PAUL’S FIFTH JOURNEY
Acts 28:30-31







Spring, 63

For two years now, Paul had been a “prisoner at liberty” in Rome.  He saw to his own expenses and the expense of his personal guard.  But now the trial would begin that was the result of his “appeal to Caesar” back when he was in Caesarea.

Whether this was an actual trial or just a preliminary trial is unknown.  But in the process leading up to the trial and even during the early phase of the trial it seemed apparent to those around Paul, and even to Paul, that there was little doubt that he would be released.  But one could not be sure with Nero as emperor.

1 Timothy 3:14-15
Paul wrote to Timothy in Ephesus hoping to visit him soon though Paul might be delayed.

Timothy, “one who honors God”, was born around 32 AD to a Gentile father and Eunice, a Jewish mother who became a believer when Paul proclaimed the Gospel in Lystra.

In 45 AD, when Timothy was about 13, he heard Paul preach and he watched Paul suffer stoning, in Galatia.

Timothy was 17 when Paul again came through Galatia.  He was a kindly young man with the enthusiasm of youth, but he lacked self-confidence.

Timothy knew that he was destined to follow Paul.  So with the blessings of the young church, he joined Paul on the second journey through Asia, and into Macedonia.
Timothy admired and trusted Paul, and was loyal to him.  Often Paul would send Timothy to distant cities to strengthen and encourage the believers.  He was Paul’s representative to the churches of Macedonia and Asia, though some did not respect him because he was young.

Timothy journeyed to Jerusalem with Paul.  And when Paul was imprisoned, Timothy stayed in Caesarea for two years to help.

When Paul was taken to Rome, Timothy joined him there.  But before Paul faced his first trial, Paul sent Timothy to Ephesus, to watch over the churches of Asia.  Paul considered Timothy to be an apostle.
Then, in 63, Paul writes his first letter to Timothy.

1 Timothy
Paul is in Rome.  His trial is coming to an end, and it looks as though he will be released.  He writes to Timothy, in Ephesus, to warn him that Paul plans to visit, but that he might be delayed.  [Paul has heard that there are some problems around Ephesus and he wants to boost Timothy authority.  So the letter will be read publicly so that everyone knows that Timothy is working under Paul's authority.]  Some still want to teach the need for law (1:7), some others are teaching myths and genealogies (1:4), while some are forbidding marriage and demanding food laws (4:3).  Two individuals had no conscience, so Paul had them banished from the fellowship to encourage them to repent (1:19-20).

Paul had left Timothy at Ephesus to oversee all the churches during Paul's absence, and to see that the Gospel is being taught (1:3).  Timothy should teach and exhort believers (6:2).  The aim of teaching is love, and the teacher should have a pure heart, good conscience, and a sincere faith (1:5).  Everything God created is good (4:11), law is for the disobedient (1:9-10), Christ came to save sinners (1:15), our hope is set on the living God (4:10), and our Lord will be revealed "at the right time" (6:15) [not "soon" as he had said in the past].

Timothy is the overseer of all the churches.  Timothy is to oversee public gatherings where scripture is read, and believers are taught and exhorted (4:13).  He is to oversee widows (4:3-16) and Elders, who preach, teach and should be rewarded according to their worth (5:17-20).

Timothy should not be quick to ordain Bishops or Deacons (5:22).  Both positions have specific tasks and character traits.  Bishops (overseers) must be above reproach, temperate, sensible, hospitable, gentle and particularly well thought of by outsiders (3:2-7).  Deacons (servants) can be either male or female, but they must be tested and proved blameless (3:8-13).

All believers should pray (2:8), women should dress modestly (2:9), and slaves should provide honorable service (6:1-2).

Then Paul has some advise for his "beloved son" in Christ.  Respect older men (5:1) and treat women as family (5:2).  Avoid favoring some believers over others (5:21), avoid being drawn into sins he encounters (5:22), or human thinking (6:20-21).  And occasionally, for health reasons, please drink some wine (5:23).











END
Paul’s friends had been correct.  Paul either was allowed to go his way with a promise to return for the full trial, or he was acquitted, with the prevision that he cause no more trouble.










Winter 63/64

Now being able to act as a free citizen, Paul stayed with the believers in Rome through the winter of 63/64.










Spring, 64
Here there is a great silence as to what happened to Paul.  It is suggested that he left Rome in February of 64 and sailed to Spain where he had said, in his letter to the Romans, that he desired to go.

If he did travel to Spain, then it is likely that he spent time traveling to other western places.  Crossing the Iberian peninsula Paul may well have caught a ship to go to the island of Britain by the end of March. 
There he is reported to have landed in south-east England, at Raphinus (modern Sandwich, Kent), and preached.  The next day he walked to Mount Lud (modern London) where he remained three months.

*Could Paul have spent the winter and left for Gaul in the spring?*

In early June Paul sailed across the channel to Atium, Gaul (France) and preached to the Romans there.  It was here that representatives of a tribe, called the Belgae, came south to hear Paul.

