  Your people shall be my people, and you god, my God.  Where you die, I will die, and there I will be buried.  Thus may the LORD do to me, and worse, if anything but death parts you and me."  When she saw that she was determined to go with her, she said no more to her.
  When Ruth still chose to stay with her widowed mother-in-law, Naomi once again tried to encourage Ruth to leave her 'for her own good'.  Be practical, like Orpah.  Stay in Moab.  Go back to you family and to your god Chemosh [Numbers 21:9].
  But Ruth finally took Naomi aside, lowered her voice even more, looked Naomi in the eyes, and asked her not to try to dissuade Ruth from staying.
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  'Mother, where you go, I want to go, where you live I want to live, your people will become my people, and from now on your God Yahweh will be my God, and I want to be buried where you are buried.  May nothing separate us!'

  And Naomi, with tears running down her cheeks, finally understood her 'daughter' Ruth, hugged her close, and knew that the two of them would always be together.
Ruth 1:19-22

19:  So they both went until they came to Bethlehem.  And when they had come to Bethlehem, all the city was stirred because of them, and the women said, "Is this Naomi?"  She said to them, "Do not call me Naomi; call me Mara, for the Almighty has dealt very bitterly with me.  I went out full, but the LORD has brought be back empty.  Why do you call me Naomi, since the LORD has witnessed against me and the Almighty has afflicted me?"  So Naomi returned, and with her Ruth the Moabitess, her daughter-in-law, who returned from the land of Moab.  And they came to Bethlehem at the beginning of the barley harvest.
  Having walked the 70 miles from Moab, past Salem (the home of the Jebusites), to Bethlehem,
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 Naomi found a place to live with Ruth (maybe in the ruins of the house on Elimilech's land).  And the village buzzed with the rumor of her arrival because some remembered her, though she had been gone around fifteen years, and she had come with a Moabite daughter-in-law.
  But when they greeted Naomi the radical life change that had occurred, overwhelmed Naomi.  She felt that she could no longer be called 'pleasant' or 'joy' which is the meaning of Naomi.  The Lord had judged her and had made her life 'bitter' which is the meaning of Mara.  When she had left Bethlehem she had been blessed by the Lord, but now as she returned she felt cursed, afflicted by El Shaddai (God Almighty).
  So it was that Mara and Ruth had returned in late April, at the beginning of the barley harvest.  Barley was a coarse grain eaten by animals and poor people.
Ruth 2:1-2
1:  Now Naomi had a kinsman of her husband, a man of great wealth, of the family of Elimelech, whose name was Boaz.  And Ruth the Moabitess said to Naomi, "Please let me go to the field and glean among the ears of grain after one in whose sight I may find favor."  And she said to her, "Go, my daughter."
  In Bethlehem lived Boaz, a close relative of Elimelech, and therefore a kinsman of Naomi by marriage.  He was a wealthy land owner.  Boaz was known as a 'man of valor' and undoubtedly served honorably as a soldier.  His servants were going out daily into his barley fields and wee harvesting the grain for sale.
  Mara (who no longer thought of herself as Naomi) began to talk to neighbors, trying to find out what had happened while she was away, and especially seeking information about Elimelechs family and about the land that had belonged to Elimelech.

  So Ruth told Naomi (as she would always think of her) that she would go out to the fields to glean for grain.  They were poor and becoming more and more desperate.  Although the poor could follow the harvesters and pick up any grain the the harvesters missed [Leviticus 19:9-10], foreigners did not have the legal right to glean.  Ruth would need to seek out the harvesting servants that would give her permission to collect the leftovers [LXX: 'behind the man who will allow me'].  This she would do, having faith that Yahweh would bless her with enough grain to feed the two of them.
Ruth 2:3-7
3:  So she departed and went and gleaned in the field after the reapers; and she happened to come to the portion of the field belonging to Boaz, who was of the family of Elimelech.  Now behold, Boaz came from Bethlehem and said to the reapers, "May the LORD be with you."  And they said to him, "May the LORD bless you."  Then Boaz said to his servant who was in charge of the reapers, "Whose young woman is this?"  The servant in charge of the reapers replied, "She is the young Moabite woman who returned with Naomi from the land of Moab.  And she said, 'Please let me glean and gather after the reapers among the sheaves.' Thus she came and has remained from the morning until now; she has been sitting in the house for a little while."
  As Ruth went out to glean for her and Naomi, she would approach a field that was being harvested.  She would ask permission to glean on behalf of Naomi.  Of course she often faced the looks of those who disapproved of her as a foreigner, and even if she was given permission to glean, the others would look down on her, call her spiteful names, and even rudely shove her aside, such that it would be difficult to collect enough grain for a meal.  But Ruth would endure these things because of her love of, and loyalty to, Naomi.
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  One day she happened to be resting for a moment in the shade, when she noticed the landowner stop by to speak to his servant in charge of the harvest.  The landowner noticed her and asked his servant who she was and to whom she belonged.  He was informed that she was a Moabite that came to Bethlehem with Naomi, and that she had asked to glean the field.
(Pause?)

Ruth 2:8-13
8:  Then Boaz said to Ruth, "Listen carefully, my daughter.  Do not go to glean in another field; furthermore, do not go on from this one, but stay here with my maids.  Let your eyes be on the field which they reap, and go after them.  Indeed, I have commanded that servants not to touch you.  When you are thirsty, go to the water jars and drink from what the servants draw."
  Then she fell on her face, bowing to the ground and said to him, "Why have I found favor in your sight that you should take notice of me, since I am a foreigner?"  Boaz replied to her, "All that you have done for your mother-in-law after the death of your husband has been fully reported to me, and how you left your father and your mother and the land of your birth, and came to a people that you did not previously know.  May the Lord reward your work, and your wages be full from the LORD, the God of Israel, under whose wings you have come to seek refuge."
  Then she said, "I have found favor in your sight, my lord, for you have comforted me and indeed have spoken kindly to your maidservant, though I am not like one of your maidservants."
  Boaz had heard about this Moabite woman that had come back with Naomi, but had never seen her.  He had been impressed by the stories of her loyalty to Naomi, his kin, and how she had become a follower of Yahweh.  So he personally went to her and gave her permission to glean his fields and suggested that she glean only in his fields.
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  He had instructed his maids who bundled the sheaves of grain, not to harass her.  And furthermore, when she got thirsty, she could drink from the same jars that his servants had used to haul water from Bethlehem into the fields for his workers.
  Ruth was very surprised and bowed to the ground in humility and respect
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 as she then boldly asked why he was favoring her ('looking the gift horse in the mouth').  After all, she was not especially good looking, and she was a foreign woman.

  But for Boaz, from an earlier generation, her looks were not at issue.  So he told her that it was because of her love for, and loyalty to, Naomi.  He was impressed by her placing herself into the 'hands of the Lord', the God of Israel, and humbling herself to glean to feed Naomi.
  Ruth responded to Boaz, that his actions and attitude were a comfort to her [Hebrew: 'you have spoken to my heart'].

Ruth 2:14-17

14:  At mealtime Boaz said to her, "Come here, that you may eat of the bread and dip your piece of bread in the vinegar."  So she sat beside the reapers; and he served her roasted grain, and she ate and was satisfied and had some left.  When she rose to glean, Boaz commanded his servants, saying, "Let her glean even among the sheaves, and do not insult her.  Also you shall purposely pull out for her some grain from the bundles and leave it that she may glean, and do not insult her."  So she gleaned in the field until evening.  Then she beat out what she had gleaned, and it was about an ephah of barley.
  Later, as the time for the mid-day meal approached, Boaz had Ruth join him.  She was given wheat bread with a wine/vinegar dip and roasted barley grain.  They talked about Naomi and Moab, and her choice to follow Naomi and to trust in the Lord.  When they were done eating Boaz instructed the servants to allow Ruth to glean even among the freshly cut stalks, before they were bundled, and that they were even to leave freshly cut stalks lying on the ground for her.  Thus it was that Ruth gathered 2/3 of a bushel of grain that day alone.
Ruth 2:18-19
18:  She took it up and went into the city, and her mother-in-law saw what she had gleaned.  She also took it out and gave Naomi what she had after she was satisfied.  Her mother-in-law then said to her, "Where did you glean today and where did you work?  May he who took notice of you be blessed."  So she told her mother-in-law with whom she had worked and said, "The name of the man with whom I worked today is Boaz."

  As the day ended, Ruth went home to Naomi and shared the leftover roasted grain and wheat bread that she had from lunch, and showed Naomi the 2/3 bushel of barley.  And told Naomi how her day began and how she had finally come to a field where the reapers had given her permission to glean.