Paul is then reported to have traveled to Helvetia (Switzerland) and then by the end of July over the Alps.

Paul would then probably return to Rome.  But it was not a safe place for him.

It was in 64 AD, while Paul was gone, that Nero allowed a fire in the city of Rome to grow so that he might be able to use the cleared land for public works, though he blamed the Christians.  It was said that he “played his fiddle” while Rome burned.

1 Timothy 3:14






Fall, 64

By late July of 64, Paul sailed from Rome, to Crete to drop Titus off, and then to the city of Ephesus (over 1000 miles). 

Paul likely stayed with Timothy in Ephesus, through the winter of 65/66, and visited other churches that were in Asia.

Philippians 2:24






Spring, 66

In the Spring of 66, Paul left Asia and traveled by ship to Macedonia.  This was a journey he had taken before.

Paul sailed 200 miles north to Troas, and then 125 miles across to Neapolis, and then followed with a short 10 mile walk to Philippi.  With good winds it would only take about 10 days.

Here again Paul likely stays a year visiting local churches such as Thessalonica and Beroea.









66 AD
It was in 66 AD, that the Roman armies would begin their campaign to put down the revolt in Canaan.  It would be known as the Jewish wars and in 70 AD would result in the destruction of the Temple in Jerusalem.

Titus 3:12







Summer, 66

It was in the summer of 66 when Paul wrote a letter to Titus on the island of Crete.  

Titus was born around 20 AD.  He was a Gentile to whom Paul proclaimed the Gospel, probably on Crete, on the first missionary journey in 44 AD.

In the summer of 46, Titus went with Paul and Barnabas to Jerusalem, where his lack of circumcision became a major issue.  It was finally decided that Gentiles would NOT need to become Jews in order to be followers of Jesus.

In 54, when Titus was in his mid 30’s, young Timothy was not able to handle the Corinthians.  Paul sent Titus to Corinth to check on a rumor of a rebellion against Paul’s authority, and to begin a collection of money for the believers in Jerusalem.  In this task he was successful.

In 55, Paul expected Titus to leave Corinth and meet him in the city of Troas, but Titus did not show up.  Titus did catch up with Paul in Macedonia with a good report about the church at Corinth.  Then he returned to Corinth with Paul.  After some time there, Titus went with Paul to Ephesus.

Titus 1:5

In 57, Paul sent Titus back to Corinth, this time with the second letter to the Corinthians.  He was to complete his work of collecting an offering for the believers in Jerusalem.  Paul arrived in Corinth in the fall of 57.  Paul took the money to Jerusalem (and then was arrested and imprisoned at Caesarea) and sent Titus to Crete to oversee the new churches there.  Paul was forced to leave Titus on Crete longer than he had originally anticipated.

Following Paul's mission to Spain and Britain, Paul left Rome in 64 AD and Titus traveled with him.  They stopped at Crete.  Paul then left Titus on Crete (1:1) to organize the churches, while Paul traveled on to Ephesus.

When Paul's time in Asia was over, he traveled to Philippi in Macedonia.  While Paul was in Philippi, he sent a letter to Titus to boost Titus' authority, since the letter would be read by all the churches, and to request that Titus join Paul in Nicopolis, Epirus for the winter of 66/67.

Titus was a mature believer that commanded respect.  Paul trusted Titus to open new “fields” for the Gospel and to be a representative of Paul to both Hellenistic Jews and to Gentiles.
This is the only letter that we have that Paul sent to Titus.

Titus
Titus, after two years on Crete, still faced some serious obstacles to his efforts to organize the churches (1:5).  And Titus was frustrated.  He probably wrote a letter to Paul describing the situation and asking for a personal visit from Paul.  These folks would respect Paul's authority.

But Paul could not come.  Instead, he wrote a letter to be read by all, declaring that Titus spoke with Paul's authority and addressing both the internal and external problems.  And Paul's response mirrored Titus' frustration.

Inside the churches, believers were in the habit of 'doing things their own way', they seemed to discuss thoughts just to hear themselves sound 'smart', and Titus could not seem to get them to fully commit themselves to the Gospel (1:10).  They appeared to say 'yes', but do 'no' (1:16)!  Even one of their own said that all Cretans are "liars, vicious brutes, and lazy gluttons" (1:12).

The churches were beset from outside, primarily by Jews, who imagine that their stories, their commandments (1:14), and their circumcision (1:10) will save them.

Titus was supposed to appoint Elders for each church (1:5).  Their task is to teach sound doctrine and to refute outsiders (1:9).  They should be good examples of, and for, believers.  Blameless, and with Christian children (1:6).  A Bishop, though, should be humble, even tempered, calm, hospitable, a lover of goodness, prudent, upright, devout, and self controlled (1:7-8).  He should really understand the Word so as to be able to teach, preach, and refute (1:9).