  And when Naomi asked where she had gleaned, Ruth told her how the Lord had blessed her and led her to a field where the owner himself was generous to Ruth because of Naomi, and had given her lunch and then permission to glean close to his maids.
  Naomi was grateful for the owner, but wondered who he was.  So Ruth told her that his name was Boaz.

Ruth 2:20-23
20:  Naomi said to her daughter-in-law, "May he be blessed of the LORD who has not withdrawn his kindness to the living and to the dead."  Again Naomi said to her, "The man is our relative, he is one of our closest relatives."  Then Ruth the Moabitess said, "Furthermore he said to me, 'You should stay close to my servants until they have finished all my harvest.'"  Naomi said to Ruth her daughter-in-law, "It is good, my daughter, that you go out with his maids, so that others do not fall you in another field."  So she stayed close by the maids of Boaz in order to glean until the end of the barley harvest and the wheat harvest.  And she lived with her mother-in-law.
  Mara was astounded and had to re-evaluate how the Lord had changed.  She was once again Naomi, blessed by the Lord [Hebrew: 'not left off His kindness'].  This Boaz, Naomi told Ruth, was not just a kind landowner, but that he was a close male relative and maybe a 'brother-in-law' of Elimelech (therefore of an older generation) and a man to do the legal duty of a near kin [Leviticus 25:25].
  Then Ruth told Naomi that Boaz had suggested that she stay close to his servants for the remainder of the harvest.  And Naomi agreed that it would be safer if Ruth followed his advice.  And so Ruth gleaned the barley fields of Boaz and she continued to live with Naomi.

Ruth 3:1-5
1:  Then Naomi her mother-in-law said to her, "My daughter, shall I not seek security for you, that it may be well with you?  Now is not Boaz our kinsman, with whose maids you were?  Behold, he winnows barley at the threshing floor tonight. Wash yourself therefore, and anoint yourself and put on your best clothes, and go down to the threshing floor; but do not make yourself known to the man until he has finished eating and drinking.  It shall be when he lies down, that you shall notice the place where he lies, and you shall go an uncover his feet and lie down; then he will tell you what you shall do."  She said to her, "All that you say I will do."

  Naomi now begins to think about what might be best for Ruth.  Naomi volunteered to act as matchmaker [Hebrew: 'seek rest for you'] so that Ruth will be cared for.  Naomi will speak to Boaz.  Naomi will tell of Ruth's willingness to raise up a son for Mahlon to carry on the line of Elimelech.  Such arranged marriages were typical [Judges 14:2].
  But first, tonight, Ruth must agree to the specifics of Naomi's plan.  Ruth should clean up, anoint herself, and put on her best clothes.  Then she must watch Boaz this evening.  He will be on the threshing floor.
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  Then Ruth should sneak to his tent, and while he sleeps, lift the blanket that covers his feet and lay down at his feet.  Then wait to see what happens.  And to all of this Ruth agreed.

Ruth 3:6-9
6:  So she went down to the threshing floor and did according to all that her mother-in-law had commanded her.  When Boaz had eaten and drunk and his heart was merry, he went to lie down at the end of the heap of grain; and she came secretly, and uncovered his feet and lay down.  It happened in the middle of the night that the man was startled and bent forward; and behold, a woman was lying at his feet.  He said, "Who are you?"  And she answered, "I am Ruth you maid.  So spread you covering over your maid, for you are a close relative."
  So Ruth prepared herself and left Bethlehem, and hid herself near the threshing floor.  Then Boaz, after eating and drinking extra in celebration of the barley harvest, went to his shelter near his winnowed grain pile to sleep and guard the grain during the night.
  Then, when he was asleep, Ruth snuck in and lifted the blanket that covered his feet,
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 and lay down beside his feet.
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  And because of the wine, Boaz did not notice her actions.
  But in the middle of the night Boaz turned over in his sleep to get more comfortable, and is surprised to find someone sleeping beside his feet.  It is quite dark and Boaz cannot identify the woman, so he asks her who she is.  Then Ruth announces who she is and then requests that Boaz, as a close kin of Elimelech, consider marrying her and begetting a son for Elimelech according to the wish of Yahweh [Leviticus 25:25, Deuteronomy 25:5-6].
Ruth 3:10-13