As to relationships within the churches, Titus should be a model for everyone through his good works (2:7).  Paul instructs old men to be temperate and prudent (2:2), older women to be reverent and to teach younger women (2:3-5), young men to have self-control (2:6), and for slaves to submit honorably (2:9).

Our gracious God offers salvation to all (2:11).  Every believer should renounce impiety and worldly passions, and to live upright, godly lives, and exercise self control (2:12).  The Church was redeemed by Christ from iniquity and was purified as a people zealous for good deeds (2:14).  All believers should speak truth and co-operate, be gentle, show courtesy (3:2), be subject to authority (3:1), and devote ourselves to doing good works (3:8).  We should avoid outside influence (3:9), and if a believer persists in supporting 'unsound doctrine',  even after being warned, they should be shunned (3:10).

In all things, remember that God has saved us from darkness, because God is merciful.  We have been reborn in Christ, renewed by the Holy Spirit, and justified as a gift from God.  Because we are heirs of God, we have hope in eternal life (3:3-7).











END
The city of Nicopolis was the capital of Epirus, formerly part of Illyicum.  The city was named “the city of victory” and was founded in 31 BC by Octavian Augustus after his fleet defeated the fleet of Anthony and Cleopatra at the battle of Actium.

Augustus dedicated the city to Neptune in honor of the sea victory, and had a temple built on the site where his tent had stood.

The city of 300,000 had been populated by forcing the folks from the decaying towns and villages to move to the new city.

The city was on a hilly peninsula, between the Ionian Sea on the west, and the Gulf of Ambracia on the east.  They had three harbors.

The city was known for its two theaters,

Its nymphaeum (dedicated to the nymphs of springs),

And it’s aqueduct, that brought water from 27 miles away.

A nice place to spend the winter.
2 Timothy 4:13






Spring, 67

In the Spring of 67, as Paul left Nicopolis to return to Macedonia, Titus went north through Illyicum and into Dalmatia for a short evangelism tour.  And, according to tradition, Titus returned to Crete where he eventually became the Bishop.

2 Timothy 4:14
Meanwhile Paul walked back through Macedonia.  He sets sail for Ephesus from the port city of Neapolis.  His first stop was in Troas, as usual. But upon his arrival something went very wrong.  A coppersmith named Alexander did something that caused Paul to be arrested.  His arrest happened so fast that he left a cloak, some books, and some parchments.

2 Timothy 4:20
The authorities decided to send Paul immediately to Rome. Paul was placed on a small ship whose destination was Corinth.  It sailed south and stopped at Miletus, where Paul left Trophiaus, who had become ill.

The ship then sailed west to Corinth where Erastus departed.  Paul was transferred across the isthmus and once again boarded a ship bound for Rome.

Sailing west to Rhegum, and through the strait of Messina, Paul was again brought to Rome as a prisoner.

But this time Paul was put in prison.  He was apparently imprisoned in the Mamertime prison, which usually indicated that the prisoner was destined to be executed.

Paul was kept in a pit, the jail cell of the time. 

“Entrance” to the cell-pit

Looking up at the grating.

2 Timothy 4:6-8






Summer, 67

It was while Paul was waiting for his trial that he wrote his second letter to Timothy (his last known letter). 

2 Timothy
In this letter, Paul writes his final thoughts to his spiritual "son".  He has "fought the good fight", he has "run the race" (4:7), he is being "poured out as a libation", and the time for his departure "has come" (4:6).  He has "kept the faith" (4:7)! Paul is in chains and is sure of the final result of his trial.  He would like to see Timothy once again, and hopes Timothy will come before winter.

Paul sees a plethora of troubles for the believer, both from inside and from outside.

Believers need to stop useless theological discussions (2:14), avoid profane "chatter" (2:18), and avoid senseless controversies (2:23).  Paul believed that in the last days, churches would call teachers to fit their own desires rather then ones dedicated to Christ (4:3) and that they would turn from truth in Christ, to myths (4:4).  Believers must turn from wickedness (2:19) and shun "youthful passions" (2:22).

In the last days people outside the Church would love themselves and money more than God (3:2).  They would become boastful, arrogant, abrasive, disobedient to parents, ungrateful, unholy, inhuman, implacable, slanderers, profligates, brutes, haters of good, treacherous, reckless, conceited, and lovers of pleasure (3:2-4).  They would deceive women (3:6), and would have an "appearance" of godliness by doing good things, but would deny God (3:5).
The believer must believe that God remains true to His promise (2:13).  So "hold firm" (3:14), and pursue righteousness, faith, love, and peace (2:22).  Remember, if we die in Christ, we will live with Christ (2:11).  If we endure with Christ, we will rule with Christ (2:12).  Believers will be persecuted if they try to live a godly life in Christ (3:12).  But if we deny Christ, He will deny us (2:13).











END
Church Tradition






Early 68

Paul was beheaded, as befits a Roman citizen, rather then being tortured or torn apart by beasts, under the emperor Nero.  Nero did not long survive.  He died June 9, 68.