10:  Then he said, "May you be blessed of the LORD, my daughter.  You have shown you last kindness to be better than the first by not going after young men, whether poor or rich.  Now, my daughter, do not fear.  I will do for you whatever you ask, for all my people in the city know that you are a woman of excellence.  Now it is true I am a close relative; however, there is a relative closer than I.  Remain this night, and when morning comes, if he will redeem you, good; let him redeem you.  But if he does not wish to redeem you, then I will redeem you, as the LORD lives.  Lie down until morning."
  After a moments thought, Boaz admits to admiring Ruth's commitment to the Lord.  'May the Lord bless you', he said.  Other young women might seek out younger, unmarried men for their husband.   But Ruth seeks first to do her duty under the guidance of the Lord.
  So Boaz agreed to Ruth's request, especially so because she has already come to be known in Bethlehem as a good woman.  However, there is a problem.  Whereas Boaz was the brother-in-law of Elimelech, and an 'uncle' by marriage to Mahlon, there is another man who is even closer as a kin.  He was the 'nephew' of Elimelech and a 'cousin' of Mahlon.

[If Boaz was actually the brother-in-law of Elimelech (married to Elimelech's sister and therefore making him the uncle of Mahlon by marriage), and the "other" closer kin was the son of the brother of Elimelech (thereby making him the nephew of Elimelech and the cousin of Mahlon), then according to Jewish law the direct descendent of the male line of Elimelech takes precedent over the female line.  Though this is all speculation as there is no real hint of Elimelech's family]

  Then Boaz tells Ruth to stay the night under his protection and tomorrow Boaz will seek out Malhon's 'cousin' and will redeem Ruth if the 'cousin' will not.
Ruth 3:14-18
14:  So she lay at his feet until morning and rose before one could recognize another; and he said, "Let it not be known that the woman came to the threshing floor."  Again he said," Give me the cloak that is on you and hold it."  So she held it, and he measured six measures of barley and laid it on her.  Then she went into the city.  When she came to her mother-in-law, she said, "How did it go, my daughter?"  And she told her all that the man had done for her.  She said, "These six measures of barley he gave to me, for he said, 'Do not go to your mother-in-law empty-handed.'"  Then she said, "Wait, my daughter, until you know how the matter turns out; for the man will not rest until he has settled it today."
  So Ruth slept the night near Boaz and early in the morning, just around first light, Boaz poured out six measures of barley grain into Ruth's cloak to be given to Naomi, and quickly sent Ruth away so that no one else knew of her visit.
  When Ruth arrived at home, she found Naomi awake.  Then Ruth told Naomi what had happened and she gave Naomi the barley grain.
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  And Naomi responded that Ruth must now be patient and let Boaz, under the guidance of the Lord, do what must be done.  Ruth may have come to respect and like Boaz, but she must now trust in the Lord.

Ruth 4:1-4

1:  Now Boaz went up to the gate and sat down there, and behold, the close relative of whom Boaz spoke was passing by, so he said, "Turn aside, friend, sit down here."  And he turned aside and sat down.  He took ten men of the elders of the city and said, "Sit down here."  So they sat down.  Then he said to the closest relative, "Naomi, who has come back from the land of Moab, has to sell the piece of land which belonged to our brother Elimelech.  So I thought to inform you, saying, 'Buy it before those who are sitting here, and before the elders of my people.  If you will redeem it, redeem it; but if not, tell me that I may know; for there is no one but you to redeem it, and I am after you.'"  And he said, "I will redeem it."
  In the morning Boaz went to the gateway into Bethlehem and as the 'cousin' came through the gateway Boaz asked him to sit for a while because there was a legal matter that needed to be settled.  When the 'cousin' agreed, Boaz gathered the ten necessary witnesses [Joshua 20:4], and they all sat down together to hear the case.
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  Boaz, speaking to the 'cousin', said that he felt the need to inform him [LXX: 'open your ears' (uncover his ear by lifting his headdress)] that Naomi needed to sell the piece of land that was Elimelech's, and that it was appropriate that the nearest kin get first option to redeem it [Leviticus 25:25] to keep it in the family.  'You are closer kin to Elimelech than I am.  Be it known that if you will not redeem it, I will."
  Normally the man redeeming such property and the widow, would be expected to give Naomi a son to carry on Elimelech's name, but since she was too old, and could therefore be ignored, after a few moments of thoughts about his financial situation, the 'cousin' stated before the witnesses that he would redeem Elimelech's land.
Ruth 4:5-6

5:  Then Boaz said, "On the day you buy the field from the hand of Naomi, you must also acquire Ruth the Moabitess, the widow of the deceased, in order to raise up the name of the deceased on his inheritance.  The closest relative said, "I cannot redeem it for myself, because I would jeopardize my own inheritance.  Redeem it for yourself; you may have my right of redemption, for I cannot redeem it."
  It was then that Boaz "dropped the other shoe".  Not only did the 'cousin' get the use of the land, he got the Moabite woman, the widow of Elimelech's eldest son Mahlon, with the responsibility to not only raise up a grandson to Elimelech, but when the boy reaches the age of manhood he will inherit the land that you have been using that was Elimelech's.  And if you have any other children by Ruth, such as a daughter before you have a son with her, they you will have to divide your wealth with them as you will with your own children by your current wife.
  After more thought, the 'cousin' changed his mind, and decided not to redeem the land.  He would allow Boaz to redeem it and the Moabite woman Ruth.
Ruth 4:7-12

7:  Now this was the custom in former times in Israel concerning the redemption and the exchange of land to confirm any matter:  a man removed his sandal and gave it to another; and this was the manner of attestation in Israel.  So the closest relative said to Boaz, "Buy it for yourself."  And he removed his sandal.  Then Boaz said to the elders and all the people, "You are witnesses today that I have bought from the hand of Naomi all that belonged to Elimelech and all that belonged to Chilion and Mahlon.  Moreover, I have acquired Ruth the Moabitess, the widow of Mahlon, to be my wife in order to raise up the name of the deceased on his inheritance, so that the name of the deceased will not be cut off from his brothers or from the court of his birth place; you are witnesses today."
  All the people who were in the court, and the elders, said, "We are witness.  May the LORD make the woman who is coming into your home like Rachel and Leah, both of whom built the house of Israel; and may you achieve wealth in Ephrathah and become famous in Bethlehem.  Moreover, may your house be like the house of Perez whom Tamar bore to Judah, through the offspring which the LORD will give you by this young woman."
  In ancient times [Deuteronomy 25:7-10] if the nearest kin refused to redeem the widow of the dead relative, the widow would take off the man's sandal, spit in his face, and declare him unwilling to fulfill his duty, and thus shame him.  But now the 'cousin' simply took off his sandal and handed it to Boaz
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 in front of  witnesses as a symbol that he passed off the responsibility to Boaz (then Boaz probably returned it to him).
  So Boaz declared that he would redeem the land of Elimelech and to take the widow of Mahlon and raise up a son with Ruth.  And the elders declared that the action had been properly witnessed.  Then the elders blessed Boaz and prayed the traditional blessing that Boaz and Ruth have many children, and that Boaz become wealthy in Ephrathah and famous in Bethlehem.  And that by following the Lord's law, as did Tamar with Judah, the fourth son of Israel [Genesis 38:29] their offspring would be a strong family in Israel.
Ruth 4:13-17b
13:  So Boaz took Ruth, and she became his wife, and he went in to her.  And the LORD enabled her to conceive, and she gave birth to a son.  Then the women said to Naomi, "Blessed is the LORD who has not left you without a redeemer today, and may his name become famous in Israel.  May he also be to you a restorer of life and a sustainer of your old age; for your daughter-in-law, who loves you and is better to you than seven sons, has given birth to him."  Then Naomi took the child and laid him in her lap, and became his nurse.  The neighbor women gave him a name, saying, "A son has been born to Naomi!"  So they named him Obed.
  So Boaz and Ruth married and the Lord blessed them with a son.  And it was said among the women of Bethlehem that Naomi had been redeemed and they prayed that her grandson would become famous in Israel.  May he now restore your life [Hebrew: 'nourish her'] in your old age as you take delight in your grandson.  So Naomi became the nurse [caretaker] of her grandson
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 as though he was her son [Hebrew: 'a son born to Naomi'].  And the people of Bethlehem called the child Obed [Hebrew: 'worshiper'] just as Ruth had become.
Ruth 4:17c-22
17c:  He is the father of Jesse, the father of David.  Now these are the generations of Perez:  to Perez was born Hezron, and to Hezron was born Ram, and to Ram, Amminadab, and to Amminadab was born Nahshon, and to Nahshon, Salmon, and to Salmon was born Boaz, and to Boaz, Obed, and to Obed was born Jesse, and to Jesse, David
   In the years to come Obed would become the father of Jesse, who would become the father of David (who would become the ancestor of Jesus) [Matthew 1:3-5a].
